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PREFACE. 



A HE following Work owes its 
origin to the favourable reception 
\yhich the Public has been plealed 
to give to the " Enquiry into the 
'* Duties of Men 5" and to wifhes 
intimated from different quarters 
very deferving of attention. 

That I might have a reafbnable 
chance of laying before the Reader 
a performance not deftitute of all 

claim to originality ; I purpofely 
abftained, until fhe principal pact 
was executed, from the perufal of 

A 2 other 



IV PREFACE. 

Other Treatifes addrefled to perfons 
of the Female Sex, or primarily de- 
figned for their inftrudion. I then 
thought it incumbent upon me to 
examine various works of that na- 
ture. The refult proved as was to 
be expedted. I found many opinions 
coinciding with my own, many dif^ 
fering totally from them. The lat- 
ter circumftance led to alterations 
wherever refledion convinced me 
that I had been in a greater or a lefs 
degree under the influence of error j 
and to additions when they ap- 
peared neceflary for the fupport of 
my own fentirrients, and the mat- 
ter in queftion feemed important 
enough to require them. On fuch 
occafions, however, my objedl has 
been to furnifh ufeful rules and 

juft 
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juft conclufions, with a brief ex* 
planation of the grounds of them ; 
father than to point out and cenfure 
the individuals, who, in my appre- 
henfion, have recommended what 
ought to be fhunned, or have 
refted judicious maxims of condudt 
wholly or in part on improper mo- 
tives. In one or two inftances I 
have been obliged, for the fake of 
pcrfpicuity, to ftate with plainnefs 
the objedlionable pofition. But I 
have been folicitous not to load a 
pradical work with controverfy. 

YoxALL Lodge, 
Oa. 1 8, 1796. 
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4 WLAN O? THE WCTfeK EXPLAINED. 

eten placed rn feparate clafles of Society ; I 
purpofe tb couch in general terms die re- 
marks about to be offered on the condudl 
bf the female fex.: Biit I fhall at the fame 
time be ftudioufly folicitbus to point out; 
whenever a fit occafion .fhall intervene, the 
moft prbminent of thofe inftances in which 
the moral adlivity ^nd the moral vigilaxice 
of the female mind are to be guided into 
particular channels, in confequence of fbme 
particularity, either in the ftation of the in- 
dividual, or in the ra»k or profeffion of her 
neareft connexions. . . The peculiar tempta- 
tions of the capital, and thofe of the couiltryi 
will alfo receive the diilirifl: cdntfidefation 
which they deferve* / 






'. Marriage draws a broad line of diftrimi-^ 
nation, feparating the fiemale.fcx into two 
claffeSj-eaahi.of which has moral duties and 
trials 'pecuH^r to itfelf. A writer, thereforci 
i^Uefe inqiiiriee, ia whatever piann^y tbey 
i?^y. J^^.c^pried on^ihaUirelateto the wj>ple 
eircle. of femiqine iiutieSjcWJll almoft.^ne- 
-sitably fin^. himfelfe«P»fcr§iri^{l ^a.cQnfider 






PREFACE. 



The following Work owes its 
origin to the favourable reception 
which the Public has been pleafed 
to give to the " Enquiry into the 
** Duties of Men 5" and to wifhes 
intimated from different quarters 
very deferving of attention. 

That I might have a reafbnable 
chance of laying before the Reader 
a performance not deftitute of all 

claim to originality ; I purpofely 
abftained, until flie principal part 
was executed, from the pcrufal of 

A 2 other 



^ PLiLN OF THE UrOllK^XXFIlArKJBir; 

I. . have to Tcqueift my j jcea&rs ^ of ^ Alt dd^ 
fbriptions uniformly to :bettr in hiifid; that 
foch is the principle bniwlxicHLeotit^vie 
it advif^ble to proceed. » ■ •• 

iAs ni,y,defiga in the prefentwoxkiiito 
promote, las.ffor as may be inmypower^ die 
nrel&re of thd female &k,an enror'orbdntpca^ 
tioQ beconoies entitled^ to notice^ whea^ it is 
pne to which lyomea.are expoiibd,! though 
they (hould npt be e^q^ofed to i& iti ^^e^tfix 
degree jthan, the. othjer fex. ;.Ia .»ftiawid* 
verting -: q* ^^bjefts of :this ; dgfcirip^iJv = I 
may not always be fowpd tQihaye obfevnc^t 
when the <:)bfervdtioQi \^Quld halrQlbdea 
well-foutided^ that :r Ahft; . animadverfion 
might be extendedotOi xxien. Som^iiBis 
toof in.fpeaking of ilailings which. {!)revaii 
in the fetaale world,! I may negled:':ex« 
firiefsly to ftate, when . I might , ftate with 
triith, that there is a large number of 
individuals: who are ^exempt from tbeou 
Let not the former omijOg^ be atcribed to 
partiality, nor the kttec to the ^jufticeof 
ludifcrimipate qwSqt^^ l ihajil b^ gene^ 

. -i rally 
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hXky fbtrcitoue td 'cxprefs in^TH£To: as. to 
f»*ed)Qd6 the 'pofixbllity bi fuch ibfpicionfc 
But kiiikay^ be belter even to jncur.a fbiaft 
rifk of occafiohal mifcoi}{hi2<^Hon^, titan to 
W€9iy the reader with the perpetual recai4 
ieacdof qualifyiti^ aad explaj:mtory-phta(ea« 

^ ^rde of the- obfervatiaas jadranced isa 
the fubftquent:thalpters wUl ^pt, I tvuftji 
appear to th«e gfiaetality o£:;tho£3 who 
may perufe themi^ the lefs :!deferving ctf 
regard, in coniociil^m^iofi beii^ deduced 
from fcriptural authority^. T0 fiieh per** 
fons as, rejei^ing that authority^ have iow 
bihod ' opinions conceraing feif^ftlej di^ie$» 
and the ftandard of female estceUenoe^ at 
ys^lance - with ; thofe which Oirifiianityt 
inculcates^ let me be permitted to- recom4 
meildv antecediently to every flu^y and to 
^ery purfuit, a delib^ate and candid ex<« 
aiSnitiadon o^ the trvidence of a religion^ 
which promotici human bappinefs.by the 
hoUnefa and wifdom of the principles an4 
rulea of^co^dudk which it fumllhes for 
this lifey as well: as by afibxding, to the 
:- B4 fmcere 



% PL A» OF THE WORK EXPLcATNED. 

fincere ChriftiaD, grounds of hope aAd 
confolatioh In looking forward to another. 
And fuch df my readers as conlefs the 

■ 

4diyme origin of the Gofjpel, and in con-, 
fequence acknowledge the duty of regu-^ 
latihg thjeir anions by Chriftian rules;. I 
would remind of two circumftances, which 
appear to :hei.amQog the caiifes that mod 
powerfully impede the jinfluenee of religion 
in this country. Ftrftj that numbers^ 
who regard 'ihemfelves ^ suftingconform-t 
ibly to the ^idates of CSiriftianity, are by 
no means in the habit^ of examining with 
fufficient care, whether. the rules by, which 
they aft are truly Ghriftian rules, that is to 
fay, exprefsly contained in the Gofpel, or 
J&irly dediicihle from it. And, fecondly ; 
that they fcarcely confider at all, that a 
conformity even to right rules cannot be 
expefted to be available in the fight pf 
pod^ except it proceeds, . in proportion tQ 
our knowledge, from Ghriftian view^ and 
flifpofitipns ; :from a profound reverence 
and grateful love for our Supreme Bene-r 
fa<3:or, and.an-.earneft ddfire to obey and 
]pleafe him in every adion of our livesu 
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I 

GENERAL GROUNDS OF THE IMPORT- 
ANCE OF THE FEMALE CHARACTER 
BRIEFLY STATED. 

In the courfe of a work which purpofcs 
to inveftigatc fomewhat at length the fe- 
veral duties of the female fex, the import- 
ance of the female charafter will naturally 
difclofe itfelf. It is not by ftudied pane- 
gyric, but by delineating in detail the 
various and momentous duties, to the diC- 
charge of which women are called both 
by reafon and revelation, that the influence 
of feminine virtues will be rendered moll: 
confpicuous. It is thus too that the re- 
fponfibility attached to that influence in 
all its branches, in all its minuteft capacities 
of being beneficially employed, will be 
placed in the ftrongeft light j a circum- 
ft^ce pf lio fmall efficacy as to precluding 
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the emotions of arrogance and the confi- 
dence of felf-fufficiency, which are ever 
likely to be produced by fimple eulogium. 
The general contempt, therefore, which li 
fometimes manifefted refpeding women by 
perfons of the oiher fex, and 910ft fre-j 
quently by perfons who ar^ th« leaft capa- 
ble of forming ajudgemcnt concerning thpfe 
whom they profefs to defpife, would not 
have induced me to make any preliminary 
pbfervations on the fubjed. There is, how- 
ever, a prefudice which it is defirable to re-i 
move without delay, becaufe it is found to 
exift in female minds, and unavoidably 
contributes, in proportion to its ftrength, 
to extingiiifh the defire of improvement, 
and to reprefs ufeful exertion. The fad: 
is this. Young women endowed with 
good underftandings, but defirous of jufti- 
fying the mental indolence which they 
have permitted themfelves to . indulge ; or 
difappointed at not perceiving a. way open 
hy which they, like their brothers, may 
diftinguifh themfelves and rife to eminencCi 
are occafionally heard to declare their opi* 
A . nion. 
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nion, that the fphere lit which womcft are 
deftined to move is fo humble and fo li'* 
mited, as neither to require nor to reward 
affiduity * irid under this impreflton, either 
do not difcem, or will riot be perfuaded 
to condder, the real and deeply interefting 
cffefils, which the condu(9t of their fex will 
always hive on the happinefs of focicty. 
In attemjpting to obviate this error, I ihould 
be very culpahle were I to flatter the ani* 
bitious fondnefs for diftinftion, which may, 
in part at leaft, have given rife to it. To 
fuggeft motires to unafFaming and virtuous 
aftivity, is the purpofc of the following 
brief remarks. 

Human happinefs is on the whole 
much lefs affeded by great but unfrequent 
events, whether of profperity or of advcr- 
fity, of benefit or of injury, than by fmaH 
but perpetually recurring incidents of good 
or evil. Of the latter defcription are the 
effedls which the influence of the female 
chag^ler produces. It is not like the 
penoclical inundation of a river, which 

over- 
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pverfpreads once in a year a defert with 
tranfient plenty- It is like the dew of 
heaven which defcends at all feafons, fe- 
turns after fhort intervals, and permanently 
ipourifhes every, herb of the field. 

In three particulars, each of which is of 
extreme and never^ceafing concern to the 
welfare of mankind, the efFe£k of the fe- 
male character is^mofl important; 

Firft, In contributing daily and hourly 
to the comfort of hufbands, of parents, of 
brothers and fifters, and of other relations, 
connexions, and friends, in the intercourfe 
of domeftic life, under every viciflitude of 
figkn^fs and health, of joy and aQiidion, 

Secondly, In forming and improving 
the general manners, difpofitions, and 
condud of the other fex^ by fociety and 
i«amplet 

Thirdly, In modelling the human mind 
(iuring the early ftages of its growth, and 

fixing, 
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fixing, while it is yet dudile, its growing 
principles of adion ; children of each fex 
being, in general, under maternal tuition 
during their childhood, and ^irls until they 
become women* 

Are thefe objects infufficient to excite 
virtuous exertion h Let it then be remem« 
bered, that there is. another of fupremc im- 
portance fet before each individual ; and one 
which (he cannot accomplifli without faiths 
fully attending, according to her fituation 
«nd ability, to thofe already enumerated ; 
namely, the attainment of everlafting feli- 
city, by her condudl during her prefent pro- 
bationary ftate of exiftence. 



^* 
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ON THE PECULIAR FEATURES B^ WHICH 

- iXHE CHARACTER Or THE FEMALE 
• MIND I^ NATURALLY DISCRIMINATED 

- TROM THAT -OF 4^HE OTHER 6fiX;' 
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HE commander, who fhoul4 be em* 
ployed to afcerrtain, for the jTecurrtypf the 
inliabitants of z, p^rticuJAr .Qpuptry, the nxofl 
cfficaciQus meaps of .^jiarding the frontier 
agamft invaders, and . of obfl;r lifting their 
progrefs if they fhould ever force their way 
into the interior, would fix his attention. 
In the firft inftance, on the general afpeft 
of the region which he is called upon to 
defend. He would ftudy the mountains, 
the defiles, the rivers, the forefts. He would 
inform himfelf what quarters are open to 
inroads j what are the circumftances which 
favour the machinations, what the undiC- 
guifed violence, of the enemy ; what are 

the 
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the pofts which the aflailants would find' it 
xxKrid advantagieous to Occupy; what the 
fta^ioas; from which, if once in their poC- 
leflionjat would be moft difEcuk to diflbdgc 
ih^iA* The plan of defence which be would 
j)xefcribc, while, on the oixe hand, it would 
.be* formed on thofe fundamental principles, 
which military experience has ellablifhed 
as the bads of all warlike operations, would 
be adapted, on the other, with unremitting 
attention to all the difcriminating features 

which charafterife the particular diftridl, ia 
'which thofe general principles are to be 
areduced to pradice. 

A writer, in like manner, who ventures 
to hope, that in fuggeiHng obfervations on 
die duties incumbent on the female fex, he 
tnay be found to have di^wn his concluiion^K 
£:am the fources of nature and of truths 
ihouid endeavour, in the firft place, to a& 
Certain the charafteriftical impreffioas which 
the CfeaKMT has ftamped on the femate ftiitid^ 
the leading features, if fiich there be, by 
which he has difcriminated the talehcs ani 

difpofitions 
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difpofitions of women from thpfe of men* 
For it is from thefe original indications 

of the intention of Providence, taken in 
conjunction with tnie additional and ftiil 
Clearer proofs of the Divine will which the 
Scriptures fhall be found to have di&lofed^ 
that the courfe and extent of female duties^ 
and the true value of the female charadler, 
iare to be colleded. 

In different countries, and at different 
periods, female excellence has been efti- 
mated by very different flandards. At al- 
moft every period it has been rated among 

nations, deeply immerfed in barbarifm, by 
the fcale of fervile fear and capacity for 
toiL Examine the domeftic proceedings 
of favage tribes in the old world and in 
the new, and afk who is the beft daughter 
and the befl wife. The anfwer is uniform* 
She who bears with fuperior perfeverancc 
the viciffitudes of feafons, the fervour of the 
fun, the dews of night : She who, after a 
imarch through woods and fwamps from 
morn to eve, is the firfl to bring on her 

ihoulders 
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(hoi^Iders a burthen of fuel, and foremoll 
ia ere^ng the faoxlly wigwam, while the 
men ftand arouml ia liftlefs unconcern : 
She who fearches with the greateft aftivity. 
for h)Qt8 in the fpreft ; prowls with moft 
fiiccefa along the fhore for limpets ; and 
diyes with unequalled fortitude for iea« 
eggs in the creek : She who (lands dripping 
and famiihed before her hufband, while he 
dcTOurs, ftretched at eafe, the produce of 
her exertions; waits his tardy permiffion 
without a word or a look of impatience ; 
and feeds, with the humbled gratitude, and 
the ihorteft intermifiion of labour, on the 
fcraps and offals which he difdains : She, 
in a word, who is moft tolerant of hard-* 
ihip and of unkindnefs. When nations 
l^egin to emerge from grofs barbarifm, every 
ntw ftep which they take towards refine- 
meitt is commonly marked by a gentler 
treattniint, and a more reafonable eftima- 
tioh oT women* And every improvement 
in tti^ir opinions and condudl refpe^fling 
thi female iex prepares the way for addir- 
tlbaal pfX)greft in civilization. It is not, 

c however, 



howerer, in the ruderrefe of uncivilized life^^ 
that female worth can either be fitly appri-^ 
hended, or be difplayed in its genuine co^ 
Unirs. And we (hall be the lefs inclined td 
«90nder at the peryerfion of ideas whrcjt: 
&as been exemplified on this fubje&, amidft 
ignorance and neceffity, simong Hottentota 
and Indians ; wheit we confider the erro-' 
neous opinions on the fame topic which h^ve 
obtained more or lels currency in our own 
country, and even in modem times. It 
would perhaps be no unfair reprefentation of 
the fentiment which prevailed in the lafl ige^ 
to aflSrm that fhe who was completely verfed 
in the fciences of pickling and preferving, 

^nd in the myfleries of crofs-flitch and em- 
broidery ; flie who was thoroughly niiflrefs 
*>f the family receipt-book and of her needle, 
was deemed, in point of folid attainmentSj^ 
to have reached the meafure of female per- 
£e£lion. Since that period, however, it has 
j^een univeffally acknowledged, that the iur 
tclledual powers of wpinen are not,refli:idr 
cd to-. the arts of the houfejceeper and the 
:fempftrefs. -Genius, tafle, and learning it* 

2;; felf, 
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felf, have appeared in the number of female 
endowments and acquifitions. And we 
have heard, from time to time, fome bold 
aiTertors of the rights of the weaker fex 
ftigmatizing, in terms of indignant com« 
plaint, the monopolifing injuftice of the 
other; laying claim,on behalf of their clients, 
to co-ordinate authorityln every department 
of fcience and of erudition ; and upholding 
the perfeft equality of injured womaq and 
ufurping man in language fo little guarded, 
as fcarcely to permit the latter to confider 
the labours of the camp and of the fenate 
as exclufively pertaining to himfelf. 

The Power who called the human race 
into being has, with infinite wifdom, regard- 
ed, in the ftrudure of the corporeal frame, 
the tafks which the different fexes were re* 
^edively deftined to fulfil. To man, on 
whom the culture of the foil, the erefkion 
of dwellings, and, in general, thofe opera- 
tions of induftry, and thofe meafures of dc-^ 
fence, which include difficult and dangerous 
exertion, were ultimately to devolv^j He 

c 2 has 
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has imparted the ftretigth of limb, and the 
robuftncfs of conftitution, requifite for the 
perfeveriiig endurance of toil. The female 
form, not commonly doomed, in countries 
where the progrefs of civilifation is far ad* 
vaticed, to labours more fevere than the 
offices of domeftic life^ He has caft in a 
fmaller mould, and bound together by a 
Jodfer texture. But, to proteft weaknefs 
from the oppreffion of domineering fupe* 
riority, thofe whom He has not qualified to 
contend, He has enabled to fafcinate ; and 
has amply compenfated the defedi of tnuf* 
cular vigour by fymmetry and expreffion^ 
by elegance and grace. To me it appears, 
that He has adopted, and that He has 
tidopted with the moft confpicuous wif- 
dom, a correfponding plan of difcrimina^ 
tibii between the mental powers and difpo- 
fitions of the two fexes. The fcience of 
legiflation, of jurifprudence, of political 
cieonomy ; the condudl of government in 
z\i its executive fnndtious ; the abftrufe 
fdearches of erudition 5 the inexhauftible 

depths of philofpphy^ the acquirements 

«-• -' fubordinate 
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fubordinatc to navigation ; the kivowledge 
indifpenfable in tke wid^ field of commerr 
<:ial cnterprife ; the arts of defence, and qf 
attack^ by land and by fea, which the vio-- 
lence or the fraud of .unprincipled aifailants 
tender needful^ thefci and other iludies, 
purfuits, and occupations, aflignqd chiefly 
ctr entirely to men, demand the efforts of it 
mind endued with the powers of dofe and 
comprehenfiye reafoning, and of intenie 
and continued application, in a degree in 
which they are not requifite for the dit 
charge of the cuftomary offices of female 
duty. It would therefore feem natural tp 
eKpe4):, and experience, I think, confirms 
the juftice of the expedation, thjit the Giver 
of all good, after beftowing thofe powecs 
qn men with, a liberality proportioned to 
th(B fubfifting neceffity, would impart theqi 
to the female mind with a more fpari'pg 
hand* It was equally natural to expei^, 
that in. the difpenfation of other qualities 
and talents, ufeful and important to both 
fexes, but particularly fuited to the fphere 
in which women were intended to move, 

C3 He 
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He would confer the larger portion of hh 
bounty on thofe who needed it the moft. 
It is accordingly manifeil, that, in fpright- 
linefs and vivacity, in quicknefs of percep- 
tion, in fertility of invention, in powers 
adapted to unbend the brow of the learned, 
to refrefli the over-laboured faculties of the 
wife, and to diffufe throughaut the family 
circle the enlivening and endearing fmile 

'of cheerfulnefs, the fuperiority of the female 

-mind is unrivalled. 

Does man, vain of his pre-eminence in 
the track of profound inveftigation, boaft 
^that the refult of the enquiry is in his 
favour ? Let him check the premature 
triumph, and liften to the ftatement of 
another, article in the account, which, in 
the judgement of prejudice itfelf, will be 
found to reftore the balance. As yet the 
• native worth of the female character has 
beeji imperfedly developed. To eftimate 
it fairly, the view muft be extended from 
the compafs and fhades of intelleft, to the 
difpofitions ?ind feelings of the heart, 

\V^ere 
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Were we caWtfd ilpori to produce examples' 
of the,moft amiable tendencies and afFedion^ 
implanted in human nature, of modefty,' 
ef delicacy, of fympathifing fenfibility, of 
prompt and aftive benevolence, of warmth 
aiwl tendernefs of attachment ; whither 
ihould we at once turn our eyes ? To the 
tiftcir, td the daughter, to the wife. Thefe en- 
iJo^wments form the glory of the female fex. 
Thty {hint {a) amidft the darknefs of un- 

puUivated 

» 

, {a). The coaj.ugal aad parental affedion of the ^'omea 
arQODg the North American Indians is noticed by Cap- 
tain Carver, and by other writers, who have defcribed 
the fayage tribes of the New World; and it appears the 
xpore confpicuous in, thofe accounts, as the Reader cannot 
^void contradbg it with the fallen apathy of the men. In 
the late Admiral Byron's Nafr^tive of the calamities en« 
dured by himfe}f and his companions after their fhipwreck 
near the Straits of Magellan, he records feveral very for- 
ci))Ic and pleaiing inilances of compaffionate benevolence 
ihcwn to them by the female part of the famiUes of their 
Indian condudlors ; inilances which, h'ke the former, ap- 
pjcar with all the advantage of icontrafl. I will not multi- 
jflj authorities and quotations on a fubje6i neither doubtful 
t^ itfelf» nor likely tp feem doubtful to the Reader ; but 
vill pro<lucc, in the. plage of; dil further teftimony, the un- 
eqi^ivocal declaration ^ of a man, who, like Ulyifcs of old, 

« mmm^ MoTcs homiuum multorum vidit et urbes ;" 

c 4 had 
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Guitivated b^rbarifai ; theygaire to civilirec)^ 
fociety it:a brighteft 4|x4 moft attfft^ivQ 

luftre. .. (. . ... : 

• ■ • - 

H • • ' f r. ; •• 1 no 

had travelled with a mind bent on ^bfervation \hrouga 
widely-feparatcd diftrifts bf the earth, ?.id had expAicficrff, 
in almod all the . coiuitrks ^t:H ,kp::vi^e(i^ ^thfc iitijoof 
preffure of . misfortune. . I. give jii^ evidence lA .his own 
words. *^ I have always femarlced that women in all 
«'. :<^ountit^ : are dtil> bhligmgi» tedder; and haiiiat^ ;• iSliit 
they are ever inclined ,to be gay and chccrfvili^'ti^KHf)^^^ 
• and modeft ; and that they do . not hefitatc, like men, 
** to perfortii a generous action. Not haughty, not arro- 
*< gant, not fupercilious, they are full of courtefy, and 
^* fond of fociety; more liable, in general, to ^^than 
** man ; but in general, alfo, more vhtu^us, and perform- 
*^ ing "more good afttons tharit he, To a woman, Whc* 
« thct* civilifed or favage, I ncVcr addrefic^ myfelf In the 
^' language of decency and friendfhip, without receiving 
*f ^a decent and friendly anfwer. With man it has ofteil' 

• • • • f 

"been otherwifc. Iii wandering over the barren plaini" 
<* of inhofpltable Denmark,, through honeft Sweden attd* 
**• frozen Lapland, rude and churlifh Finland, xinprin- 
*» cipled Ruffia, arid tJie wide-fpread regions of the wtui. 
^< dering Tartar ; if hungry, dry, cold, wet, or flck, the 
" woitien have ever been friendly to me, and uniformly^ 
** fo. And to add to this irirtirej.fo worthy the afipellatioii^ 
f* of benevolence, thefe aftrons have been performed in fa 
« free and fo kind a manner ; that, if I was dry, I drank 
** the f\\»eetcft draught, and if hdngiy, I eat the coarfe 
H moricl with doable relifli." — ^ee the Account of Mr.' 

J-edyar4 
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The priority of female excellence in the 
points V now ufider confideration^ man is 
feldom undifcerning enough to deny. But 
he not unfrequently endeavours to aggran-r 
dife >his own merits^ by reprefenting himfelf 
as charaderifed in return by fuperior forti- 
tude. In the firft place, however, the reality 
of the' fafl: alleged is extremely problematic 
tical. ; What if the female heart would 
recoil from the horrors of fanguinary com- 
bat ? The refolution which is difplayed in 
braving the perils of war is, in mod men^ 
to a YCTJ confiderable degree, the effedl of 
habit and of other extraneous caufes. Cou-^ 
rage is adeemed the commoneft qualifica- 
tion of a foTdien And why is it thus com- 
mon ? . Mot (o much becaufe the ftock of 
native refolution, beftowed on the gene- 
rality of men, is very large; as becaufe 
that ftock IS -capable of being increafed by 
difcipline, by habit, by fy mpathy, by en- 
cour^gemept, by the dread of fhame, by 

jLedyard in Ae Proceedings of the Affociation for making 
pifcoTeties in the interior Barts of Africa* London, 1790^ 

the 
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the thirft of credit and renowft, almoft to 
an unlimited extent. The influence, how^ 
ever, of theffe caufes is not reftridiked to 
men, ^ In towns which have long fuftained 
the horrors of. a fiege, the defcending 
bomb has- been found, in numberlefsi in- 
ftances, fcarcely to excite more alarm in 
the female part of the. families of private 
f HiKps, than among their brothers {i) and 

jb^iibandst 

(3) Tt would be cafy to multiply examples from ancient 
Lfftb^fena to prove thatj -among nations imperfeAly civf- 
lifcd, wjsmen have frequently encountered^ '^ith -unn^keii 
fortitjjide, the perils and vicifTitudes of military campaign^ 
Examples more recent may be found even in our own 
ccmlitiT'.' Dr. Henry, defcribing, in his Hiftory of Eng-- 
laadj (vpl. v, p. ^45*) the mz^pners pf tbc former pari 
pf the fifteenth century, obferves, that " tb? ferocity of 
** thofe unha^p}^ times vras fo great, that it infeftcd the 
*i fJBur and gjentlc fejc^ and. in»de ra;my hdies ^nd.gentlev 
^*- women rtake up arms, and. foUpw \he i^r^de of war.f* ^ H^ 
alfo quotes a writer of credit, who affirms, that ** many 
** worthy ladies and gentlewomen, both PVench and Eng- 
*' Ufli,?' took part in the^^ge ^ Sens, during tjie: year 
i^zo ; of whom " piany began the feats of arms long 
•« time ago, but of lyfng at fieges now they begin firllJ''' 

The influence ofhabjtf not merely in diflipating unrca-i 
fonable alarms, but in producing that kind of coi^ragct 
which ought rather to be called infenilbility of danger. 

is. 
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iiufbands. But fortitude is not to be fought 
merely on the rampart, on the deck, on 
the field of battle* Its place is no lefs in 
the chamber of ficknefs and pain, in the 
retirements of anxiety, of grief, and of 
difappointment. In bearing viciffitudes of 
fortune, in exchanging wealth for penury, 
fplendor for difgrace, women feem, as far 
as experience has decided the queftion, to 
have fhewn themfelves little inferior to mem 

hf in few inflances, more evident than in the fearlefs ua- 
foncern with which the ikirts of Mount Vefuvius, and of 
other volcanos, are inhabited ; and the alacrity with which 
diftridls repeatedly ravaged by eruptions are re-occupie4* 
Ja thefe examples, the female mind appear^ to be rendered 
as devoid of apprehenfion as that of the men. In the late 
eruption of Vefuvius, eighteen thoufand inhabitants, driven 
from Torre del Greco by an inundation of lava, which 
took its courfe through the centre of the town, returned* 
ere the ruins were yet cold, to rebuild their dwellings ; and 
poiitively refufed the offers, repeatedly made to them by 
the Neapolitan Government, of a fettlement in a lefs daq* 
gerous fituation. We do not hear that the female part of 
the community folicitcd their relations of the other fex to 
accede to the propofal ; or that they remonftrated againft 
returning to tl|e fpot, from which the fiery deluge h?id ex- 
relled them. 

With 
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With refped to fupporting the languor 
and the acutenefs of difeafe, the weight of 
teftimony is wholly on the fide of the 
weaker fex, Afk the profeffors of the 
medical art, what defcription of the per* 
fons whom they attend exhibits the higheft 
patterns of firmnefs, compofure, and refig* 
nation under tedious and painful trials ; and 
they name at once . their female patients* 
That a portion, of this calm refolution may 
not be refolved, like fome of the adive 
^ bravery of the foldier, into the effedts of 
difcipline and habit, as women have in 
general lefs of robuft health than men, I 
do not mean to contend. It has, indeed^ 
been aflerted, that wom^n, in confequence 
of the (lighter texture of their frame, do 
not undergo, in the amputation of a limb, 
and in other cafes of corporal fufiering, 
the fame degree of anguifli which is en«» 
durcd by the rigid mufcles and ftubborn 
iinews of perfons of the other fex under 
limilar circumftances ; and that a fmaller 
portion of fortitude is fufficient to enable 
the former to bear the trial equally well 

with 
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with the latter. The aflertion, however, 
appears to have been advanced not only 
without proof, but without the capability 
of proof. Who knows that the nerves 
are not as keenly feniible in a finer texture 
as in one more robuft ? Who knows that 
they are not more keenly fenfible in the 
firft than in the fecond ? Who can eftimate 
the degree of pain, whether of body or of 
mind, endured by any individual except 
himfelf ? How can any perfon inftitute a 
comparifon, when of neceffity, as it fhould 
feem, he is wholly ignorant of one of the 
points to be compared ? If, in the external 
indications of mental refolution, women 
are not inferior to men ; is a theory which 
admits not of experimental confirmation a 
reafonable ground for pronouncing them 
inferior in the reality ? Nor let it be deem- 
ed wonderful, that Providence fhould have 
conferred on women in general a portion of 
original fortitude, not much inferior, to 
fpeak of it in the loweft terms compatible , 
with trUtl^, to that commonly implanted 
in perfous- of the other fex^ on whom 

many 
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many more fcenes of danger and df ftfe-* 
nuous exertion we devolved. If the natural 
tendemefs of the female mind, cheriflied, 
too, as that tendernefs is in civilifed nations^ 
by the eftablifhed modes of eafe, induU* 
gence, and refinement, were not balanced 
by an ample fhare of latent refolution ; how 
would it be capable of enduring the fhocks 
and the forrows to which, amid the uncer- 
tainties of life, it muft be expofed ? Finally, 
whatever may be the opinion adopted as 
to the precife amount of female fortitude, 
when compared with that of men, the 
former, I think, muft at leaft be allowed 
this relative praife : that it is lefs derived 
from the mechanical influence of habit and 

4 

example than the latter ; lefs tindlured 
with ambition : lefs blended with infenfi- 
bility ; and more frequently drawn from 
the only fource of genuine ftrength of 
mind, firm and aSive principles of reli- 
gion. 

The Reader will have beeovjiwarc that 
the fketch, which I have endeavoured to 

trace 
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trace in the preceding outlines, is that of 
the female charadtei* under its cuftoraarjr 
form ; not under thofe deviations from its 
ufual appearance, which are known fome- 
times to occur. It is our firft: bufinefs to 
Cattle the general- rule, not to particularife 
the exception. But amid the endlefs di- . 
verfity of nature; amid the innumerable 
multitudes of cotemporary individuals, dif- 
tinguifhed each from the other in their 
niind.s, no lefs than in their countenances, 
by ftronger or fainter lines of diiFerence, 
and thrown into a variety of fituations and 
circumflainces, feverally calculated to call 
forth and improve particular talents, and 
encourage particular purfuits, exceptions, 
win be frequent. Hence many inftances 
might be produced from each fex of per* 
fons who have poiFefTed a more than com-* 
mon (hare of the qualities and difpofitions, 
which in ordinary cafes are found moil 
ccmfpicuous in the other. It might evei> 
be poffible to date fome examples of wo^ 
men who have fcarcely been furpafled by 
the mod eminent men in depth and com*- 

prehen- 
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prehenfivenefs of intelle<3: ; and of men, 
who have nearly equalled their rivals of 
the other fex in quicknefs of fancy^ in dc* 
licacy of fentiment, and in warmth of af- 
fe£lion. There are alfo pcrfons of each 
Cex who are greatly deficient in thofe qua- 
lifications, by which it was natural to expeOr 
that they would have been chiefly diftin* 
guifhed. But all thefe cafes are variations 
from the general courfe of things ; and va- 
riations on which, at prefent, it would be 
ufelefs to enlarge. 

ft 

Of the errors and vices which infeft hui- 
man nature, fome are equally prevalent in 
the two fexes; while others, in confequence 
of the peculiarities by which the charafler 
of the one fex is difcriminated from that of 
the other, peculiarities which gain addi- 
tional ftrength from the diverfity in the 
offices of life refpe^livdy afligned to each, 
do pLOt exercifet an equal power over both* 
Thus, among women in whom feminine 
delicacy and feeling have not been almoft 
obliterated, {I am not, at prefent, taking re- 
ligious 
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li^ous principle into the account,) intern-* 
perance^ in wine, and the ufe of language 
grofsly profane, are nearly unknown ; and 
fhe who fhould be guilty of either crime, 
would be generally regarded as having 
debafed herfelf to the level of a brute.* 
On the other hand, there are failings and 
temptations to which the female mind is 
particularly expofed by its native ftrudlure 
and difpofitions. On thefe treacherous 
underminers, thefe inbred afTailants, of 
female peace and excellence, the fuperin- 
tending eye of education is ftedfaftly to be 
fixed. The remains of their unfubdued 
hoftility will be among the circumftances 
which will exercife even to the clofe of 
life the moft vigilant labours of confcience. 
It is neceffary, therefore, to be explicit on 
the fubjeft. 

The gay vivacity and the quicknefs of 
imagination, fo confpicuous among the 
qualities in which the fuperiority of 
women is acknowledged, have a tendency 
to lead t6 unfteadinefs of mind ; to fond- 

D nefs 
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nefs of novelty j to habits of frivoloufaels^ 
and trifling employment ; to diflike of • 
fober application ; to repugnance to grayer, 
ftudies, and a too low eftimation of theix 
worth ; to an unreafonable regard. for wit^ 
and ftiining accomplifhments j to a thirft 
for admiration and applaufe; to vanity 
^nd affe<£tation. They contribute likewife 
to endanger the compofure and mildnef^ 
of the temper, and to render the difpofi- 
tions fickle through caprice, and uncertain 
through irritability* Of the errors and 
failings which have been already fpccified, 
feveral are occafionally aggravated by the 
acute fenfibility peculiar to women. Do 
we wonder that fenfibility itfelf, fingularly 
engaging and amiable as it is, fliould ihare 
the common lot of earthly bleffings, and 
come not without its difadvantages ? There 
are drawbacks not hitherto noticed, by 
which its attradions are found to be ac- 
companied. It is liable to fudden excefTes } 
it nurtures Unmerited attachments ; it is 
occafionally the fource of fufpicion, fret- 
fblnefs, and grqundlefs difcontent ; it 

fome- 
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fdmetimes degenerates into weaknefs and 
pufillanimlty, and prides itfelf in the 
feeblenefs of character which it has oc- 
ca&oned. Blended with maternal fondnefs, 
it appears in fome inftances almoll incapable 
of difcerning the fkults of children ; and 
becomes fatally indulgent to their defires. 
In the intercourfe of ordinary life it has 
been known to look for a degree of affec- 
tion, perhaps of fudden afFedion, from 

friends and acquaintances, which could 
not reafonably be expedted ; and, under 
the impulfe of groundlefs difappointment, 
to refent rather than cordially to accept 
the manifeftations of fincere and rational 
regard. And if in common it fills the 
heart with placability and benevolence ; it 
is known at times to feel even a flight 
injury with fo much keennefs, as thenfce- 
forth to harbour prejudices fcarcely to be 
ihaken, and averiion fcarcely to be mol- 
lified. 

In one inllance, if not in more, the 
delicacy of the female . frame contributes, 

D 2 in 
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In conjundlion with fome of the difpofi*- 
tions already mentioned, to lead aftray the 
underftanding. The c(yifcioufnefs( of the 
want of bodily ftrength to repel viol(;jnce 
difpofes women to value too highly in the 
other fex the qualities of courage and 
fpirit, to which they look for proteftion. 
Hence in part it arifes, that they not only 
regard with admiration thofe exertions of 
fortitude, which are truly laudable ; but 
are even heard to beftow applaufe on him 
who, conforming to a brutal and fenfelefs 
cuftom in defiance of the laws of God 
and man, expofes his own life, and feeks 
that of a fellow-creature, in a duel. 

The moft important of the confequences 
flowing from thefe caufes will hereafter 
be the fubjeds of incidental obfervation. 
At prefent it is fufEcient to have enume- 
rated the caufes themfelves. But in this 
place it is neceflary to add, that there re^ 
mains another fource of female errors and 
temptations, which has not yet been no- 
ticed, becaufe it fprings not from mental 

.. -^ . pecu- 
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peculiarities ; namely, the confcioufnefs of 
being diftinguifhed by perfonal attra£tions. 
The efFefts of this confcioufnefs on the 
female charaflef, which, if confidered by 
themfelves, are extremely ftrikipg^^ and in 
many cafes are ultimately combined with 
thbfe. which refult from the qualities and 
difpbfitidns already fpecified, will receive 
further notice in the progrefe of our en- 
quiries* 



/ 
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ON FEMALE EDUCATION. 

- 4 

In the preceding chapter fome of the 
principal materials^ on which the hand of 
education is to operate, were enumerated. 
The next object is to coniider how they 

are to be employed. 

/' 

The early attainments defirable to the 
one fex are in fo many points the fame, or 
nearly the fame, with thofe which are im- 
portant to the other, that feveral of the 
following remarks on the inftruftion of 
youth will neceflarily be of a general na- 
ture. The culture, however, of the fe- 
male mind is the point to which they will 
all be direded* 

The primary end of education is to train 
up the pupil in the knowledge, love, and 
application of thofe principles of conduct, 

which, 
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trhich) under the fuperfhteniling influence 
of the divine mercy > will lead probably to 
a confiderable iljiare of hap^iiiefs lA thi^ 
firefent life, but afluredly t6 a fiiU ibeafurd 
of it in that which is to come* The fe4 
condary end ie, to fuperadd to the poiTefntih 
of r^ht 'principles thofe improving^ aad 
oraame^tal acquifitions, iirhicby eitbsr froid 
their own nature, or from the prevailing 
CUftoms of a particular age and countrf^ 
are^liJifome degree material to the comfort 
and to the ufefulhefs^ . of the: individuaL 
The differencp id point of- importance 
which fubfifts between thefe two objedte 
is fuch, that; the diaates of fober judge*- 
ment are palpably ::jAandOncd, whenever 
the latter is fufiei^d, iti the flighteft 
manner, to encroach oil the priority of 
the former. The modes of attaining both 
objeds, and of purfuing the fecond in due 
fubordination to the firft, require to be ad- 
jufted according to the circumftances which 
eharadlerife the perfons who are to receive 
inftrudlion. Hence in female education, 
that inftrudor is ignorant or regardlefs 6f 

04 a duty 
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a duty of the higbcft concern, who, in 
transfuimg into the youthful hearer thofe 
fundamental truths which equally concera 
every jbuman being, does not anxioufly 
point put their bearing^ on thq particular 
weaknefles and errors j whether in judge-^ 
ment or in adtion, into which the female 
fex is in efjpecial danger of being betrayed. 
An attempt to efface the difcriminating fea- 
tures, which the hand of God had imprefled 
on the mind, is in every cafe impoffible to 
iccamplifh: and would be in every cafe, 
were it pradicable, the height of folly and 
|)refamption. To clFajcc thofe of the fe- 
juale mind, would be: to deprive women 
of their, diftinguiftiing excellences. But to 
anticipate the miftakes, to reftrain the ex^ 
cefles, to guard againft the unwarrantable 
paflions, which originate in the very fource 
whence thofe excellences flow, is to confer 
on the workn^anfliip of God the culture and 
the care which he intended that it flbould 

* ' ■ ' 

receive from the hand of man. It is hum- 
bly to contribute towards the progrefs of 
its improvement th^t mite, pf afliftance, 
'/ which, 
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which, ia the counfels of fupreme wifdom^ 
he thought fit to leave dependent on hu- 
toan co-operation. 

* 

Are we then authorifed, in point of faft, 
to affirm, that in this country, and in the 
prefent times, 'the inftrudtion of young 
perfo^ of the female fex is generally car* 
ried on with a fyftematic and due regard to 
each of the two purpofe^ of education ; and 
alfo, with lively and uniform folicitude to 
counteract the fubduftive errors and tempta- 
tions, which derive much of their ftrength 
from the peculiarities of the female cha- 
rader ? 

As the edudation of girls is fometime$ 
conducted at hoille, fometimes at a public 
fchool ; any reply, which may be offered to 
the preceding queftion, muft refer diftinftly 
to both plans. 

In the inftrudion of perfons whom we 
believe to be deftined to furvive the ftroke 
of death, and to furvive in happinefs or in 

mifery 
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mifery proportioned to the nature of their 
conduct in this fhort and preparatory^fcenc 
of exiftence, the main objed: to be purfued 
is to infpire them with fuch views of things, 
to train them to fuch difpofitions and afiec- 
tions, to eftablifh them in fuch principled 
and rules of adion, as are calculated to 
render that future and moft important ftate 
of being, a period of bleffednefs. , Such 
would ftill have been the dictates of reafon, 
had the refult been likely to be unfavour- 
able to happinefs in the prefent life. How 
forcibly, then, do they prefs upon thofe 
who are convinced, as is the cafe with all 
who believe in the Chriftian Revelation, 
that " godlinefs has the promife of the life 
" which now is, as well as of that which 
*' is to come [c) :'* that the very fame views 
of things, the very fame alFedions and diC- 
pofitions, the very fame principles and 
rules of adion, which lead to never-ending 
felicity hereafter, promife in the common 
courfe of events a larger portion of external 
comforts than is attainable by any other 

{£) I Tim. iv. 8. 

means j 
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means ; and are accompanied by a ferenity 
of heart, and by a cheerful fenfe of the pro- 
tufting care of infinite Power, Wifdom, and 
Goodnefs, which far more than outweigh 
the collefted amount of all other terreftrial 
enjoyments. The chief folicitude, there- 
fore^ of every one, who is called to fulfil 
the duties of tuition, ought to be this : to 
engage the underfl:anding and the a£feft:ions 
of the pUpil ill favour of piety and virtue, 
and to detach the mind from that fupreme 
love of worldly objeAs to which it is prone, 
by unfolding the truth, the importance, and 
the inherent excellence of the Chriftian re- 
ligion : and by inculcating morality not as 
attainable by human ability without the 
Divine affiftance, but as the fruit of Chrif- 
tianity through the influence of the Holy 
Spirit ; not as confifting in actions bencfi- 
oial to fociety, without reference to the 
motives from which they proceed, but as 
flowing from an earnefl defire to .pleafe the 
Supreme Being by the exercife of juftice 
and benevolence to man ; not as ultimately 
refting on independent principles and ob- 
ligations 
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ligations of its own, but as founded on 
the precepts and fandions of the Gt)fpel,. 
and forming one branch of human duty 
to God, 

Is the truth of this pofition omiverfally 
admitted? It is not. By fome perfons, 
•who, difdaining the maxims of what they 
ftyle the vulgar herd of mankind, aflert 
pretenfions to fuperior intelligence j and 
by others, who, from humility, from 
faihion, from thoughtlefs indolence, or 
from felf-love fuggefting extravagant ideas 
as to the natural powers and difpofitions 
of mankind, have acquiefced in the autho- 
rity of the former; an opinion precifely 
the reverfe of this is maintained. We are 
told that the great bufinefs of Education 
is to guard the mind againft the influence 
of prejudice : that of all prepofleflions, 
thofe which refpe£t religion are the moft 
dangerous and the moil enflaving ; the 
moft eafy to be imbibed in childhood and 
youth ; the moft difficult when once im- 
bibed, to be fhaken off in the maturity of 

the 
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the underftanding : that religion is there- 
fore a fubje£t whiph ought never to be 
brought forward as a matter of inftrudlion, 
but rather to be entirely kept out of fight 
during the courfe of education ; in order 
that the young perfon, whenjudgement fhall 
have acquired fuflicientftrength,may>veigh 
with unbiafled difcernment the contending 
creeds, which divide the well-informed part 
of mankind, and adopt that which fhall be 
found conformable to reafon and truth. 
Thus, it is aflerted, and thus only, will be- 
lief be rational. Thus, and thus only, add 
fome of the patrons of this opinion, who, 
difclofe, intentionally or unintentionally, 
the fecret fentiment as to religion which 
the majority of them entertain, will the 
world be enabled to ftiake off the fetters of 
delufion, prieftcraft, and fanaticifm ; and 
children have a chance of . being emanci- 
pated from the fuperftitions of their fore- 
fathers. 

It will be proper to remove this obftaclc 
before we attempt to proceed further. 

The 
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The human mind in infancy has been 
compared, and in fome refpcitsjuftly com- 
pared, to a blank fheet of paper. In one 
material point, however, the comparifoti 
fails. The fheet of paper, depofited on a 
ihelf, or locked up in a drawer, continues 
a blank ; it acquires no impreflion of cha^- 
raders, until they are purpofely imprinted 
by the hand of the writer. Is that the cafe 
with the youthful mind ? If you forbear to 
imprefs it with ideas and fentiments, can 
you prevent it ffom receiving impreffions 
from the perfons and the cbje<3ts with which 
it is daily converfant ? As well might you 
forbid the calm furface of the lake to refledt 
the woods and rocks of the imper^ding 
mountains. The mind, be it admitted, is 
originally an uafown field, prepared, it 
m-ay be, for the reception of any crop. 
But if thofe, to whom the culture of it 
belongs, negledt to fill it with good grain, 
it will fpeedily and fpontaneoufly be co- 
vered with weeds. If right principles of 
action are not implanted, wrong principles 
will fprout up ; if religion be not foflered, 

irreligion 
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irrellgion will take root. The foil, in its 
natural ftate, favors the growth of every 
noxious produdlion* The experience of 
every one, who attends to the workings of 
his own heait, bears teftimony to the truth 
of the fcriptural do(fh:ine concerning the 
inherent tendency to evil, which charac- 
terifes humaii nature. To keep the mind 
during a feries of years in a date of per- 
fed: indifference as to the truth or falfe- 
hood of the prevailing religion of the 
country, would te impofEble. And the 
common effe£t, were the fcheme feafible, 
would be, that they who "were brought up 
to the age of maturity without the flighteft 
inclination to any particular religion, would 
cither remain indifferent to all religion as 
long as they fhould live ; or, more pro- 
bably, become bitter enemies of a Revela- 
tion irreconcilably adverfe to the difpoli- 
tions and habits which they would have 
acquired. 

In the next place, let us be permitted to 
afk thofe declared enemies of every pro- 

4 c;eeding 
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ceedlng which may bias the youthful mind, 
whether they a£t up to their own princi- 
ples. Do they inculcate on their own chil- 
dren no elements of knowledge, no tootivcs 
of adion, no rules of condudl ? They will 
cxpfefs furprife at the abfurdity of the ques- 
tion. They will tell us, and they will telf 
us truly, and they will extend the obferva- 
tion to any topic which happens to be 
propofed to them, religion excepted, that 
to train up children without knowledge, 
without maxims of moral behaviour, left 
their opinions on thofe fubjedls fhould be 
biafled, would be as unphilofophical as it 
would be to prohibit them from walking, 
that when arrived at years of difcretion they 
might decide, uninfluenced by the preju-^ 
dices of habit, whether they would travel 
on two legs or on four. They will tell us, 
that they recommend to their offspring what 
they themfelves, as enquirers. after know- 
ledge, have feen reafon to believe true, and 
have experienced to be lifeful ; and that 
they alfo communicate the proofs of that 
truth and of that utility. It feems, then, 
that religion is the fubjed in which thefe 

enemies 
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enemies of prejudice and enquirers ^fter 
knowledge have difcovered neither utility 
nor truth. Be it fo. But why are not we, 
who believe Chriftianity to be both true and 
fuperlatively ufeful, and likewife indifpenfa* 
bly neceffary, why are not we to recommend 
it to our children with carneflnefs corre- 
fponding to our convi^ion of its certainty 
and importance; and thoroughly to inftrud: 
them in the evidence on which that con- 
viction is eflablifhed ? 

The fad is, that whatever may be the 
fpeculations of eccentric and fdeptical phi- 
lofophers, among perfons who believe and 
examine the Scriptures, not ^ fhadow of 
doubt can remain on the point iti queflion. 
la the facred volume we meet with pre- 
cepts conformable to the repreferitation 
which it gives of humati nature as inclined 
to evil, and as finding no prefervative from 
fin and punifhment but in religion. We 
heatf in the Old Teftament the invitation 
of David : ^^ Comei ye chil^|b^Q, hearken 
*V unto me ; I will teach you the fear of 

£ " the 
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" the Lord [dy We hear Solopion thus 
addreffing parents : " Train up a child in 
"..the waj he {hould go^ and when he is 
M old he will not depart from it (^)." We 
hear the voiceof God himfelf fpeakrng thu» 
ip figqal cpmmendation of Abraham : " I 
" . know that he will commatxd his childjren 
" and his houfehold after him, and they 
"- {hall keep, the way of, the Lord (/)•" 
We hear the Alm^hty repeatedly admo- 
nifliing the Ifraelites to be diligent in teach- 
ing their children his laws, and the wonders 
which he had wrought for their fathers [g). 

The New Teftament reiterates, the ianxe lef- 

• ■ ■- . • . 

fpn. Our Saviour's, reproof of thofe, who 
would not fufFer the little children to cq^^.^ 
unto him (A), might of it£bl£, perhaps, iji^ 
cline us to forebode his difpleafure againft 
p^erfons who, in future times, fhouJd noj:-. 
fiafFer them to come to tl^e knowledge o£ 
his gofpel. But the.poiat isi not left to.rcft 

• ■ 

(d) Pfalm xxxiv. 1 1. (a) P,roycrb8> xxii. 6, 

(/) Gen. Xviii. 19. ' (g) Deut. iv. 10. vi. 7—20; xi. 19* 
(^^ Matt. XIX, 14.* Mark, jc* 14^;: JLuke, xviii. i6. ' 
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on • prefumptions. St. Paul, in exprefely 
commanding* children to " obey their pa** 
" rents in tbe Lord (/)/' and becaufe their 
obedience " is well pltajtng unto tbe Lord{k)^\ 
gives a decisive proof of his own judgement'^ 
that children ought to be inftrutSied in the 
religion of Chrift. In perfed: conformity 
tvith this judgement the fame apoftle cori-^ 
gratulates a favourite convert^ becaufe, Ity 
ufe his own words, " from a child thou haft 
" known the fcriptures, which are able to 
" make thee wife unto falvation, through 
« faith, which is in Chrift Jefus (/)." An^ 
in another place he exprefsly commands 
parents, iri terms tvhich alone would have 
been fufficient to decide the queftion, " to 
" bring up their children in the nurture 
** and admonition of the Lord (^)/* 

fifom the refult or fuch enquirres as I 
have been able to make on the fabjed, it 

appears that, in the generality of public fe- 

■ • • ' *. • • ■ ' 

(i) Ephef. vi. I. (i) Coloir. iil. 20. 

(/) 2 Tim, ill. 15. (w?) Ephef. vi. 4. 

E 2 minaries 
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minariesand bdarding-fchools^thls moment-' 
ous ob}c6t of religious inftrudtion is by no 
means purfued either With proper earncft- 
iiefs, or in a judicious manner ; and that, in 
fome, the attention which it occupies merits 
no better appellation than that of form, and 
ferves only to impofe on the parents of the 
children who are placed there, and to filJ 
the young mind with contempt, or at leaft 
with unconcern, a« to the moft awful of all 
confiderations. There may be particular 
exceptions j but that the ftate of the cafe^^ 
On the whole, both in the metropolis and 
in the country, accords with this reprefenta- 
tion, feems to be a fa£t, which, unhappily, 
admits not of difpUte. 

On the want of due earneftnefs with re- 
gard to the inculcation of religion in public 
feminaries, I mean not to dwell at prefent ; 
as I (hall, ere long, be under the neceffity 
of recurring to the fubjed, when the mode 
in which the objefts comprehended under 
the fecond branch' of Education are purfued, 
and the degree of attention which they in 

general 
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ft 

general receive, come to be difcufled. 
The ufual defed of judgement, in the man- 
ner of imprefling the principles and in- 
junSions of Chriftianity, appears to me to 
confift in thefe two circumftances. Firft, 
they are commonly inculcated in the form 
of a dry and authoritative lefture, w^ithout 
being placed in a full light and in their 
proper colours, vrithout being applied and 
illuftrated in fuch a method as to create a 
deeply-rooted conviflion of the influence 
which they claim over every period and 
every aftidn of life, or to Ihtereft the affec- 
tions of the opening mind. Hence reli- 
gion appears particularly dull and unat- 
tractive ; and is rather dreaded as an auftere 
monitor and a relentlcfs judge, than loved 
as the giver of prefent and future happi- 
nefe (/?). Secondly, they are prefented to 

the 



(o) Tn fbme boarding fchools a general mode of puni(h. 
ment ha$ been to oblige the offender to tranfcribey qt to get 
hy rote^ one or ipore chapters pf tbp Bible* Jn fome few 
cafesy when the offence is a flagrant violation of a precept 
of religion, and the fele£ted portion of Scripture relates im- 

E 3 mediately 



54 ON FEMALE EDUCATION. 

the underftanding rather as uuths to be iin- 
plicitly received on the credit of the teacher, 
and on the ground of their eftablifhed pre-r 
yalence, than a^ truths refting on the foUd 
bafis of fad; and argument, and inviting. at. 
^11 times the clofeft inveftigation of their 
certainty which the mind is capable of bq-^ 
flowing^ JSenjce, when a young woman, 
begins to adi for herfelf on the ftage of life, 
^.nd a growing confidence in her own ji^dge- 
ment, together with the effect of jpew fcenes 
^<1 fitualions which incidentally a^ife, leflfenisi 
the eftimation in which £h,e . qnce held the, 
opinioos Cjf ' her inftru(3:or-s ; it is fcaroely* 
poffiUle but that her regard for religipiij^ 
which, whct;her greater oij lefs, was. ir^. g^ 
cpnfiderable degree derived from that ^fti* 
m.atipn, mufli at the f^me tim€ be impairecl. 
Aad if fhe fhould be thrown, as in thefe 
days of widely-extended intercourfe is not 

mediately to the crime, the pra6lice may be advlfable. But, 
ufcd as a generafl and fndifcriniinate method of punifhment, 
it'feems one;- of the'apteft plans that cotild be devifed to 
reader the Bible 'odious to all the ihliabitants of th^ 
fchool. 

very 
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very improbable, into habitd bf familiarity 
with perfons who in pfaftice flight fdme of 
the injunftions of the GofJ)ei, Who are de- 
void of the general fpirrt which it iritul- 
cates, or who dotibt or difbelieve its dlvm? 
brigin ; is it wonderful that hfer faltfr 
ihould waver, when fhe feels herfetf at 
once allured by temptations, and lihable to 
give one fatlsfadtory rbafoh fbr crediting 
the book vvhich' co'mmaiids her to refift 
them ? I am .aware ttial diirinV a certa,iri 
period of childhood it is true, no lefs in 
the cafe of religion than of other brs^nohe^ 
bf inftrudJion, that the truth and the pro- 
priety of mslny things muft be'recdved 
by the pupil on the credit of t!i'e inftru6itor • 
becaufe the* rhiiid is not thefi compeftent 
to judge of the proofs by which they are 
eftablifhed- Yet, even during that period, 
it feems to me . generally defirable, and. 
particularly on the fubjedl of religion, that 
the pupil fhould be apprifed both of this^ 
jieceffity and of the caufe of it : and fhould/ 
•be taught to ejtpedi that ample informktioh' 
will be afforded as fobn as fhe mall become 

E 4 fully 
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fully capable of underftanding it. As the 
intelle<3:ual faculties expand, the more 
obvious proofs of revealed religion ought 
to be gradually developed. And, in the 
concluding years of education, the pre- 
fcribed ftudies unqueftionably ought to com<ie 
prebend the leading evidences pf Chriftian-r 
ity, arranged with (impUcity, but in a re- 
gular ord^r j conveyed in familiar, but not 
Vninterefting language j comprifed within a 
moderate conjpafs ; and divefted of learned 
fefe;repces, and critical difquifitions (<?). 

"When, girls are educated at home, 
though in the article of religious inftruc- 
tipn the two defe<a:s already fpecifi^d are 
found tQ fubfift in a coqfiderable degree, 
it generally occupies more attentioq ths^n it 

[o) If tlii?re fhould be no cxifting fummary of the evi. 
dcnces of Chrlftianity, which is entirely fuited to the par- 
ticular purpof^ in view, it could not be difficult to compile 
one fropfi thp excellent treatifes pn the fubjeft already be- 
fore the public. And I truft that fome of thofe perfons, 
who have fo meritorioufly diftinguifhed themfelves by 
vrorks calculated to improve the courfe of female educa^ 
tion, will be induced to undertake the taik^ 

obtains 
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obtains in fchoolsy and is conduced with 
greater judgement. In families in which 
juft fentiments of Chriftian duty prevail, 
it is rightly deemed that firft objeA of 
education, which, Handing pre-eminent, 
by itfelf, excludes all others, not from 
equality only, but from comparifon. Where 
Chriftian principles are lefs adlive, it is 
proportionally negleded. But if we at 
fume, and in the majority of inftances it 
will furely be no unfair aflumption, that 
the mother is equally alive to their influence 
with the condudrefs of the fchool, to 
whom her daughter, if fent from home, 
would be committed ; it is evident that 
the warmth and the folicitude of parental 
aSe£tion will impel . her to fuch a degree 
of earneftnefs and diligence in prefCng 
on her child thofe truths which fhe deems 
of the greateft- moment to the prefent 
apd eternal happinefs of the latter, as a 
ftranger, urged by no fuch powerful mo- 
tives, cannot be expeded to attain. In the 
regulation of the temper, no inconfiderable 
l>ranch of practical religion, the mother, to 

whom 
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whom each peculiarity tliat marks the dif- 
pofitions of the child is thoroughly known, 
has a decided advantage over the fchool- 
miftrefs; who has neither poflefled the 
fame opportunities of difcovering them, 
nor is likely to ftudy them with the fame 
attention and perfeverance, nor is able, with 
the fame facility, to accommodate her fet- 
tled modes of inftrudkion to remedy what 
is amifs. Arid as to the profpedl of fuc- 
cefs in difcerning and applying fiiitable me- 
thods of winning the heart to the fide of 
piety and rediitude, the fuperiority of the 
mother will in moft cafes be ftill more 
apparmt. For though in communicating 
knowledge on fubjedJs, which addrefsthem- 
felves exclufively to the underftanding, ftie 
may not be altogether equal to a perfon 
trained by long experience in the profeflion 
of teaching ; yet in every attempt to render 
knowledge amiable in the eyes of the pu- 
pil, and to lead the affedions to bear their 
reafonable part in preparing the heart for 
the fervice of God, and animating it with 
the defire of diffuling happinefs among 

mankind, 
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piankind, fhe will come to the undertaking 
with advantages, which no one but fo near 
a relation can enjoy. That inftrudtor who 
is loved the heft will commonly prove the 
naoft efficacious. In every point which has 
been fpecified, but efpecially in the laft, the 
mother will be found to derive from her 
unrivalled claim to the fond attachment of 
^he child, an influence far exceeding that of 
any other teacher. Thefe circumftanqes of 
fupeiriority,, all of which, be it remembered, 
relate to the moil important of human con- 
cerns, afford a general and very ftrong 
ground of preference to thq domellic plan 
9f education for the female fex, whenever 
the adoption of it is practicable, and con- 
fiftent with other duties. It muft be ob- 
ferved too, that, when children are brought 
up at home, to guard them from being 
clofely entangled in the pernicious fociety 
oi^ thofe who are not fo well principled 
as . jhemfelyes^ is feldom a very difficult 
talk. In a boarding-fchool the taik: would 
be impradlicable. Thrown into the pro- 
jpifcuous multitude of good and bad, 

your 
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your child will form her intimacies not with 
fuch as are the moft ileferving, but with 
fuch as are the moft agreeable. And if 
they, whom fhe feledJ;s for her aflbciates and 
friends, unite, and the union is not uncom- 
mon, agreeable qualities with bad difpo- 
fitions, fhe can fcarcely fail of being, in fome 
meafure, corrupted. Such is the unhappy 
propenfity of the human heart to evil, 
that one worthlefs girl is fometimes found 
to contaminate the greater part of a fchool. 

But in whatever place, and in whatever 
manner, religious inftrucflion be commu- 
nicated, let it be addrefled to the heart no 
lefs afliduoufl)^than to the underftanding. 
The obedience which God requires is a 
cheerful obedience: not that which proceeds 
merely from the convidion of the judge- 
ment, but that which flows alfo from the 
decided bias of purified inclinations, and is 
at oacfe the performance of duty and the 
perception of delight. Let religion be 
painted in the attradlive colours which 
belong to it. Let it not however be mif- 

repre- 
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reprefented or difguifed, with the hope 
diat in appearance it may thus be rendered 
more amiable. The fcheme is as foolilh 
as it is needlefs and criminal. Let the 
truth be fully difclofed. Let the awful 
fentenc^ denounced againft the unrepenting 
finner be imprefled no lefs ftropgly than 
the rewards prepared for the righteous. 
Let it not be difTembled that a life of ho- 
linefs, *' without which no one fliall fee 
** the Lord," is a life of watchfulnefs and 
exertion ; and has difficulties infuperable 
without afliftance from above. But let the 
undeferved and unparalleled love of God 
to man be continually and diftindly deve- 
loped. Let it be exemplified as extended 
to the pupil hei'felf, and to every indi- 
vidual, in the gift of life ; in daily and 
hourly prefervation and firpport ; in the 
pleafures refulting from the grand and 
. beautiful works of Creation ; in the ftu- 
pendous mercies of redemption, the ex- 
piation of fin, the fandifying aid of di- 
vine grace, the recovery of life and hap- 
pinefs everlafting, purchafed by the death 

of 
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of Jefus Chrift. Let it be fhewn, that^ it 
forrow be the lot of humanity, the fatherly 
chaftifcment is defigned for the ultimate 
good of the aiBided, Let it be fhewn that, 

if numbers have to look forward to mifery 

* 

hereafter, it is becaufc they will not re- 
pent and be faved ; and that " it is not 
" the will of our Heavenly Father, that 
" any one of his children fhould perifli/' 

In the cultivation of the female under- 
ftanding effential improvements have taken 
place in the prefent age. Both ih fchook 
and in private families there prevails a de* 
fire to call forth the reafoning powers of 
girls into adion, and to enrich the mind 
with ufeful and interefling knowledge fuit- 
aWe to their fex. The foundation is laid 
by communicating to the fcholar a rational 
infight into the formation and idioms of 
her native tongue. The grammatical blun- 
ders, which ufed to difgrace the converfa- 
tion even of women in the upper and middle 
ranks of life, and in conjundion with erro-- 

neoUv«i orthography to deform their epif- 

tolary 
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tolary correfpondence, are already fo much 
4iminifhed, that in fome years hence it may 
perhaps no longer be eafy to find a young 
lady, who profefles to be miftrefs of the 
French language, and is at the fame time 
grofsly ignorant of her own. Geography, 
feledt parts of natural hiftory, and of the 
hiftory of different nations, antient or mo- 
dern, popular and amufmg fadts in aftro- 
nomy and in other faiences, are often fami- 
liar to the daughter in a degree which, at 
the very moment that it delights the parent, 
reminds her how fmall a portion of fuch 
information was in her youth imparted to 
herfelf. Of the books, alfo, which have 
been publifhed within the lafl: twenty years 
for the purpofe of conveying inftrudion to 
girls, though fome of them approach too 
nearly to the ftyle and fentiments of ro- 
mances, a confiderable number poffefles 
great merit ; and moft of them are abund- 
antly n^ore adapted to iq.tereft the young 
rtjBjader, and thus to make a lively ^nd per- 
manent impreflion on her under.ftanding, 
than thofe were which, they have fucceeded.^ 

3 Some 
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Some improvement, too, though certainly 
not fo much as is defirable, appears to have 
taken place in the choice! of French books 
ufed at fchools and in domeilic educa* 
tion (/). And learners of that language 
are perhaps called -upon lefs frequently 
than was heretofore the cafe, to convert 
the exercifes of religion into French let- 
fons (y). 

If we eftimate the peculiar advantages of 
private and of public tuition, fuppofing each 

(/) It IS to be hoped that fome very improper French 
works> formerly admitted into feramaries of inftruAion^ 
will foon be altogether excluded* Such have heretofore 
been in complete pofTcflion of every fchooUroom, and ftiU 
retain their place in fome. 

(g) The pradiice of requiring children to employ French 
Prayer-books and Bibles in accompanying the officiating 
. mmifter through the Englifli fervice, ought to be univerfally 
abolifhed. Its efFeft is to withdraw the mind from every 
fentiment of devotion, and to make the acqui£tion of a few 
foreign words and phrafes rank higher than the heartfelt 
performance of public worfhip. It may be poflible that 
perfons of complete proficiency in the French language 
might ufe the books in queflion without diftra£Uon of 
thought, or diminution of religious fervour. But thb n 
not the proficiency of children* 

fyftenv 
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JTy^tti to be praaicable, With refpea to the 
4h{feS<9:fon of girls in the varibtis branches 
tof :iifeful knowledge, thofe attending the 
foiE^flteir plan will be found to priepohderate* 
l?er^wheh that fyfteni is adopted, the iri- 
ftrudbrs aird commonly under the fuperin- 
tendence of the parent of the pupil, or of 
fome perfon of the family who jJofleffds 
ihuch of the authority of a parent ; dnd are 
thus kept up to a higher ftandard of aftive 
fcxertion thati is generally to be expected 
in; a fchool. And as their attention is con- 
fined to a very fmail number of pupils, 
perhaps to an individual, their exertions are 
likiely tb be nidre produdive than thofe of 
another perfon poflefled of equ^l qualifica- 
tions, but obliged to diftfibiite hier labdurs 
over a numerous clafs. It may be added, 
that a teacher^ whofe care is reftridted to 
three or fout^ perhaps to fewer fcholars^ will 
probably feel a greater degree bf irefpohfi- 
bility as to their advancement, and a fuller 
coiiviftioii that her bwn credit depends on 
the evciit, than is ufually felt by an inftruc- 
trefs^ at a fehool with refped to any parti- 

t cular 
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cular fchoUr. • The foriner, refting her db*- 
ra(ae.r,.Qji the fuccefs of a fingle inftanoeijU 
impelled .to beftow proportionate diUgpilfif* 
upon It. . The latter, depending onthe jreiiik 
of nijaiiy:, has lefsrat flake in each. Jf itht 
pupils of the former -iiuke flow progrpft^ 
-their deficiency cannot' fail to be obferved: 
and fhejr' are the only ^pxemporary teflimi> 
nie& of flcill and diligence which ihe haSrtP 
proJuqe. The latter, if the improvera>ent 
pf fome of her fchQlar§.^bq but fmalL may 
hope that, their backwardnefs will efcape 
notice in the crowd ; or- at leaft, that it will 

, • , . . » » J I » I ■ . ' . * . 

be 'noticed with little difgrace to herfelf 
among other and mpre^favourabler examples 
of her care. The forme^r, alfo, if fhe feels, 
in an equal degree with the latter, a perni- 
cious propenfity very general in fchools, to 
beftow. pain's chiefly on thofe children whole 
abilities - and quicknefs point them out as 
. moft likely to do honour to their inftruc- 

trefs, is much lefs at liberty to indulge -iu.. 

* ..... 

Thefe'^poii;it3 of fupcriority in -domeftic 
tuition over a puWic i'(j;^opl mulL be: jQun^ 

^ terbalanced, 
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lerbalanced, ■ if they are to. be 'Counterba- 
lanced at all, by the beneficial confeqilendes 
generaily,expe£ted to refult from the emu- 
lation which is commonly feen to take 
place where numbers are coUe^Stqdj and 
occujpied id the fame purfuitS. . For .what- 
ever 'we%ht might ..remain to be. thrown 
into thi dppofite fcale, were the beft me^ 
thod of educating boys the obje£t o£ 
enquiry'; with r.efpe£t. to the inftfudioa 
of • girls; to which alone our inveftigation 
relates, there feems no other peculiar ad- 
vantage, general, in its nature and alfo 
confiderable in its weight, to b6. alleged 
by- th^ advocate .of Jthe boarding-fchool* 
Blihdne&to the faults of the child, reluc- 
tawce,-proceedingt from.'miftakeu tender- 
nefe, to the exections ^ neceflary for their 
correction, and unftpadinefs as to fchool- 
hours refulting from.idomeftic.ibicldisntia 
andt'Jbabits, thefe and : other circuirUllirciced 
which 'might be? ipecified, though-very 
feifious «vils whenever they take place, are 
furely. not the common charadleriftics of 
parental managementi ? .If it be fai4 tha{ 
. '^?j^» F 2 more 
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mojrg' fldtful teachers are to be found ill 
fchoi^. dl^tl dn kr obtained at home n^k 
rti3Lfht Implied in the firft phkce, thattlu; 
kftertioh is by do means uni verfally tPat% 
krkdj in the fecfOAd piacev that w&en it: So 
ebrrdbdt^ed by. fads, it lean claim Kitle iiap^ 
fli»ttGe cm thfe prefent argument* For-whco 
a CCimparx^ is^ madie' btitweien the benefits^ 
^^idli nefjpeaively charaderffe the fyftems 
6f priv&ite and bf public education j h caa*» 
not be fiipjptofed to extend beyond thde 
fcafes^ in wMch teachers o£tx>mpetent^ability 
may be obtained on either plan. Now th« 
beneficial cot^fequences of emulatton^ as 
fet foith by its ableft advocates^ dQ not 
appear by any means fnflGicient^ tviiett 
fairly appreciated, to compensate the iof6 
of the advantages which have been fevq- 
rally ftated as accompanying the plan of 
domeHic inftrndion. But it is further, ta 
be olnfeTV^ed, that the£e i)eneficiail coiiiie-* 
quencesj whatever may be their amlbunt^ 
are fiwr 'from being unmixed with evils j 
with-^vife, I mean, that tend diredlyta 
hSiiiy in {^xikQ^ refpeds^ th^ colledive 

* quantity . 
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quantity of knowledge acquired at th« 
fd^poly and fo far to counterad the very 
object in promoting of which the whole 
excellence of emulation is confeflibdly 
placed by thofe who are loudefl in it$ 
praife. For when the fpirit of competi- 
tion has feized a fchooL how oftpn does it 
happen that, while girls of talents an^ 
refolution are pulhed on by their ^rdour 
to exertions which would not ptherwife 
have been excited ; and tQ exer(ion9, be 
it remembered, which not unfrequently 
impair their. healthy conftrain them to a 
feiTation from the buflnefs of the .clafs, and 
prove ultimately to have impeded rather 
than to have accelerated their progrefs ; 
thofe who are diftinguifhed by difBdence 
and timidity^ and thofe whofe abilities are 
bnt flender, are deprefled below their natu^ 
ral levjel ? Conceiving, or learning by inef- 
fe£);ual trials, that they are unable to keep 
pace with the augmented fpeed of their for- 
mer companions ; and, too often, finding 
the encouraging favour of their teachers 
^i^xiaifhed in proportion ^ they need It the 

F 3 more, 
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more, thiey become lefs and lefs anxious for 
the acquifition ' of knoWIedge, grow reinife 
and hnguid in the purfiiit of it, and fltlk 
into liftleflhefs, inaftivity, and defpond- 

eftcc, 

- • ... •■ .•.."■■ 

Emulation, however, which from its iii^ 
fluence on the acquifition of knowledge 
has- necefldrily called for attention iti'tiiis 
part of our enquiry, muft not be coldly 
difmiffed' without furthfer notice. Thofc 
of its effeSs, favourable ' and unfkvourable, 
which have been already mentioned, , are 
ly far the- leaft important of -the confe- 
quences -with which it is accompanied 
Whatever ".may be thought' by different 
obfervers, as to the cafes and the degrees 
in which: it enlarges the.fum of intellec* 
tual attainments; yet, among thofe who 
poflefs and improve opportunities of judg- 
ing from experience, there furely cah-be 
but one xipiriion as tothe generalrefult of 
its operation on the . difpofitions of the 
hearr.!^? The truth as, that of all' principles 
of adHion it is one of the tt^oft dangerous. 

• It 
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It ftiinulates and nouriflies fome of the 
darkefl paffions of the human mind ; aiid' 
fiibvcits thofe 'motives, and undermines 
thofe fentiraents-and affedions, which it is 
one main purpofe of Chriftianity to in- 
clilcite and enforce.' ' Self-conceit,- a fuper- 
ciliofus cohtempt-of perfpns fuppofed, and' 
often ^-falfely fuppofed, of- inf 6)?i6t attain-' 
mente ; pronenefi to fufpett ^ • teichef sf • bf 
beihg prejudiced arid' partial, and kffiduoiki 
cfndeavours to conciliate their ^-faVout by 

fiiieflfe'; a fecret tiiih that it were poflibld' 
to retard the progrefs of .fuGcefsful-com'pc-• 
titdih5} aii fenvidus define to detraiJl from- 
their merits ; and a gradually iricreafmg 
averfion to their fociety, and indifference 
to? ithdr welfare, are among* its/ ufual ef-; 
feffcs. I But iiwiirbe falid, that a tendency 
ta thefe mdigoaat feelings, thefe krtful, 
jniiiJceftviesv h inherent in humkn nature ; 
aiid t^Kat it i^ unfair to load emulitibn with 
the guilt. Iti part the affertioii is 'true. 
The embers of -the evil exrft deep withiii 
us, ''aii^ "wtfl fhew 'thcmfelves under t^ie 
mofk a(3iVe and ifegsicious efforts to ei- 

f 4 tlnguillji 
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tinguifh thenu But etuulad9n is the agea| 
yrhich^ perhaps at every period of life, and. 
undoubtedly in childhood and youth, o^q^^ 
fuccefsfully fans th^m in^tft a flam?. 

. Ai;e weBOt, then, to avail ourfelves, i^; 
will be faid, in the procefs c^ in{lru(3;io]ti^ 
of the iiiflucnce of comparifon aqd : .^x-p* 
a^plple^ 1$. it_AQf lawful, is it not bfiHSr 
£cial, tp. » apply ' tp childrea a ftiflitibl$|^ 
which is. applied without reprQa,ch . and 
with yifible advantage, to i^indl^ ardour^ 
^o roufe • .exertion, - aad to confirm goo4 
<jondu£t, in matvirer years ? In th« admiai- 
ftration of puWic affairs^ .in the profct 
fiqnal management of bttfmefs^ in.j^e: 
proceedings' of dpmeftic life, is it not witl^ 
squall frequenpy and wifdom that models of: 
exc^llenQ§,:and patterns of demerit are {q%: 
before mgifi /engaged in correiponding pccu-.. 
pations j; jj^\ie former tp excise ^fhem to vir-r. 
tue, the latter to deter them from vice ^ 

Does npt Revelati^^n. itfelf authorife and' 

frindtify the pradicp, whep one facred >vriter 

clired^s thofe whom* he s^ddreifes p " take 

. . ^ . *' the 
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^.Ithe projphcts for an example of patient 
^^ i^ffering (r) ;V and another engoina hU 
<j0nyert8 tq foUow himfeif as tl^eir en- 
l^mple {f) ; and nspeatedly comparer bier 
PWQ Acquifitions with thiofe :o£ otherci wlio 
^4]:^ employed: in the fame purfiiits' with 
Ibmfeif^; at one time (declaring that in his 
youth ^ he profited mor^ th^n hia oqualQ; 
" in years {() ;'? and at another, tl(at in his^ 
npcr age^' he viras not ^ whit behind the 
Hi very chiefeft of the apo(iles («^y * in- 
ferior in no point, in labours and in fuf- 
ferings more abundant [x)^- To comp^iflre 
pur own condud: an4 attainments with 
thofe of othe^Ji, that We may the more 
pearly perceii^e tf ur ^feds, and fe!e incited" 
t^ imitate! it mefiserious le^ample, is a prac- 
tice in many cafes both juftifiable and ufe- 
£bU It is confeqiiently a pradice fit to be 
recommended on fuitable occafions, and 
with proper explanation, to thofe to whom 
jj¥e are ^^o impart inftrudion. But to 



-• < 



(r) j[ai»e8, ^r. lo, ' {#) Phil, ill 17, (/) GaL L 14. 
(ft) 2 Cot. xi. 5^. (x) 2 Cor. xi. 22, 23. 

compare 
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compare that we may imitatev is not the 
&rtie tliijQg as to.. compare, that we may 
rival. ' And i emulation includes, riot ih 
QAine only, but in reality^: the idea and 
the, fpirit ofl .rivaUhip. In thia circum-« 
ftai;i9e cbafifts the danger, and the mifchief 
of the principle. ! Rivalfhip is the nurie 06 
pride,, of enivyj, of detjradtion, trf malevo-; 
knce^; We ^re^,all :prone to Harbour lin- 
l^i^ ; .fentimen^s-; t;pwards thofe by whom, 
we feel^ourfelyes furpaffed,,. Specially if 
werw^e for fome time level :with .them in 
thr^^r^c^.. ^ci^nd it taore x^afy to depre- 
ciate than to' equal thera^ And to > hate' 
thjodCbr w^pm we have, injured, is* one of 
thofe ,,inliferent difpofitiona, of jthe human 
hqart which/are-vifible, even in childhood*- 
In the next pl^ce let it ji^i:, bcrforgotten, 
that^emulatipn, as called iorth in fchools, 
18 . commonly . 4ircded ' to fubje<a:« ' widely 
difforiflg SxQtn thofe in which St. Iraul arid 
th^ jother facred penmen exhorted thqir 
difciples to endeavour to excel. It is not 
an emulation in humility, in patience,' in 

charity, 
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eharityi in piety,' andhoKnefe (y) ; "but in 
&Urin iati^uagfe^, and other branches- of 
knowledge^ or more frequently, ifi^merely 
ornamental aceomplifhihents. The coi^ 
vert who ftrove; ^^cdrdiing to the Apoftle's 
diredllott, to - imitate- the propofed palttern 
df Chfiftjan virtue, if' he was truly ih^ 
flueri-cted by that religious imprefEon under 
which he' profefTed* 4:0 adt, could not feel 
genuitte- emulation.- The malignity, the 
ipirit' of riyalfliip jwas' fcxdluded by the 
nature ■ ofiiie .objeftr in review, and !of tiic 
motivea which inftigatqd -the purfuit. So 
.far was. he from, being vain of hift pr(>- 
^refs )An ? r^gious attainments, thM the 
farther - he , advanced, • the more confcious 
w^ he of tJjLj^-extent of his deficiencies. 



- ■> * 



()r) TheTe'Ere the points in which St. Paul fought, by 
JraKing the' beh'eving'^entfles, ** to provoke the Jews to 
^S emulatiou,'* apcordiag to the exprelfion in our Bible ; 
or, as the originjil t?rm ('sroc^oe^nXov) might havc^een better 
reridered, "« to<inccitc riierti to zeal " If it be -thought that 
emuiatioil, as th^ term ^ is ' properly to be underftodd, is 
P0untcnai|x:c.d .by thi« ps^flHge of Scripture ; let it ijfo be 
remembered, that " emulations** (l^r^Xoi] are ptaced by the 
fame A^oftle in the dark catelogiie of crimes, which^xcludc 
ftgm tbp kingdom of Qod. Qal. y. ao, 2i# 

and 
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and the more humbled by that confciouC. 
nefs. So far was he from wifliifig thjat it 
were in his power actually to lower the 
excellencies of his fellow-Chriftian with 
whom he compared himfelf, ^nd from 
feeking tp lower them in the eftimation of 
others, that he rejoiced in difplaying them 
for general edification. And if at any 
time he was himfelf made the inftrument 
of advancing them by his coimfel and 
encouragement to higher degrees of vir- 
tue ; he beheld with augmented joy the 
increafe of their prefent luftre, and the 
-profpedt of an addition to their eternal 
reward. Is this the temper of mind pro» 
duced in fchools and femlnaries by emula- 
tion ? Is the principle, wliich cotomonly 
produces the diredlly oppofite temper, an 
agent fafe to be employed either in a 
boarding-fchool or in a private family ? Is 
it wife, is ijt Chriftian condud^ fpoi^tane- 
oufly and needlefsly to incur fo great a rif^ 
of foftering in th^ youthful Ixre^ft thofe 
paffions, which, even if they are combated 
in early years with the moft an^^ious vigi-a 

UncCj 
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iiiice, ^i\\ ihew themfelves but too- power-* 
fbl amidft th€ futute flruggles and compe^ 
titiona of life ? 

In carrying on every branch of educa-* 
tion tKerie is no practical rule more entitled 
by its linj^rtance t<J ftedfaft attention than 
this: that the pupil fhould be imprefled 
With a conviction, that whenever ihe is 
direded to purfue a particular courfe of 
ftudy, the direftion is rfeafonable j in othef 
words, that (he fliould perceive the matteif 
enjoined to be evidently ufeful in itfelf, 
or fhould be fatisfied that it is required by 
competent authority. When the under* 
ftanding is not ripe enough to comprehend 
the utility of the attainment, let the obli- 
gation of compliance be fliewn to reft on 
the fubdiiffion due to the decifion of pa- 
rents, and of thofe who ftand in the place 
of parents ; and let the duty of fubmiffion 
be clearly traced to that ftandard of refti-*^ 
tttde to which the mind ought to be habi- 
tuated From the days of childhood con- 
ftantly to refer — the revealed word of 

God, 
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God* As the faculties open\,3dt* the ad- 
vantages.^ to be exp^ed from, the acqui- 
lition of the knowledge in queftipa be p;ro- 
portionably unfolded. But in developing 
them let not the mllrudor fail to d\yell oh 
this frequently ne^edicd leflbn, that' thdff 
ufe Gonfifts in the: increafed poy^j?i> aiid -op- 
pgrtunities which rtiey afford. to jheir pof- 
fcffor, of recon^mending heiiiilf to her 
IV^aker s favour l^y. manifefting phedienqe 
to.ihis laws,-, and by dpi^g good to hpr 
felLow-creaturcs ; and tU^t^ for their faith- 
ful application to thefe purpoj^?, ^ihe will 
ftand refppnlible .hereafter. When the 
diligence of the teacher has ftamped thefe 
principles, the fundamental - principles of 
rediitude in all hum^an Gondu£t,. on the 
bread of. the fcholar ;;. then \% the time, 
amidfl unccafmg'Cai:^ to reftelh. the ira- 
preflion whenevfr it, fecms in any:degr.ee 
to fail ; then is the time to giv^ cthat; addi-5 
tional incitement to adiive exertign which 
may be derived fronvthe influence of ex- 
ample. Then let thofe to whom that in- 
citement is neceflary, and to whom it may 

be 
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be addrcfifed without danger^ be exhdrted 
to compare tBeir own rerpiflhefs witfe sthe 
djlig^nee^of their more indoftribufe cbm-^ 
p^micjns.. But i let theni be ^diftindiiy: and 
ufiifoTwij. inftruiiled that the obje£l jof the 
cDmpariiba is. to <iifcover their, own dfft^ 
f:^$^edy in order that, on. principle's* j of 
diltjr^ ^hey:xniiy be cdrreded, not to? enter 
im:o , , a pierfonal conteft for prereminencc 
with>the other.party. J that in contemplating 
fupeijior^ merit, they are not to. envy, but to 
admire ; to copy, not to emulate. 

» » * . . . . • 

To impart to the youthful fcholar thpfe 
acguifitions; which are defired either^ con- 
fiderably oc entirely on the fcore of orna- 
ment, conftitutes, as was ftated in the 
eutfe;t, the fecond branch of Education. 
That this branch of education is not at 
prefent undervalued or negleded in our 
own country, is a fa£t, which even a 
flight knowledge of the general proceed-* 
ings and opinions of parents in the upper 
and middle clafles of fociety would be fuf- 

* • • •* 

ficient to effablifli beyond' the probability 

4 of 
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i£ dsfpute.' ' Two. quefiions remain ixxbi 
propofed. VtaSt^ whether it is valued and 
cultivated tod' ftiueh ? Secondly^ '^whether 
the prevailing rabdss of cultivating it ar^ 
judicious 3 that is: to fay, whether it id 
kept fubofdinate, and,fufiicieihtly fubprdi^i* 
nate, to the primary objedt of iiiftrudlion^ 
the inculcation tifthofe radical ; principled 
on which prefejit ; and future hiappineis 
depends; and whether, in the manner as 
tvell as iii the degree of carrying it on, 
due regard is paid to the peculiar cha- 
ra£teriftic$ of the female mind, and to the 
impreffions, the errots, and the dangers to 
which, in confcquence of thofe native p*?- 
culiarities, the fcholar is expofed ? The art* 
fwer which muft be given to thefe qucC* 
tions, an anfwer to be deduced from gene- 
ral pra(aice,.not from a few fcattered ex^ 
ceptipns, i^ not the reply which it were 
highly to be wifhed that truth would havei 
permitted to be returned. In fchools, slU 
taoft univerfally^ and very commonly, I 
fear, in domeftic tuition, ornamental ac^ 
complifliments occupy the rank and efti- 

mation 
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mation which ought to have been afligned 
to. objects of infinitely greater importance* 
Not that the pupil, when this perverfionv 
of rational arrangement takes place, is ex- 
prefsly inftrudled that to acquire aivd to 
difplay ornamental attainments is (he firft 
bufinefs of life. Quite the contrary. She 
is probably told once in a week, perhaps 
fomewhat oftener, that to do her duty to 
God and her fellow-creatures in the man^. 
ner which the Bible enjoins, is the objefl 
of real confequence. But what is the 
efFedl of a dry precept heard periodically 
from the pulpit or in a ledture-room, and 
coldly repeated on incidental occafions by 
a teacher, to the power of daily habit ? If 
a girl is treated by her inftrudlors, if fhe 
is taught to labour and to adl, in the way 
that would be reafonable if to improve in 
perfonal grace, to ftudy falhionable dcr 
corations of the body and of the mind, 
were the appointed purpofes of her exiftr 
€nce : if fhe is thus treated, if ihe is 
taught: thus to labour and to adt, and with 
4ifpofitions inplinirtg her, by a naturaJ 
, G bias, 
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bias, to lean towards that perfuafion ; vfi\\ 
a few fhort admonitions, formally inter- 
fperfed and relu^Santly heard, cpuntera^ 
the danger ? Will it be wonderful if, when 
ihe Ihall be fet at liberty from the reftraint^ 
of fuperintendants, her conduft in life • 
fhall correfpond to the way in which (he 
was regularly accuftomed to a<5|, rather 
than to what (he was occafionally dire<9:ed 
to believe ? Is it furprifing that a young 
woman flipuld give free fcope to the de^ 
fire 8, which fhe has ever been led to cher 
rifh ; that fhe (hould pradife the arts, in 
which her childhood was initiated ? Is it 
furprifing that fhe, when grown up, fhould 
flarve herfelf into fhapelinefs, and over- 
fpread her face with paint, who was trained 
^t a boarding-fchool to fwing daily by thC! 
chin, in order to lengthen her neck, and 
perhaps even accuftomed, as is fometimes 

the cafe, to peculiar modes of difcipline 
contrived to heighten the complexion ? If 
ihe was taught throughout the whole 
courfe of her education, though not by 
cxprefs precept, yet by daily and hourly 

^dmo- 
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admonitions which could convey no othgt 
meaning, that dancing is for difplay, that 
mufic is for difplay, that drawing and 
French and Italian are for difplay ; can it 
be a matter of aflonifhment, that during 
the reft of her life (he fhould be inceffantly 

on the watch to fhine and to be admired I 

* 

Let the importance of a rule which has 
been already fuggefted, and the little regard 
which it experiences in many fchools and 
in many private families, be my apologj^ 
for recalling it once more to the mind of 
the reader. The pupil, whatever may be 
the fubjeft in which Ihe is inftrudted, 
ihould be led diftindtly to underftand, as 
early as her faculties are equal to the exer- 
tion, the general reafons for which it ^ 
e:cpedient that (h^ ihould attain that par* 
ticular qualification, and the general pur« 
pofes to which, when attained, it is to be 
applied. If there be any cafes in which 
the obfervancQ of this rule is of efpecial 
moment, it is in thofe in which, from the 
natural peculiarities of the female cha- 

\G 2 rader, 
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ri^er, there exifts a more than common 
<langer that the objedl for which the at- 
tainment is fought will be mifconceived by 
the fcholar ; arid that, in confequence of 
that mifconception, or of other probable 
contingencies, the attainment itfelf will, in 
procefs of time, become a fource of fort, 
midable temptations. The ornamental ac- 
quifitions which have been fpecified, and 
.ether fimilar accoihplifhments included 
within the plan of female education, fall 
precifely within this defcription. Let the 
pupil, then, be thoroughly imprefled with 
a conviftion of the real end and ufe of all 
fuch attainments; namely, that they are 
deflgned, in the firft place, to fupply her 
hours of leifure with innocent and amuf- 
ing occupations ; occupations which may 
prevent the languor and the fnares of idle- 
nefs, render home attractive, refrefh the 
wearied faculties, and contribute to pre- 
ferv^ the mind in a ftate of placid cheer- 
fulnefs, which is the moft favourable to 
fentiments of benevolence to mankind and 
of gratitude to God : and in the ne:$t, 

place, 
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place, to enable her to communicate a 
kindred pleafure, with all its beneficial 

effedis, to he)f family and friends, to all 
with whom fhe is now, or may hereafter^ 
be, intimately conne<f):ed. In addition to 

tjiis general view of the purpofes of orna- 
mental accompliihments, let any prominent 
advantage, by which one is diftinguifhed 
from another, be noted with the degree of 
attention which it defqrves. If, for exam- 
ple, the ufes of mufic are explained, let not 
its effedt in heightening devotion be over-, 
looked. If drawing is the fubjefl of re- 
mark, let the ftudent be taught habitually to' 
contemplate in the works of creation the 
power, the wifdom,and the goodnefs of their 
Author. If juft conceptions refpedling the 
end of thefe and all fimilar acquifitions are 
not feduloufly implanted in the breaft of 
the fcholar, ideas of a very diiferent nature 
will prevail. And when a young woman 
fteps forth into adtive life, graced with 
fplendid accomplifhments, and poflefled 
with an opinion that fhe is to employ them 
in outfhining her afTociates and competi- 

c 3 tors; 
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tors ; her proficiency may fitly be to thofc, . 
who are truly concerned for her welfare, 
a matter of forrow rather than of congra- 
tulation. 

The miftakcn opinions refpeding the 
proper end of perfonal accompliftiments, 
and the extravagant opinions of their 
worth, which either the inculcation of 
wrong principles on the fubjedi, or the 
negleQ: of impreffing tbofe which are juft> 
eftablifhes in the youthful mind, extend 
their influence to all matters fimilar m 
their nature to fuch accompliftiments, and 
capable of being united with them in pro^ 
TOOting one common purpofe. Hence 
that fondnefs for the arts of drefs and ex- 
terior decoration^ to which the female fex, 
anxious to call in every adventitious aid to 
heighten its native elegance and beauty, 
fieels itfclf inclined by an inherent bias, is 
ftimulated and cheriflied in the years of 
childhood j aqd inftead of being feduloufly 
taught to reftri£t itfelf within the bounds^ 
which reafon and Chriftian moderation pre- 

6 fiu^ibe,. 
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fctibe, is trsuned up to fill whatever mea- 
fure of exceft Ihall be didtated by pride, 
vanity, or falhion* Tliert are \vell-inten- 
tioned mothers who urge the neceflity of 
taking pains to encourage in their daugh- 
ters a certain degree of attachment to drefs, 
of folicitude refpedirlg the form and tex- 
ture of their habiliments, left they fhould 
afterwards degenerate into flatterns/ It 
would perhaps be not lefs reafonable ftudi* 
Dufly to excite in boys a relifli for the tafte 
of fpirituous liquors, left in procefs of time 
they fhould impair their health by abfte- 
mioufncfs. An andenr philofopher de- 
fined wdmarf to be *^ an animal fond of 
** drefs**' And the additional experience 
of two thoufand years does not appear 
greatly to have invalidated his conclufion. 
It fhould feertii therefore,^ that with refpedt 
to tTiis point, parental an^tiety might rej^cfe 
its confidence on the; tmaflifted energies of 
iSfatute; But further ; there is no ruTe of 
cottdud in principle more objedlionable, 
fto fhethbd of proceeding in practice ttiott 
linwife, than to guard againflr cme fevil bf 

G 4 encou' 
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encouraging its op'|)ofite. The eagerriefil' 
of man, ever defirous to obtain its end, or 
a part of its end, in the quickeft manner, 
and aware how far the rapid influence of 
the paflTions outftrips the laborious opera- 
tions of argument, is at all times, and on 
every fubje<a,' prone to combat error by 
roufing and cheriftiing emotions which lead 
to the contrary extreme. But the refult 
of this mode of attack, whether it be di- 
reded againft falfe opinions which infeft 
religion and politics, or againft thofe which 
prevail in the humbler concerns of private » 
life, is always to be dreaded. Either the. 
mind is confirmed in its errors by perceiv- 
ing the weaknefs of the means employed 
to expel them j or, yielding blindly to the' 
new impreflion, abandons its original mit 
conceptions only to become a prey to 
cppofite .illufions. Whatever be the 
enemy to be fubdued, let him be aflfailed 
with juftifiable weapons. Whatever bc^ 
the poifon imbibed, let it be encountered, 
with its ipecific . ^tidote. ^ The danger 
which you fear, is it that y ouf daughter 
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may prove a flattern ? Imprefs her with 
the advantsiges, the duty of neataefs : 
train her in correfponding habits : teach 
her by precept, and, whenever occafion. 
offers itfelf, by example, the difgufting 
effects of deviating from them. Attach 
her thus to the proprieties without tempt- 
ing her to the vanities of drefs ; fecure the , 
decencies of her perfon without enfnaring 
her mind. 

r Beauty is a pofTeflion fo grateful to every 
woman, and yet fo productive of hazards*' 
and temptations, that if a young perfon is 
thrown into life with her original wifhes 
and opinions on that fubje£t uncorrefted, 
her inftru£tors will have been negligent of 
their charge in a very important point. 
To remind her from time to time of the 
tranlitory and precarious duration of per- 
fonal attractions ; to remind her, that ele- 
gance of form and brilliancy of complexion' 
are bellowed without regard to intrinfic 
excellence in the poffeffor; to teach her, 
that they who are admired chiefly on thofe 

accounts 



96 01* FEMALE EDUCATION* 

accounts are either unworthy of beiiig 
valued for better reafons, or are admired 
only by pcrforts whofe approbation is no 
praife j that good fenfe and virtue are the 
only qualifications which enfure or de^^ 
ferve lading efteem; and that a counte* 
nance, lighted up < with intelligence and 
the virtuous feelings of the heart, will 
kindle etnotions which mete regularity of 
features could never have excited t this i^ 
not the language of aufterity and morofe- 
nefs, but of truth, of prudence, and of 
Chriftian duty. 

Pre-eminence in rank is likewife a topic 
which calls for efpecial admonitions evert 
in the feafon of youth. Let the pupil^ 
who finds herfelf in this refpefl: elevated 
above her companions, be led clearly to 
apprehend, and pradically to remember^ 
that the diftinc^ions of rank in fociety are 
inflituted not for the advantage or gratifi-* 
(ration of any individual, but for the be- 
nefit of the whole. Let het be taught 
that fuperiority, confidered with a refer-* 

ence 
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€nce to the individual who is in poCTeflioti 
of it, is accompanied with proportionate 
duties and temptations ; that to poflefs it 
knplies no merit, to be without it no uti-^ 
worthinefs ; and that the only important 
diftin^ions are ibefe which involve ex* 
cellence of chatader and forebode perma- 
nent effects, the diftindions of vice and 
irirtue. 

Among children aflembled in « large bo« 
dies at feminaries of education, many are 
found who regulate their deportment to 
their fchool-fellows^ partly according to 
the degrees of wealth, but efpecially of 
gentility, which they conceive to belong 
to their refpediive families. When the 
parent or relation of any of the feholars^ 
drives up to the door, they crowd into the 
windows with other emotions befides that 
of fimple curiofity; and, as the equipage 
is ynore or lefs fhewy than that in whieh 
their own friends are wont to make their 
appearance, envy or exult. They pry, by 
kigenious^ interrogatories,, into the internal 

proceed- 
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proceedings of each other's home ; and* 
triumph or repine according to the anfwerr 
which they receive concerning the numbet. 
of fervants kept in the houfe, the magnifi-. 
cencc of their liveries, the number of courfcs 
babitually ferved up at table, the number of 
aflemblies and balls given at the town refi- 
dence in winter, the extent of the gardens 
and of the park at the family manfion in 
the country, the intercourfe maintained 
with nobility and people of fafliion, and - 
the connedion fubfifting with the fordid 
occupations and degrading profits of trade* 
When daughters are educated at home, the 
lame paflions reveal themfelves J but being 
encountered by the fuperior attention which 
may there be paid to . a girl's difpofitions,* 
and wanting the encouragement which 
they would have derived in the fchool from 
example and from the exercife aiForded to 
them by a continual fupply of frefh mate- 
mis to work upon, they are more eafily 
fubdued. Both in public and in private 
education let them meet with that vigilant 
and determined oppofition, without which 
• . ^ they 
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they will enflave the heart, and render the 
charadter a deteftable compound of haugfa* 
tinefs, malevolence, and infenfibility. 

• In treating of Education, I have not yet 
adverted to the care of health. In the cafe 
of children who do not labour under any 
particular weaknefs of frame, the concern 
which education has with health confifls 
not fo much in pofitive cndeavotirs to pro- 
mote, as in cautioufly forbearing to injure 
it ; not fo much in devifing means to affift 
Nature in eilablifhing a ftrong conilitution, 
as in fecuring full fcope for the benefit of 
her fpontaneous exertions. Debility and 
difeafe require peculi^ attentions. And 
univerfally, the plan of inftrudlion ought 
to be fo arranged as not to clafh with the 
acquifition or the prefervation of a bleffing 

which, whether comfort or utility be con- 
fidered, claims a place among the foremoft 
attainable on earth. So intima:te is the con- 
nexion, fo general the fympathy, between 
the body and the mind, that the vigQur of 
(he former feems not only to remove obfta* 

cles 
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cles to the operations of the latter, but even 
to communicate to its powers an acceffion 
of ftrength. Wholefome food, early hours^ 
pure air, and bodily exercife, are inftru^ 
ments not of health only, but of know- 
ledge. Of thefe four indifpenfable requi^ 
lites in every place and mode of education, 
the two firft are feldom overlooked; in 
fchools the two which remain frequently 
do not aiwaken the folicitude which they 
deferve. Is pure air to be found in the . 
heated atmofphere of .low and crowded 
ropms ? Is it exercife to pace once in a day 
in proceflion down a ftreet or round a 
Iquare ; or in regular arrangement to foU 
low a teacher along the middle walk of a 
garden, forbidden to deviate to the right 
liand or to the left I Pale cheeks, a languid 
ajfpeft, and a feeble frame, anfwer the 
queftion j and prognofticate the long train 
of nervous maladies, which lie in wait for 
future years. It ijs not neceflary that girb 
ftiould contend in the hardy amufements, 
which befit the youth of the other fex. 
But if you wilh that they fhould poffefs, 

when 
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when women, a healthful conftitutlon, 
fteady fpirits, and a ftrong and alert mind ; 
let afkive exercife in the open air be one of 
their daily recreations, one of their daily- 
duties {z). 

(«) For the purpofe of encouraging a propcnfity to fa* 
lubrious exercife in the open air, it feems defirabk that giiis 
(hould be allowed, when educated at home, and if pofEble* 
l^hen placed in fchools, to poifefs little gardens of their own^ 
and to amufe themfeWes in them with the lighter offices of 
cvdtiyation. The hcalthineft pf the employment would 
amply compenfate for a few daggled frocks and dirtied 
gloved. Befides, an early relifh for domeftic amufement$ 
lays the foundation of a doineftic chara6icr. ^ The remem* 
brance of delights experienced in childhood difpoies the 
mind in riper years to purfuits akin to thofcy frpm whidi 
the recolledied pleafures were derived. 
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CHAP. V. 

9 

ON THE MODE OF INTROPUCING YOUNG 
WOMEN INTO GENERAL SOCIETY. 

VV HEN the bufinefs of education, whe- 
ther conduced at home or at a public fe- 
minary, draws towards a conclufion, the 
next objeft that occupies the attention of 
the parent is what fhe terms the introduc- 
tion of her daughter into the wbrld. Emaa- 
cipated from the fhackles of inftrudlion, the 
young woman is now to be brought for- 
ward to adl her part on the public ftage of 
life. And as though liberty were a gift un- 
attended with temptations to inexperienced 
youth ; as though vivacity, op^cnnefs of 
heart, the confcioufnefs of perfonal accom- 
plifhments and of perfonal beauty, would 
ferve rather to counterafl: than to aggravate 
thofe temptations ; the change of fituation 
16 not unfrequently heightened by every 

poffible 
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pofEWe aid of <:pntriift. Pains are takcn^ 
as . it were, to tpptfiv^ , that, , wbeti tbe* 
dazzlecj . firanger iMl ftep from ithc nurfery • 
and thpiled^retropm, ihe ihall; plunge at 
once into^a flQo4: of ^ vamty and diilipation. 
Mewed up frpm e^pry prying gaze, taught 
to believe'tbat her iirft appearance is the' 
fubjed of univerfal e;^pe£tation, tutored to 
beware above 'all ^things of taiiiifhing the. 
luftrie of her atpraiaions . by mawbaije bonte^ 

« • • • 

ftimulated with. . defire , to outfhitie her 
equals in age.^and rank, flie burns with i 
impatience fpr ^the, hieiir of difplaying hei: 
perfedions : rtill at length, intoxicated 
beforehand with anticipated ^tteries, fhe 
is launched, iathe pride of.ornjiment, on. 
Tome occafion of feftivity ; and frona that 
time forward thinks by day and dreams by 
night of amufeme'nts^ and of diefs,.^nd of 
compliments, ai\d of admirers. - 






1 believe this pidure to convey no exag- 
gcrated reprefentation of the ftate .9/ things, 
which is often witn^ffed in the hi^hpr ranks 
offociety. I fear,., too, that it is a picture 

H to 
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tp which :ihe praflioc df the middle finkst^ 
tibbugh ait pirefent net ftrBy dorrefpdndlng^ 
bears a coritimuUy itici^cfarfJrijg reftmbknce. 
The cxtiicine, hoWevaf, whieh has bttn dti- 
fciiliedi hiDSy like ' evef y ^tfee^ extl^efite,- its 
oppofitq^. '^Ij^e are *ft6«hetg wBe priff^ 
tf> initiate their daugfcrteft^ altticift fr«tt tHd 
cxadle, intx) ^bat they ^alJ-^e kiio wledge^ of 
Trife; and:polhifetheyeat*»*ol?fclntahood^wlt^^ 
^Q-, ii^ftiHe* aftachmtrftt^ w^^ttfe cSrd^afefe; ^' 
^rh habits- of ffippaffcj^arfd^perttfe^^^^^ 
nbffifnMfed-wif J with an ^mimfs'''h£'^S^^ 
nei«8^ whidli' iotrght tb 'fcftS tiameS efiroiit^';^ 
j^'Witffa^ ktfowiedge of tales of fpiidar 
itnfitttti Bfe'tttfentioned "by any. one But in a 
cbtlrt'bP'Tttttii^e. BbtTif tni^fe extremes are^ 






aarigefous, tb every^ thing that is va«^ 
luable in tSe female^ charajfltej: ; tq eyery. 
thing on' which happinels in the pxefent 
world and in a future world depends. 'But 
of the two the latter is the more pernicious. 
In that lyilSm War is carried^ on almoft from 
infancy, and carried on m the moft d^teil- 
able mahner, againft female delicacy and 
innocence.-- In the former, that delicacy 

and 
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and that innocence are expofed under the 
greateft difadvantages to the fudden influ- 
ence ot highly fafcinating allurements. It 
niay be hoped however, that, coming to the 
eiicduriter as yet little impaired, they may' 
Have fbme chance or efcaping without fe- 
vere injuryp At any rate^ be this chance*' 
ever fo fniall, it is greater than the proba- 
bility, that when auailed from their earlieft. 
dawn by flow poiion inceflTantly admi- 
nifl;ered, they mould ultimately furvive. 



/ 

To accufl:om the mind by degrees to the 
trials which it mufl: learn to withfl:and, yet 
to "fhelter it from infidious temptations, 
vrhiile it is unable to difcern and to fliun 
the fnare, is the fir ft rule which wifdoiu 
fuggefts with regard to all trials and tempta- 
tions whatever. To this rule too much at- 
tention cannot be paid in the mode of in- 
traducing a young woman into the com- 
mon habits of focial intercourfe. Let her 
not be diftra£ked in the years by nature par- 

• ■• * 

ticularly defigned for the, cultivation of the 
underfl:anding and the acquifition of know- 

H 2 ledge, 
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Iccjge, by the turbulence and glare of polite 
amufemefits. . Let her not be fuffered to tafte 

■ • ; ■ I • ' • ' • ' . • ■ *■» 

the draught which the world offers to her/ 
un.til me has learned that, if there be fweet- 
nefs on the fiirface, there is venOm deeper 
irt the cup ; until fhe has acquired a right 
.judgement, and a well-diredted tafte as to^ 
tlie Durluits anci pleafures. of life, or, ac- 
cording to the expreflion of the Apoftlp, 
Hajs Vbccbme/difpofed ." to approve the 
things whicht are excellent j ' and is for- 

tihed with thofe principles of temperance 
and redtitude,, which may guard her agaijqft 
unfafi^ indulgence. Let vanity, and otjier 
unwarrantable iprings of adion, .promptj 
at all times, to exert their influence on 
the fem?le cTiarader, and at no time likely 

to exert an influence more dangerous than 

. ■ . » • • • • 

when a young woman firft ftep.s into 
public life, be curtailed, as far as may be' 
fafdy pradicable, of the powerful afliftance 

of novelty.'.' Altogether to preclude that 

. ♦ ' . . . • 

afliftance i^ iWpoflible. Btif it may be di'f-' 
armed of much of its force by gradual fa-' 
fhiliarity. Let that gradual familiarity take 

■ » * " # 

place 
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' ■ . -- ' • 

place under the fuperintendence, of parents 
and near relations, and of friends of ap- 
jproved fobriety and difcretion. Let not the 
yotirig woman be confignied to fome fafhion- 
able inftruftrefs, who, profefling at once to 
add the laft polifh to education, and to in- 
troduce the pupil into the beft company, 
will probably difmifs her thirfting for ad- 
miration ; inflamed with ambition ; devoted 
to Hrefs and amufements ; initiated in the 
fcience and the habit of gaming j and pre- 
pared to deem every thing right and indif- 
penfable, which is or fhall be recommended 
by mcdifh^ example. Let her not be aban- 
doned in heroutfet in life to the giddinefs 
and miftaken kindnefs of fafliionable ac- 
quaintance in the metropolis; nor forwarded 
under their convoy to public places, there 

« 

to be whirled, far from maternal care and 
admonition, in the circles of levity and folly, 
into which, even had maternal care and ad- 
monition been at hand to proteft her, fhe 
ought not to havd been permitted to ftep. 
At this very important feafon, while the 
mother felefts with cautious difcrimination, 
and limits within narrow bounds both as 

H3 to 
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to time and expence, the fcenes of pubUc 
refort and entertainment, to whi<:h her 
youthful charge is now to be fufFered fo 

have accefs^ let her cultivate in the nufi4 

"" ' ' ' \, 

pf the latter vN^ith augmented folicitudg 
thpfe principles, difpofitions, and habifft^ 
which may lead her not only cheerfully to 
acquiefce in the courfe adopted, but even 

jfpontaneoufly and decidedly to prefer it to 
a fyflem^of lefs guarded indulgence. Let 
a double fliare of attention be exerted to 
preferve and ftrengthen in her breaft a fcni5$ 
of the frailty of human nature j of the ne^ 
cefEty of conftant^y looking ijp to divioQ 
fupport ; of the traniitory and incpn{idgi^l))jB 
w;orth of temporal things compared vvithi 
eternity ; of the fuperiority of tjie pes^cef^l 
and heartfelt joys, whicln flow froni thc) 
difcharge of duty and the animating hope^ 
of the favour of God, over every other 
gratification. All thefe principles are me^ 
naced, when frefh inlets of enfnaring 
pleafures are opened^ Let parental vigi- 
lance and love gently point out to the 
daughter, on every convenient occafioo, 
what is proper or improper in the condudi 

^ of 
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of the perfons of her own age, with whom 
(he is in any degree converfantj and alfo 
the grounds of the approbation or difap- 
probation expreflfed. Let pirental counfel 
and authority be prudently exercifed in 
regulating the chdice of her aflbciites. And 
at the fame time that Jflie is habituated to 
regard diftindtions of weahh and rank, as 
cii-eumftances wholly unconnfefl:ed with 
perfbnal worth } ht her companions b^ in 
general neither much above her dwn level^ 
nor tntlch beltiW it : left fhe fhould be led 
to ape the opinions, the expcnfivencfs, and 
ithe fa&ibnable fellies of perfons in a ftation 
higher than her own ; orj in her intef courfe 
with thofe of hunibler conditio^, to afiume 

airs of cofitetnj^tuous and domineering fupe-* 

« » 

riority, S6lici#udfe oa the part of parents, to 
confirit the welfare of their child in thefe 
points, will pf'dbafbly be attended with a/ 
further confequence of no fmall benefit ta 
tfeemfelvcs; Wh6n it perfuades them to an? 
encreafed dej^rfee of circumfpedi^n a;6 to thif 
yiiltors whom they encouxage at horns, suui 
the fociety which they frequectt abroad. 

■ . ■ ■ « 1 I 
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CHAP. VI. 

ON FEMALE CONVERSATION AND BPIS*^ 

TOLARY CORRESPONDENCE, r 

I . . . . • . • 

V> ON VERS ATI ON is an index to the mind. 
V Out of the abundance of the heart the 
*' mouth fpeaketh (^)." The obfervation is 
true, not only when referring to thofe. what 
life the language of opennefs and fmcerity^ 
but alfo when applied to the referved man 
and the diflemblen Clofenefs indicate^ dif- 
truft; and often, by fliarpening curiofity, 
caufcs the difcovery of what is meant to be, 
concealed. Art fooner or later drops the. 
xnafk, or gives ample proof that fhe wears 
one. If it be admitted,. cpnfQnnably to 
general opinion, that female fluency in dif- 
courfe is greater and more perfevering than 
that of the other fex; it behoves wpmen the 
flxore fleadily to remember, that the fgun- 



<. 



(a) Matt, c. xii. v. 34. 
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tain will ' be ' ditifliated afctbrding to thi 
ftream. If the rill riin babbling along, 
fhallow and frothy, the fource will be deeni- 
cd incapable ef fupplyihg a profound anil 
tranquil current; If the former be muddy, 
bitter, and corrofive, its ofFenfivenefs will be 
afcribed to the inherent qualities of the latter. 

' Among the faults which it is ufual to 
hear laid to the, charge of young women, 
when female difcourfe is canvaffed, vanity, 
affectation, and frivoloufnefs, feem to far- 
nifti the moft prevailing theme of cen- 
fare. That in a great number of inftances 

the cenfure is warranted, cannot be denied. 
And every young woman ought to*beware, 
left there fhould be ground for applying it, 
with juftice, to herfelf. For, if it fliould be 
with juftice applied to her, let her beaffured, 
that whatever may be the circumftances of 
palliation, by which a part of the blame may 
be transferred elfewhere j there will yet be, 
in the moft favourable cafe, a large refi- 
duum, for which fhe ought to be, and muft 
be, perfonally refpohfible. But it is no 

more 
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more than commpn candour, to avow, thal^ 
in addition to thofe defers which frequent-^ 
ly fubfift in the plan of female eduction, 
there is another caufe to which a portio(i c^ 
thi$ vanity, and of its concomitant habit^ 
ufid errors, muft be afcribed \ namely, tb6 
injudicious and reprehenfible hehaviqur o^ 

the other fex. 
I 

The flyle and kind of converfation in 
which men very generally indulge them* 
fe^es towards unmarried women, not i)iW 
frequently towards married women, s^nd to- 
wards no women fo much as towards thofe 
who have been recently introdu(:ed iota 
ppbUc, are fuch as would lead an indifiereqt 
audkor to conclude, either that their owa 
intelleftual powers were very Header ; or, 
th^t they regarded the perfons, to whoii^ 
they were dire(3:ing their difcourfe, as nearly: 
devoid of under fts^nding. For, antecedently. 

to. experience, could it appear probable that 
a man of feniib, when converfii^g wi4ih ^ 
WQ03Kan whom he deemed to poffefs a cultU. 
vatedmiad, would ftudy, ^ it fhould {ecm^ 

to 
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tp fhun eve^-y fubjefit of cjifcourfe whicl^ 
fpight afford fcope for the exercife of reafon: 
t|xat his whole aim would apparently be, tq 
f^cite noify gaiety founded on nothing ; tp 
fall forth a copteft of puny witticifm an4 
gjppant repartee ; to djfcufs the merits of 
caps and colours, and eflences and fans; 
and to into^ic^te the head, and beguile the 
he^rt, by every mode and evpry extrava- 
gance of* compKment ? Yet fuch U the fort 
of cpnverfation daily to be heard ; and not 
i^V{ public places only, but in private fami- 
nes ; and not only from the giddinefs of 
^mpty young men, but frpm men of ma- 
^V^ver year$, and of a moye fober caft ; mea 
who, themfelves, have dayghters about tq 
^ introduce^ into the^orld, and arc them- 
felves known, in their ferious moments, to 
^.ment, and to lament with fincerity, the 
temptations and dangers by which thofe 
daughters, vrhen introduced, are to be af- 
^iled. The effedts of fuch treatment and 
intercourfe on young women are deeply 
and permanently mifchievous. She who is 
^ready vain, frivolous, and affeded, inflead 
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of deriving from the behaviour which fltc 
experienqes fforri the other feix motives and 
encouragements to improvement, is con«^ 
Brnied in heir faults more and more ; arid 
iearns to continue from principle what, per*^ ' 
haps, originated in thotightleflhefs. And 
flie who at preffent is not tinftured with 
thefe failings, is in conftant hazard either of 
being enfnared by the familiarity of ex- 
ample, and by the comparative difregard 

fliewn to thofe excellences with which flic ' 

» 

is endowed ; or of contracting a difpofition 
equally remote from feminine diffid6hce and 
Chriftian humility, namely, a prbpenfity toi' 
admire her own acquifitioris ; to reft with 
proud confidence in her own judgement ^6f 

perfons and things ; and to reprehend witli 

' ... 

cenforioufnefs, or expofe with farcaftic ri- 
dicule, the manners and the characters of 
her acquaintance. Young women will aft 

4 

wifely in remembering that men who are 
addidted to this ftyle of converfa^tion, and 
profufe in the language of complimentary 
encomium, are found in general to l>e in- 
^licriminate flatterers, and to applaud with- 

' out 
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out inward, approbation j and that, if lingle. 
men, they are often among the Icaft likely. 
to have their afFedions ferioully engaged^ 
and the leaft worthy to poiiefs the affedions^ 
of another. . , 



,■. •• • »■ f s !■ 



But while, on the one hand, we allow 
to young wome^i the full benefit of every 

mpology that can be derive^ from the im- 

.. « • » . '", , * ' i' .' . ' . i ' ' ' ' ' *■•''' 

proper behaviour and exainpl^ of the otheij 

fexin the points under conuderation ;^ trlith 

^- • ^ - ' '■■■•I •■•■^f.':- i'- :r.ii(i\ "-)n*>t) 

requires us, on the. other hand, to obferve 
that this very behaviour on the part of, men, 
which has been juftly reprehended, is, fre- 
quently called forth and encouraged by the, 
favourable reception wjbich it is feen tO: 
attain. Beauty, delights to hear its .owa 
praife. Where beauty doef not captivate 
ij;i the countenance, gr^ce . and elegance 
may fafcinate in the perfon: and grace; 
and elegance do not yield to beauty in the . 
defir^ of admiration. Where neither beauty, 
nor^race and eleganc? Jbave been liberal of 
their gifts, vanity is at hand to magnify 
every the moft (lender token of their boun- 
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iy ; and liftens witH open ears to the ap- 
plaufes wliicK flie imagines nerfdf to' de- 
fferve ; and witlx ftill greater eagernefs to 
thofe, lier title to which fhe had pr^iouuy 
doubted. If perfoilal attradions have beed 
£b fparingly beftowed, as neither to leave 
room for the expectation of fincere encO- 
mium, nor even for the delufive dreams of 
hope, in which' the fancy is prone to in- 
dfulge; the love of compliment has yet 
other fources of gratification. Shewy ac- 
conapliflimehts become the ground on wliiea^ 
th*c tribute of panegyric is claimed : and t&e 
tribute, once evidently claimed, will Be re- 
gulirly paid by cohvidion or by politeriels.^ 
Hfence it is that among a large proportion or 
young women, and efpecially affio»ng thofe' 
who are not remarkable for the ftrengtK* 
of their uhderftanding, atid who havi* noli^ 
been accuftomcd to eftimdte the wdrth^6f^ 
dbjiifts according to the ftaridard of re'af6iV 
and religion, cohverfation loaded witfr* 
flatteries, as filly as thiey are grofs, too often ' 
ffnds welcome hearers. Hence, alfo, it is' 
confined in circles of this defcription to' 

4 fcenes, 
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fdenes, tdpics, and incidents which embrace 

fittle mdt6 than the amufements of the pre- 

■ , .«•♦•■> •" 

ceding or of the ehfuing afternoon; the 
hk>ks arid the drefs of the prefent company 
6t 6f tiietr acquaintance ; petty anecdotes 
df the neighbourhoodi and local fcandal* 
r« it t^oWfeifui than that the wifk prevalent 
iti ttith mthy and efpeciallyih young men, 
ft) ftiidk themf(ilv6^ acceptable in fociat 
mtkcdurfe tb'the ftihale fe?x, flioiild be- 
twcy tbdtntlnto* a riiode 61* feehaviour wMcH 
tlley petiielve to be fc generally welcome ? 
Is it.woWerful th^the, ,whp difcovers tri- 
fling to peihe way to pteafe,fHould become 
a trifler J that, he who by the cafual intro- 
du<aion of a fubie<a:, which feemed to call 
upon the realon to exert itfelf, has brought: 
an ominous yawn over the countenance of 
his fair auditor, fhould guard againft a re- 
petition of the offence ? But it is not only to 
women of moderate capacity, that hotits of 
trifling and flippant converfation arc, found 
acceptable. To thofe .of fuperior talents 
they are not unfrequeritly known to give a 
degree of .entertainment, greater than on 

flight 



na ON tEMJAi'? CONyERSATIQif. A^O 

flight confideration we might have (expe<3:-T 
ed. The matter, . howeyef , m^y ..^afily.- be 
explained. Some women who are endow- 
ed with ftrong mental powers, are little 
inclifted to the trouble of exerting them. 
They Ipve tQ indulge a -fupiifie. vgpuity of 
thought J Hften ,^o/npnfenfe wit^^^ dif. 
fatisfadlion, becaufe to liften to it requires- 
np.^jQTort; neither Jearph por prompt otherii 
to f^arch deeper th^fi the.furface.pf the 
mfficng topic of difcourfe : .and were it not 
for an occafional remark that indicates dif^ 

I • •■••t'* ■ ,-■ • 1 "s • . • 't «".'/■■ x'lT ' 

cemment, qr a Jodk of intelligence which 
ffleams through the liftleflneis of floth, 
would fcarcely be furlpeded of judgement 
and penetration.' While thefe perfons rare- 
ly feem'in the common intercouffe of life 
to' turn their abilitieV to the advantage either 
6f^ tliemfelves.or of t|ieir friends; others*, 
gifted with equal talents, are tempted to 
i?iifapply them by the confcioufnefs of pof- 
fefling them. Vain of their powers and of 
their dexterity, in the ufe of them, they 
cannot refift the ipfipulfe which they feel 

• I'll , 

to lead a pert and coxcombical young man, 

whenever 
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whenever he falls in their way, to expofc 
himfelf. The prattle which they defpife,they 
encourage ; bccaufe it amufes them by reti- 
deringthe fpeaker ridiculous* They lead^iim 
on, unfufpiciouS of their defigh, and fecret- 
ly pUiming himfelf on the notice which he 
attrads, arid oh his owil happy talents of 
rendering himfelf agreeable, and delighted 
the moft when he is moft thfe obje£t of dfe^ 
rifiohi froth onfe ftep of folly to artttthef; 
By degrees thiey cohtradl ah habitual relifh 
for the ftyle of coverfation, which enable* 
them at orite to difplay thdr bwh wit, and 
to gratify their p^ffion fbr mirth, and theiir 
talte fot the lildicrousu They become in^ 
Walrdly irhpatieht when it flags ; and more 
itiipatient when it meets with interruption. 
And if a man of grave afpeft and more 
wakeful reflei£tion prefumes to ftep within 
the circle^ they aflail the unwelcome in- 
truder with a volley of brilliant raillery 
and fparkling repartee, which bears down 
knowledge and learniilg before it; and 
convhlfe the delighted auditors with peals 
©f laughter, while he labours in his heavy 

I accoutre-* 
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laccoutremetits after his light-armed a,nia^ 
gonift, and receives at every turn a fhower 
of arrows, which he can neither parry nor 
withftand. 

• ■ 

From the remarks which have been made 
im the frivoloufnefs of language and fen- 
timent which often appears agreeable to 
women ; and even to women who are quali** 

fied both to communicate and to enjoy the 
higheft pleafures of converfation which 
can flow from cultivated minds j let it not 
be inferred^ that the mixed difcourfe either 
df female fociety, or of young perfons of the 
two fexes, is to refemble the difcuflions'of 
a board of philofophers ; *and that eafe an^ 
gaiety, and laiighter and wit, are to be pro* 
fcribed as inveterate enemies of fobricty and 
-good fenfe. "Let eafe exempt from affecta- 
tion, gaiety prompted by innocence, laugh- 
ter the effufion of ingenuous delight, and 
wit unftained with any tindlure of malevo^ 
lence, enliven the hours of focial converfe. 
But let it not be thought that their enliven- 
itig influence is - unteafotiably •curtailed, - if 
- . / good 



.EPISTOLARY CORRESPQNDENCE. 11^, 

^ * * • . 4, liF * 

gopd fenfe be empowered at all times to ^ 
f^perintend their proceedings ; and iffobriety,. 
be authorifed fometin^es to iuterpqie topicsi 
which may exercife and improve the facul- 
ties of the underftanding. 

The truefourccs of. ufeful .and pleafing 
converfation, whether in men or. in womeiii 
(jin^let it be remembered that no converfa- 
tion can be truly pleafing that is not accom-* 
panied by fimplicity of manner,) are virtur 
ous difpofitions, right judgement, and po-^ 
lifhed tafte. I mention them in the order 
in which they appear to be recjuifite. Per- 
fons of either fex, who ambitioufly endea- 
vour to fupply by artificial props, or to com-^ 
penfate by artificial ornament^ ihe want of 
any of thefe folid foundations pf improving 
^nd attradive difcourfe, may for a time: 
ap^ufe the indolent, or may cateii the ap^-. 
pliufe of ignorance and folly. But they. 
^iil not long render themfdves acceptable^ 
e^en in mixed company, to confiderate^ 
Ohiervers. And they will altogether fail in^ 
the far more important office of difFufing 

I % improve- 
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ittiprovelnetit, of communicating pleafure^ 
and of gaining friendfhip and affedlion, in 
the fociety of private life. 

At the clofe of thefe remarks on female 
converfation^ it may be allowable .to fub- 

join a few words oft a kindred fubjedl, 
epiftolary correfpondence. Letters which 
pafs between men commonly relate^ in a 
greater or a lefs degree, to adual bufmefsw' 
Even young men, on whom the cafes of 
life are not yet devolved in their full weight, 
will frequently be led to enlarge to their 
abfent friends on topics not only of an in- 
terefting nature, but alfo of a ferious caft ; 
on the ftudies which they are refpeftively' 
purfuing ; on the advantages and difadvani- 
tages of. the profeflion to which the one of 
the other is deftined ; on the circumftances 
which appear likely to forward or to im- 
pede the fuccefs of each in the world. 
The ferioufnefs of the fubjc6t, therefore^ 
has a tendency, though a tendency which, 
I admit, is not always fucceftiful, to guard 
tb^ writer froua an affeded and artificial 

ftyle. 
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ftyle. Young women, whofe minds arc 
comparatively unoccupied by fuch con- 
cerns, are fometimes found to want in theip 
correfpondence, a counterpoife, if not to 
the defire of fhining, yet to the quicknefe 
of imagination, and, occafionally, to thjc 
qulcknefs 'of feeling, natural to their fex. 
Hence they are expofed to peculiar danger, 
a danger aggravated fometimes by familir 
^rity with novels and theatrical produ&ions, 
fometimes by the mature of the falhionable 
topics which will proceed from cngr9ffing 
converfation . to ^oiploy the pen, of leaynr 
ing to clothe their thoughts in ftudia4 
phrafesj and even of Jofing ftnaplicity both 
.p£ thought and expreffion in florid, refined, 
and fentimental parade. Frequently, too, 
the defire of Ihining intermingles itfelf, and 
involves them in additional temptations. 
They are ambitious to be diftingviifl>ed fqr 
writing, as tlie phrafe iSy ^ood loners. Nqt 
jliat a lady ^ ought not to write . a good 
letter. But a lady, who makes it her ftudy 
tp write a good letter, commonly produce^ 
a cpmpofitipn to which av^ry di^erenf epi- 

I 3 thet 
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thet ought to be applied, Thofe letters 
only are good, which contain the natural 
efFufions of the heart, exprefled in un- 
'afFeded language. Tinfel and glitter, and 
laboured phrafes, difmifs the friend and 
introduce the authorefs. From the ufe of 
-ftrained and hyperbolical language, it is 
^but a ftep to advance to that ivhich is infin* 
cere. But though that ftep be not taken, all 
that is •pleafing in letter-writing is already 
?bfl:. - And a far heavier lofs is to' be dread*^ 
cd, the loft of fimplicity*of -manners and 
icharadker in other points. For when a 
^^oman is habitually betrayed into an arti* 
4ieial mode' of proceeding by vanity, by 
the defire of pleafing, by erroneous judge^ 
ment, or -by any other caufe ; can it be 
Improbable that the fame caufe fhould ex- 
tend its Influence to other parts of her con- 

(dudl, and be'produftive of fimilar eflJedls ? 

i» _ ■ 

In juftice to the female fex, however, it 
ought to be added, that when amiable 
women, and efpecially amiable women of ' 
improved underftandings, write with fim- 
plicity, and employ thdr pens in a more 

rational 
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gopd fenfe be empowered at all^timea tp. 
fiiperintend their proceedings ; and if.fobrietyr 
be authorifed fometin^es to ixjUerpqle topicsi 
which may exercife and improve the facul- 
ties of the underftanding. 
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The truefources of . ufeful .and pleafing 
converfation, whether in men or» in womeiii 
(^n^letit be remembered that no.converfa- 
tion can be truly pleating that is not accom-* 
panied by fimplicity of manner,) are virtur 
ous difpofitions, right judgement, and po-^ 
lifhed tafte. I mention them in the order 
in which they appear to be recjuifite. Perr 
fons of either fex^ who artibitioufly endea- 
vour to fupply by artificial props, or to com-^ 
pi^nfate by artificial oroaments, ihe want of 
any of thefe folid foundations pf improving 
^nd attraftive difcourfe, may for a time* 
afRufe the dndolent, or may catch the ,a|>^-/ 
pUufe of ignorance and folly. But they. 
^ii) not long render themfelves acceptable^ 
^ven in mixed company, to confiderate* 
Ohfervers. And they will altogether fail in^ 
the far more important office of difFufing 

12 iniproye- 
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CHAP. VII. 

. . ■ I . 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON PROPEN- 
SITY TO IMITATION, — ON DRESS. 

1 HE remarks on the mode of introducing 
young perfons of the female fex into pub- 
lic, which were ftated in a former chapter, 
were calculated primarily for the confider- 
ation of mothers, and of perfpp§ wh<> 
have to fupply the place of mothers. Th^ 
pref^nt and thq j;wo fucceeding chapters are 
addrelTed to the daughter no lefs than tq 
her elder rdations. 

At the age when young women are in- 

« - _ • ' ' * • 

troduced into general fociety, thq ch^rafter, 
even of thofe who have been the beft in- 
ftrudled, is in a coniiderable degree unfixed* 
The full force of temptation, as yet known 
only by report, is now to be learned from 
hazardous experience. Right principles^ 

approved 
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approved in theory, are to be reduced frotii 
fpeculation into praftice. Modes of con- 
du6l, wifely chofen and well begun, are to 
be confirmed by the influence of habit. 
New fcenes are to be witnefTed ; new opi-^ 
nions to be heard; new exatnples to be 
obferved ; new dangers to be encountered. 
The refult of a very few years at this fe^^^ 
fon of life in almoft every cafe powerfully 
afFeSs, and in many cafes unequivocally de- 
cides, the tenor of its future courfe. Un* 
fortunate are thofe individuals who, at this 
critical period, being deftitute of the coun- 
fel of judicious friends, or too giddy to give 
it a patient hearing, or too opinionated to 
receive it with kindnefs, advance unaided 
to the trial ; and are left blindly to imbibe 
the maxims, and imitate the proceedings, 
of the thoughtlefs multitude around them,. 

As erroneous opinions and repreheafibic 
proceedings with xefpeiSt to Drefs and 
Amufements arc frequently ocgafioned, 
or in a v^ry high degree aggravated, by 
$he habit pf imitation ; fome prefatory 

remarks 



I2f ON DRESS. 

remarks on that fuhje£t may not be devoid 

of utility. 

» • - . •• 

. A. propenfity to imitation is natural to 
the human mind^ and is attended with 
various efFefts highly favourabie to human 
happinefs. To childhood it is a perpetual 
fource of knowledge, gained without labour 
and without reludance. In riper years it 
continues to inftruft. It produces fuch a 
degree of conformity between the manners 
and condudt of different individuals, ta 
maintains the harmony of fociety, notwith- 
ftanding the clafhing purfuits and preten*- 
fions which agitate the world. It con- 
tributes, in fubordination to higher prin- 
ciples, to conciliate thofe, who have ex-r 
perienced a fudden elevation or depreflion 
of fortune, to the habits of their new con* 
dition, and to open their eyes to tts com- 
forts. This propenfity fliews itfelf with 
cfpecial ftrength iu the female fex. Pro- 
vidence, defigning from the beginning 
that the manner of life to be adopted 
by women fbould in many .refpeds ulr 

timately 
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tlmately depend, not fo nauch on tiieir 
own deliberate choice, as - on the dcSCer* 
^minatioii^ or at ieaft on- the intereft and 
jconveriience, of the parent, of the hufbaiid, 
or of fome other near conne<fHon ; has im- 
planted* in them a remarkable tendency to 
confotth to the wiflies and example of thofe 
for whom they feel a lyarmth of regard-, 
and even of all thofe with whom they art 
in familiar habits of intercourfe. In youth^ 
lldien thd feelings of the heart are the moft 
lively, and eftablifhed modes of proceeding 
are not yet formed, this principle is fer 
more powerful than in the more advanced 
-periods of life. As the mind, in obeying 
the impulfe of this principle, no lefs than 
in following any other of its native or ac- 
^uii'ed tendencies, is capable of being en- 
snared into errors and exceffes ; the feafon 
of youth, the feafon when the principle it- 
.felf is in its greateft ftrength, and when it 
has- yet derived few leflTons from refledion 
and experience, is the time when error and 
excefs arfe moft to be apprehended. In 

9 . 

■jrouthj too-, when thi; love of admiration 

and 
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and the dread of ihame are unimpaired, 
there are few fubje(f);s and occafions fo lU^ely 
to produce error and excefs, a^ thofe in 
which clofenefs of imitation is deemed the 
road to refped and applaufe ; and* even 
fmall degrees of fingularity are fuppofed to 
entail confiderable difgrace. Let thefe cirr 
^umflances be duly recollected, and we ihall 
liot greatly wonder that wooden irj general, 
and efpecially very young women, fe^l i^n 
extreme repugnance to fall fhort of 'their 
neighbours in compliance with every fafhion 
t>f the day not palpably criminal. And wp 
fball be lefs ailoniihed than concerned, thaf. 
fo many arc led with open eyes by the at*» 
tradtion of prevailing cuftom, indifcrimi- 
nately to copy the pattern fet before them 
by their equals and their fuperiors ; and af- 
ter following the crowd through unceafing 
fluduations of vanity, of folly, of pride, and 
of extravagance, to attend it, to fay the leaft, 
to the confine^ even of more flagrant vice. 

But circumftances, which m^y not ex- 
cite wonder, are not the lefs on that account 
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to be lamented. Error and mifconduft ^re 
hot to be guarded againft the lefs, becaufe 
from the weaknefs of human nature, and 
the force of temptation, they may be likely 
to occur. The known probability of an 
undefirable event is an additional reafon for 
vigilance and circumfpedion. If life be a 
ftate of trial, the more eafily a young wo- 
man may be betrayed into a fault, the more 
ought fhe to be fortified againft it by 
friendly admonition. I dwell the longer 
on thefe very obvious truths, becaufe per- 
fons of worth and underftanding appear 
fometimes to give currency to a miftaken 
and pernicious opinion, that follies and fail- 
ings natural^ as the pl^rafe is, to certain pe- 
riods of life, or to perfons in certain fitua- 
tions, are of no great moment. And though, 
if conftrained by the incommodious perfe- 
ycrance of fome clofe reafoner to exprefs 
their fentiments refpeding any fuch point 
of condudt, they mention it with a degree of 
blame; yet they pafs oyer the matter lightlyi 
and fcem not to think it neceflary to gly6 
thcmfelves or others much trouble about it. 
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In things which in thcmfelves are indif^ 
ferent, cuftom is generally the proper guide :- 
and obftinately to refift its authority, with 
refpedt to circumftances of that defcription,* 
18 commonly the mark either of weaknefs 
or of arrogance. The variations of dreiS|- 
as in countries highly polifhed frequent va;- 
riations will exifl:, fall within it;s jurifdidion. 
And as long as the prevailing modes remain 
Intrinfically indifferent ; that is to fay, as 
long as in their form they are ijiot tinctured 
with indelicacy, nor in their cofllinefs arc 
inconfiftent with the ftation or the fortune 
of the wearer ; fuch a degree of conformity, 
to them, as is fufEcient to preclude the ap- 
pearance of particularity, is reafonable and 
becoming. It is modcflly to acquiefce in 
the decifion of others, on a fubjedt upoa 
which they have at lead as gopd a title as 
ourfelves to decide, and upon which they 
have not decided amils. When other unob- 
jediionable modes are generally eftabliflied, 
the fame reafoning indicates the propriety 
pf acceding to them. But it neither fuggeftg 
nor juftifies the pradice of adopting fafhions, 

which 
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which intrench either on the principles of 
decency, or on the rules of reafonable ffu- 
gafity.' Fafliions of the former kind are 
not unfrequentljt introduced by the fharae- 
lefe, of the latter by the profufe ; and 
both are copied by the vain and the incon- 
fiderate. But deliberately to copy either, 
is to fliev^ th^t delicacy, the chief grace of 
the female charader ; ' or that occofiomy, 
the fupport not merely of honefty alone, 
but of generofity, is deemed an object only 
of fecondary importance. To copy either 
inadvertently, denotes a want of habitual 
Uvelinefs of attention to the native didlatca 
of fenfibility, or to the fuggeftions of 
,equity and kindnefs. Amoi^g the mode* 
p£ attire more or lefs inconliftent with femi* 
nine modefty, thofe which ape the garb of 
the other fex are to be clafled {a). Their 
' ' unpleafingj 

{a) From the account whlcli Dr. Henry gives of Englifti 
yftantters and ciiftoms at different periods, both fexes among 
our anccftors appear to have been as much attached to coft- 
fiilefs,- variety, and, I may add, abfurdity in drefs, as their 
cotcmporaries abroad, and each fex commonly as much as 
the pfehcr^ From the two following palFages, however, in^ 
* " his 
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unplealing efFed is heightened by additional 
circumftances which very commonly attend 
them, and are defigned perhaps tcfftrengthen 
the refemblance } a mafculine air and de- 
portment, and mafculine habits of addrefs 
and familiarity. To thofe whom higher 
motives would not deter from exhibiting or 
following fo prepoderous an example^ it 
may not be inefFe<3:ual to whifper, that fhe 
who conceives that to imitate the habili<* 
ments of perfons of the Other fex, is a pro* 
bable method of captivating them, is not a 



his Hillory, it may be infctrcd, thdt at erne i>enod| namely, 
in the reign of Henry tlie Eighth, the men exceeded the 
women in extravagance and ficklcnefs. *« The drefs of the 
•• period was fcoftly, and in its fafhions fubjeft to frequent 
•* flu6iuatioDS : fo doflly, that the wardrobes of the nobility 
•« in fifty years had increafcd to twenty times their fowncr 
value ; fo changeable, that the capricious inconftancy of 
the national drefs was quaintly reprefcnted by the %ufc 
" of an EngUfhman, unclothed, in a rnufing poflure, with 
*• fhecrs in his hand and cloth on his arm, perplexed amidfl 
•« a multiplicity of fafhions, and uncertain how to dcvife hia 
^* garments." Vol. vi. p. 66 1. « The attire of fcmaW 
•* was becoming and decent, fimllar in its fafliion to their 
«« prcfent drefs, but kfs fuhjeft to change and caprice.'^ 
ib.p. 663. 






nm 
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little unfortunate in her conjedure. Let 
her afk herfelf, in what manner ftie would 
be impreffed by the appearance of a young 
man ftudioufly approaching in his drefs to 
the model of her own ; and fhe will not be 
at a' lofs to eftimate the repulfive influence 
of her accoutrements on thofe whom fhe 
copies. Beauty, it is true, may remain at- 
tradive in the midfl: of abfurd and uncouth 
decorations. It is attradive, however, not in 
confequence of them, but in fpite of them ; 
and it attrads with force fingularly dimi- 
niihed by the medium through which it 
has chofen to operate. And thofe men, who 
expert in women qualities more eftimable 
than perfonal charms, are prone to draw 
unfavourable conclufions as to the under- 
ftanding or the difpofitions of one, who 
proves herfelf fo little attached to the 
proprieties natural to her fex j and if they 

r 

ate betrayed by inadvertence into the 
language of compliment, can fcarcely r^ 
ftrain emotions of difguft from rifing in 



Falhions in drefs, which in the tw6 
particulars already fpecified are irreprc- 
henfible, are yet fometimes of fuch a na- 
ture as to be extremely inconvenient to 
the wearer. Modes of this defcription art 
feldom likely to be very long prevalent 
But, while they continue, every prac- 
ticable difcouragement (hould be pointed 
againft them. 

In the next place, Tt is to be obfervcd, 
that the principles, which recommend Itrch 
a degree of compliance with eftablifhed 
fafhions of an unobjetJXionable nature as is 
fufficient to prevent the appearance of par- 
ticularity, cannot be alleged in defence of 
thofe perfons, who are folicitous to purfue 
exifting modes through their minute rami- 
fications, or who feek to diftinguiih them* 
felves as the introducers of new modes* 
Ficklenefs, or vanity, or ambition, is the 
motive which encourages fuch defires : dt^^- 
fires which aflbrd prefmnptive evidence of 
tveaknefs of underftanding, though found 
occafionailly to aduate and degrade fuperior 

?-•- minds. 
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tniods. It happens^ in the embellifhrnent 
of the peffon, a$ ia mod other inftances, 
that wayward caprice, and a pafiion for ad« 
nitration, deviate into . thofe paths of folly 
«irbEcjh lead from the objfeds of purfuit. 

■ Wc have run 

Through every change that fancy, at the loom 
Exhauiled, has had genius to fupply ; 
And ftudious of mutation flflli dlfcstnd 
A real ekgaoce^ a little ufed^ 
For monftrous ikoveltyy and ftrange difguife ( £]* 

So prepoflerous and fantaftic are the dif^ 
^uifes of the human form which modera 
/aihion has exhibited, that her votaries, 
-when brought together in her public haunts, 
have fometlmes beea found fcarcely able to 
jcfrain from gazing with an eye of ridicule 
aod contempt on each other. And while 
ii^dividuaUy priding themftlves on their 
elegance and tafte, they have very com^ 
monly appeared in the eyes of an indif- 
ferent fpeftator to be running a race fojr 
the ^cquifition of deformity. 

It is a common and a jud remark, that 
obje£ls in their own nature innocent and 

H) Cowpcr'f-Taik, ^ok ad. 

K 2 entitled 
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entitled to notice, may become the fource of 
difadvantage and of guilt, when, by being 
raifed from the rank of trifles to ideal im- 
portance, they occupy a fhare of time- and 
attention ^hich they do not deferve; and 
when they are purfued with an immoderate 
ardour, which at once indifpofes the mind 
to occupations of higher concern, and clouds 
it with malignant emotions. There are few 
fubjcfts, by a reference to which it is more 
eafy to illuftrate the obfervation ; there are 
hone to which it is more evidently neceflfary 
to apply it, than fafliions in attire, in equi- 
page, in furniture, in the embelliflimchtsof 
the tabfe, and in otter fimilar circumftances; 
Thus, to fpeak of the topic immediately 
under confideration, if, in addition to that 
Ireafonable degree of regard to the drefs of 
the perfon which enfures the ftri<3:efl: neat- 
nefs, and a modeft conformity in unobjec- 
tionable points to the authority of c'uftom, 
a young woman permits her thoughts to be 
frequently engaged by the fubjed: of exte- 
rior ornaments ; occupations of moment 
• . . . . ' ■ ) 

will be proportionably negleded. From the' 
complacency natural to all human beings, 

when 



ON I>A£6S« 133 

ixliea employed in contemplating objeds 
by means of which the flattering hope o£ 
ihining is prefeated to them ; (he will be in 
the moft imminent danger of contracting ^ 
diftafle to ferious refledlion, and of being at 
length abforbed in the delufions of vanity 
and felf-love. It is undoubtedly a matter 
of indifference, whether a lady's ribbands 
be green or blue ; whether h^r head be 
decorated with flowers or with feathers; 
\^hether her gown be compofed of muflin 
or of filk. But it is no matter of indif- 
ference, whether the time which fhe devotes 
to the determination of one of thefe points, 
is to be reckoned by hours or by minutes ; 
nor whether, on difcovering the elevation 
of her bonnet to be an inch higher or lower, 
and its tint a fhade lighter or darker, than 
the model which prevails among her ac- 
quaintance, fhe is overwhelmed with con- 
vernation and difappointmcnt, or bears the 
calamity with the apathy of a lloic^ 

I have ventured in the preceding pages 
c;Kplicitly to inculcate the duty of refraining 

K 3 from 
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from compliance with fadtiions ift drds, 
which would be accompanied with a degree 
of expcncc inconfiftent with the prefent 
cTrcumftances of the individual. Let not 
the admonition be conceived as intended 
to countenance a niggardly difpofitidn. To 
prevent the danger of contrafting fuch a 
difpofition, has been one of the principal 
reafons for offering the advice. Young wo- 
men who accuftom themfelves to be lavifh 
in matters of perfonal decoration, eafily pro- 
ceed to think, that as long as they reftrain 
their expenfivenefs within the limits of the 
refources fupplied by their parents and 
friends, they are chargeable with no blame 
on the fubjed. If they pay their bills punc- 
tually, who is entitled to find fault ? Thofe 
perfons will difcern juft caufe of reprehen- 
fion, who do not confider the honeft pay- 
ment of bills at the cuftomary times as 
cofnprifing the whole of human duty with 
regard to the expenditure of money. The 
demands of juftice may be filenced : but has 
benevolence no claims to be fatisfied ? The 
fa6l is, that an unguarded fondnefs for or- 
nament 
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pamisnt has been koown^ in a multitude of 
exaqaples, to overpower the native tender- 
nefs of the female mind ; and to prevent 
the growth and eflablilhment of difppfir 
txqns pronounced in the Gofpel to be in- 
dilpenfably requilitc to tljie Chriftian. cha- 
racter. If the purft be generally kept low 
by the demand^ of milliners, of mantua- 
makers, of jewellers^ and of others who 
bear their p^rt in adorning the perfon; 
little can be allotted to the applicatipns of 
charity. But charity requires, in common 
with other virtues^ the foftering influence 
of habit. If the ci^dom of deyoting an 
adequate portion of the income to the 
. relief of xMrefs be long intermitted, the 
defire of giving relief will gradually be 
impaired. The heart forgets, by diiiife, 
the emotions in which it once delighted. 
- The car turns from folicitations now be- 
come unwelcome. In proportion as the 

. wants and the griefs of others are difre- 
. garded, the fpirit of felfiftinefs ftrikes 

deeper and ftronger roots in the breaft. 

^et the generous exertions of kindnefs be 
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tempered with difcretion : but let a difpo- 
fition to thofe exertions be encouraged on 
principles of duty ; and confirmed, in pro- 
portion to the ability of the individual, by 
frequency of pradlice. Before the world 
has rcpreffed, by its interefted Icffons, the 
warmth of youthful benevolence, let ex- 
perience eftablifli a convidtion, that the 
greateft of all pleafures is to do good. She 
who has accuftomed herfelf to this delight, 
will not eafily be induced to forego it. 
She will feel, that whatever fhe is able, 
without penurioufnefs or improper fingu- 
larity, to withdraw from the expence of 

perfonal ornament, is n9t only referved 
for much higher purpofes, but for pur- 
pofes productive of excjuifite and perma- 
nent gratification. 

Another, and a very imponant benefit 
which refults from fixed habits of ^node- 
ra'tion as to drefs, and all points of a fimilar 
nature, will be ckarly difcerned by advert- 
ing to the irreparable evils into which 
young women are fometimes plunged by 

the 
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the contrary pradice. The lavifh indul- 
gence in which they have learned to feek 
for happinefs, becoming, in their eftimation, 
eflential to their comfort, will bias their 
conduct .in every important ftep. Hence, 
in forming matrimonial connexions, it cx- 
ercifes perhaps a fecret, but a very power- 
ful influence. The prdfpedt of wealth and 
magnificence, of the continuance and of the 
increafe of pleafures fuppofed to flow from 
the pomp of drefs and equipage, from fump- 
tuous manfions, fhewy furniture, and nu- 
merous attendants, dazzles the judgement ; 
impofes on the afFedlions ; conceals many 
defeds in moral charader, and compenfatcs 
for others. It frequently proves the deci- 
five circumftance whidh leads the deluded 
viaim to the altar, there to confign herfelf 
to fplendid mifery for life. 

There are yet other confequences which 
attend an immoderate pafliion for the em- 
belliftiments of drefs. When the mind is 
fixed upon objeds which derive their chief 
value from the food which they adminifler 

to 
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to vanity and the love of admiration j the 
averfion, which almoft every individual of 
either fex is prone to feer towards a rival, 
is particularly called forth. And when 
objeds attainable fo eafily as exterior orna- 
ments occupy the heart, there will be rivals 
without number. Hence it is not very 
unufual to fee neighbouring young women 
engaged in a conftant ftate of petty war- 
fare with each other. To vie in oftenta- 
tioufncfs and in coftlinefs of apparel j to 
be diftinguiftied by novel inventions in the 
fcience of decoration ; to gain the earlieft 
intelligence refpeding changes of fafhion 
in the metropolis ; to deteft, in the attir^ 
of a lucklefs competitor, traces of a mode 
which for fix weeks has been obfolete in 
high life ; thefe frequently are the points 
of excellence to which the force of female 
genius is direded. In the mean time, 
while the mafic of friendftiip is worn on 
the countenance, and the language of re- 
gard dwells on the tongue, indifference, 
difguft, and envy, are gradually taking 
pofleflion of the bread ; until, at length, 

the 
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the uriwM thy conteft, prdlonged for years 
under confirmed habits of diflimulation^ 
by which none olF the parties are deceived, 
terminates in the violence of am open 
rupture. 

The Scriptures have fpoken too plainly 
refpeding unreafonable folicitude about 
drefs, to permit me to quit the fubjeft 
without referring to their authority. Our, 
Saviour, in one of his* moft folemn 
difcourfes, warns his followers againft 
anxiety " wherewithal they fhould be 
" clothe3/' in a manner particularly 
^mphatical, by claffing that anxiety with 
the defpicable purfuits of thofe who arc 
ftudious " what they fhall eat, and what 
" they fliall drink ;" and by pronouncing all 
fuch cares to be among the charaderiftical 
features, by which the heathens were diftin* 
guifhed and difgraced {c). It ought to be 
obferved, that thefe admonitions of Chrift 
xefped men no lefe than women. St. Paul, 
in the following paflage, fpeaks pointedly 

(e) Matt. VI. 3>(, 32. 

concerning 
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concerning female drefs : " I will, in like 
•* manner alfo, that women adorn them- 
" felves in modeft apparel, with fhame- 
** facednefs and fobriety : not with broi- 
" dered hair, or gold, or pearls, or coftijr 
" array j but, which becometh women pro- 
•* feffing godlinefs, with good works (^/)." 
In another paflage, which remains to be 
produced from the New Teftament, St. Pe- 
ter alfo fpeaks exprefsly of the female fex ; 
and primarily of married women, but in 

terms applicable with equal propriety to the 
fmgle : " Whofe adorning, let it not be 
that outward adorning of plaiting the 
hair and of wearing of gold, and of 
putting on of apparel. But let it be the 
** hidden man of the heart,*' (the inward 
frame and difpofition of the mind,) "in 
" that which is not corruptible; even the' 
" ornament of a meek and quiet fpirit, 
** which is in the fight of God of great 
** price (^)." It would be too much to 
aflert, on the one hand, that it was the 
intention of either of the Apoftles, in giv- 

(d) I Tim. ii. 8. 10. (e) I Peter, iii. 3, 4. 

ing 
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ing thefe diredions, to profcribe the ufe of 
the particular kinds of perfonal ornament 
which he fpecifies. But on the other hand, 
it was unqueftionably the defign of both, 
to profcribe -whatever may juftly be ftyled 
foficitude refped:ing any kind of perfonal 
decoration ; and to cenfure thofe who, 
inftead of refting their claim to approba- 
tion folely on the tempers of the foul, 
fhould ambitioufly feek to be noticed and 
praifed for exterior embellifhments, as 
deviating precifely in that degree from the 
fimplicity and the purity of the Chriftiaa 
charader. Thefe obfervations may, by 
parity of reafoning, be extended from the . 

fubjed: of drefs to folicitude refpeding 
equipage, and all other circumftances in 
domeftic oeconomy, with which the idea 
of fhewy appearance may be conneded* 
They may be extended alfo to a thirft for 
fafhionable talents and difpofitions, . (for 
even in talents and difpofitions there is a 
fafhion,) and for modilh accomplifhments, 
geftures, phrafes, reading, and employ- 
ments. 
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ON AMUSEMENTS IN GENERAL.— MAS- 
QUERADES. — THE EFFICACY OP IN- 
DIVIDUAL EXAMPLE CONSIDERED* 

Amusements, private as well as public, 
form another province over which cuftom 
and fa{hion are generally allowed to pre- 
fide, s The claim is, under due limitations, 
not unreafonable. But that propenfity to 
imitation in the female fex, which has al- 
ready been explained, concyrs vdth the 
high fpirits and inexperience of youth 
very often to lead women to venture, in 
this province, on ground that is manifeftly- 
inaufpicious, and fometimes on ground 
which ought to be deemed abfolutely for- 
bidden. In former ages, when the bar- 
barous combats of gladiators were exhi- 
bited in the Roman Circus ; and exhi*- 
bited in fo many cities and with fuch fre- 
quency, as in fome inftances to caufe from 

twooty 
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twenty to thirty thoiifatid lives to be fa- 
crificed in Europe by this abominable 
cruelty within the fpace of a month; 
the wives and daughters of the citizens 
of all ranks are reprefented as having 
been paffionately addided to thefe (pec- 
tacles {/). To our own country womeq, 
whofe eyes have not been polluted nor 
their hearts hardened by brutifli and fan* 
guinary entertainments, this recital may 
fcarcely appear credible. But the fad is 
confirmed by fimilar examples. I mean 
not to dwell on the concurrent accounts, 
given by different writers, of the extreme 
delight which the women among the North 
American Indians experience, when vying 
with each other in embittering the tortures 
inflided on the captive enemy : partly be- 
caufe a large fliare of the pleafure is derived 
from the triumphant fpirit of revenge ; and 
partly becaufe parallels drawn from the un- 
tamed ferocity of favage life, cannot fairly be 
applied to illuftrate the influence of cuftom 

(/) Lipfius, Sat. b. I. c. J2. 

on 
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on modern periods of refinement. But a 
fadJ:, too nearly correfponding to that which 
has been alleged from the annals of Rome, 
was very recently to be witnefled, I believe 
that it is even yet to be witnefled, in one 
of the cultivated nations of the South of 
Europe. I allude to the Spanifli BuU-feafU. 
Perfons of credit, who have lately vifited 
Spain, unite in defcribing the Spanifli ladies 
as beyond meafure fond of this barbarous 
ipecies of entertainment (g) ; and as 

mod 



(g) See " Townfcnd's Journey through Spala, inthe 
years 1786 and 1787," fecond edition, vol. 1. p. 342, &C 
According to his flatement, the Bull-feafts at Madrid arc 
regularly held one day in every week, and often two days^ 
throughout the fummer. On each of thefc days fix bulk 
arc flaughtered in the morning, and twelve in the evening. 
Of the men who engage the furious animal, fome maintain 
the' combat on foot, fome on horfeback. The fangumary 
nature and the danger of the employment may be eftimat- 
cd from two circumilances, mentioned with another view 
by the author whom I quote. Firft, that feventeen horjejr 
gn an average are killed by the bulls each day ; and -that 
Jlxty horfes have been known to perifh in a day. Second. 
ly, that among the official attendants on the BuU-feafts, la 
a pried appointed to adminifter the facrament to perfons 
mortally wounded in the conflict. He concludes his ac.< 

count 
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moft vehement in their applaufe when thq 
fcene of danger is at the height* I ftate 
thefe fa£ts as affording an impreffive exam- 
ple of the force of cuftom ; and a warning 
of the firmnefs with which the delpotifm 
of fafhion may in many cafes require to be 
•withftood, even when it is afpiring to 
jurifdi£tion merely over amufements. If 
in the prefent age, in a Chriftian country^ 
among a people which lays claim to con- 
fiderable refinement, fafhion has power to 
benumb the fympathetic emotions of hu- 
manity which charadterifc the female heart ; 
to render exhibitions of cruelty and blood- 
fhed, the miferies of tortured animals (A), 
and the dangers of their wretched aflailants, 

not 



count in the following terms : ** The fondnefs of the 
•* ^r^paniards for this diverfibn is fcarcely to be conceived. 
** Men, women, and children, rich and poor, all give 
•* the preference to it beyond all other public fpe&acles." 
Hi^ teftimony might receive confirmation, were it nccef- 
fary, from other authorities. 

[h) In the former part of the fixteenth century. Bear- 
baiting is affirmed to have been " a- favourite diverfion, 
•< •xhibitcd as a *Tuitable amufement for a Princefs.** 

L Henry's 
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not merely tolerable to female eyes, but a 
fpeftacle gratifying beyond every other in the 
way of amufement ; let it not be thought very 
improbable, that in our own country fafhion 
may, on fome occafions, prove herfelf able 
to attach women to amufements, which, 
though neither ftained with blood, nor de- 
rived from the infliclion of pain, may be 
fuch as for other reafons ought to be uni- 
verfally reprobat/ed and exploded. And 
whenever fuch occafions may arife, let every 
woman remember, that modes of amufe- 
ment intrinfically wrong, or in any refpcdl 
unbecoming the female fex, are not tranf- 
formed into innocent recreations by the 
countenance of numbers, nor by the fanc- 
tion, if they fliould obtain the fandion, of 
nobility, or of a court. 

Henry's Hiftory of England, vol. ti. p. 671. An amufc^ 
ment thus countenanced was probably acceptable to Eng — 
lilh ladies in general. It appears, at a later period, to havi 
fiill maintained a place among the recreations of women o 
rank. Among the f ^c^taclcs difplaycd for the diverfion 
Queen Elizabeth, when fhe was entertained at Kenilwortl^^ 
Callle by the liarl of Leiccilcr, bear-baitings and boxing^ — - 
matches arc enumerated by the hiilomu of the fellivity. 

Confcien- 
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- O)nfcientious vigilance to avoid an im-* 
proper choice of amufements, and an un- 
due facrifice of time to them, is a duty 
of great importance, not only becaufe time 
fpent amifs can never be recalled, but alfo 
becaufe, by the nature of the engage- 
mentis in which the hours of leifare and 
relaxation are employed, the manners, the 
difpofitions, and the whole character, are 
materially afFe(3:ed. Let the volume of any 
judicious traveller through a foreign coun- 
try be opened in the part \^here he deline- 
ates the purfuits, the general conduct, the 
prevailing moral or immoral fentiments of 
the people. He will there be^found to 
bellow attention on their cuftomary diver- 
fions, not bnly becaufe the account of them 
adds entertainment to his narrative, and is 
neceflary in order to complete the pifture of 
national manners, but alfo becaufe they form 
one of the fources to which national opi- 
nions, virtues, and vices, may be traced. It 
is true, that the amufements which prevail 
in any country will depend, in a confider- 
able degree, on the tow of fentiment and 

La opinioa 
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opinion prevailing there ; becaufe a con- 
formity to tlic exifting ftate of general fen^ 
timent and opinion is neceflary to render 
public amufements generally acceptable^ 
But. it is alfo true, that the latter exert a 
reciprocal influence on the former; and 
are among the moft adlive of the caufes by 
which it may be altered or upheld. If he 
who affirmed that, were he allowed to comi- 
pofe the ballads of a nation, he would, at 
pleafure, change its form of govemmentj^ 
uttered a boaft not altogether unfounded hi 
the principles of human nature; with jufter 
confidence might he have engaged to pro* 
duce moft important efFeds on the maQners^ 
opinions, and moral character of a nation, 
fhould he be invefted with full power over 
all the public diverfions. The influence of 
amufements on charadler is manifeft in both 
fexes. A young woman, however, muft be 
deemed more liable than an individual of 
the other fex, to have the difpofitions of th« 
heart eflentially affedled by favourite modes 
of entertainment. Her time is not abforbed, 
nor her turn of mind formed and fteadied. 

by 
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by profeflidival habits and occtipations : and 
her fuperior quicknefs of feeling renders 
ber the more aiiye to impreffions conveyed 
through a pleafurable medium, Tacitus, iil 
his defcription of the manners of the ancient 
inhabitantsof Germany , dwells with nierited 
praiib on the fmgular modefty of the wo- 
men ; and afllgns aa a piincipal caufe of 
this vijctuous jexcellcnce, their: not^ being 
corrupted by feducing fpeftacles and di^ 
verfions (i). ..The remark is made with 
Jiisc ufual aciit^nefs of moral refleftiftUt 
And yf^ canngt doubt, that it was fug-r 
gefte4 jjy his nexperience of the jn^Unch.oly 
idjBprav^tiopL of con4u<3;^i^ tj^er- ladies pf 
Romp, refultipg.from thpir : $l;teQdaftce oil 
the Amphitheatre andth^e Cirdusi. /; ; ,. ; 






'^' Siftce th^n, it- 13 evident that the .cha^ 
faster and difp'bfitions cannot fail: torbe iji 
{ovAe meafurc changed by the^ amp foments 
Jiabitually . purfued j- and that 'alterations of 
iiipreme importance haVc taken"^laoe, and 



/ .« » ;/,. ■' ■ . '. .:! i: ;•;; : ' '' 



(i) ** Quod nee fpeftaculorum illecebrjs,^ nee conviyi- 
etom^ MTitatiombqp obrrtxptac/* — Be Morttur Germ ' * 



<■• 
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may therefore again take place^ under tteii: 
influence ; it. feems proper to add a fevi 
diftinft obfervations on the different claffes 
of public diverfions, which are at prefeiit 
frequented in this country by perfons id 
the upper and the middle ranks of iife^-...:i 






The clafs of amufements. which, in, coni 
fequence of having aflluned to itfelf a fort 
of pre-eminence in dignity and fplendor 
over other fcenes of ^entertkinmpnt, claims 
to be noticed in the firft place, confifts' of 
thofe in which the parties engaged ippear 
Imder the difguife of a borrowed cbara^eh 
It includes all thofe meetings which,' hon*^- 
ever diftirigiiifhed each from the other' lA 
the fafhionabte world by diverfities ^f^fdrm 
and other circumftances, may here be com- 
prehended under the general name of maf- 
querades.. Amufements of this fort have 
SkKo a pre-eminence different from that 
which has already been afcribed to them ; 
an inherent pre-eminence, which entitles 
them in a moral point of view to the ear- 
lieft confideration. It is a pre'enxin^ncc 

ia 
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in the power pf doing mifchief. Of all 
the authorifed modes of public en tertain- 
inent now countenanced by perfbns. of* 
credit, of either fcpc, thefe are, in propor-, 
tion to their frequency and exteajt^;bey9nd[ > 
doubt the mod pernicious^. They ^ire cal-- 
culated to fgrpafs the reft in encQuraging: 
evil, and to fall fhorti of them all in/ every* 
thpg'like a counterppife of g60d,:.n Xtcifi 
cbjagerous tendendy^ aVifes frpmiaiJcirctim*'; 
ftattte ^ffential to tliieir . i^ature j ' from the* 
flate of i concealment: iinder.^wHich/Ildie:ia**' 
cJividuaU prefent keepthemfeltesiromithe/ 
knowledge- of each other. . To affirm this* 
general ftate of cooceilment to:.^ fdTeqtiaL 
to the nature, and infeparahle .from, the: 
amufement, of ajmarqueriade, is not itoO' 
ftrong language.: :^A few of the parties^ 
may be difcovered to each other jaritbout 
diminution of entertainment to. the prin- 
cipal number : atid the converfation which* 
may arife between perfons, where' detec- 
tion has taken plact on one fide Only, may 
cSccafi6*ially create ati ac(;effion efvtninhi' 
Btit let all the * pin\4^\ or eveti tfiii prin- ■ 
'' 1-4 cipal 
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cipal fhafe, become mutually Jcnown, and 
thet*e would remain nothing to furprife and 
to intereft. Curiofity might be willing to" 
employ a few minutes in gazing on the 
dreffes, and in fixing in her memory the 
names of the individuals by whom they 
had feverally been afliimed. But the pa- 
geant would almoft inftantly became ior 
fipid ; and the fultans, the chimney-fweep* 
erSy'the harlequins, the fhepherdefles, and 
tht nuaa,: would fpeedily regard each other 
with..xhe indifference with which they, 
would yifiw the motley tinfel of a troop of 
mocrice-dancers, or the kin^s and queenai **" 
of gilded gingerbread at a fain Now, if . 
iavention were to occupy itf^lf in devifing 

fituations,' fituations I mean not incompa-^ 
tible with the forms of public amufement,. 
which fliould be fpecifically adapted to ea^ 
courage and forward the enterprifes of vice,^ 
to undermine the firihnefs of innocence, 
pr, if we rate the mifchief at the lowed de^t 
gree, to wear away the delicacy of a young 
wonian, i^nd fupply its place by petulant 
affuranc^ ; ]v^hat.fc|ieme coul4 be paore oh? 

yiousi 
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vious or more aufpicious than to take away 
the reftraints of opennefs and fliamc j to 
give fcope for unbounded licence of fpeceh 
and adkion, by covering the fpeakcrs aad' 
a^ors with obfcurity j and under thcfe ckr^ 
cumftances to bring together in one pro*- 
mifctK)us aflemblage, the inexperienced and 
the artful, the virtuous and the profligate ? 
, But the profligate, it will^ perhaps, be faid' 
in reply by the advoeSate for thefe divet* 
lions, fhall be excluded from well-regul^-€4 
mafquerades. The dooirs fhall not fly open 
at the approach' of every one who has mo- 
ney to hijre a drefs and purchafe a ticket* -A 
proper introjdiidion jfhall. fere required^ and 
accefs granted only to g^od company. AnS 
thefe precautions, then, obfervc^d in naoft 
mafqueradeis ? It is concieded that th^y are^ 
not. Let u& ilka fecond queftiori ftiH-more 
to the point : Is it polTjble that they can be 
obferved, with effeft, in any ? Bar the door^ 
with the utmoft care ; watch them with 
unceafing attention ; prefcribe check upon 
check, palTport upon paflport ; exadl every 
{ittain?^ble teftimonial, c<ertificate, and re- 
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commendation; eftablifh every barrier of 
form and etiquette ; and vice will laugh at 
your foJicitudCy-and overleap all your obila* 
cles at pleafure. - What is to qualify a per- 
fon for admiffion to your well-regulated- 
mafquerade ? Will you not deem birth and 
fortune, and liberal connexions, poliQied 
manners, and a charader outwahily decent, 
to be fatisfadory qualifications ? Are thefe 
qualifications, which are all that are re*: 
^uured to enroll a perfon among thofel 
whom the world clafTes under the denomi- 
nation of good company ; which are by no. 
means to be found in all perfons whom thci 
worid honours with that title ; which -arq 
recognized as a paflTport into the private fi>: 
ciety of individuals and families of rank 
and refpedtability : are thefe to. be pro*, 
nounced at the door of a public room in-', 
fufficient to make a perfon worthy of being 
allowed to purchafe a ticket, and fhare in 
the evening's amufement ? Could this fyf. 
tem of exclufion be maintained in pradicc I 
Could a fyftem ftill ftri£ter be maintained \ 

If it be not pradicable to uphold a fyftenv. 

even 
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<ven much more ftrift,.. there iaah en^'^ofi 
all your hopes of excluding the vidotts.; 
Binh, and wealth, and liberalconnciaions,; 
and poliihed jnauners;, and [a icharaiier out- 
wardly decent, are every ddy found toiprov© 

difgiiifes, which coaceal profligate coiiduft: 

____ * ■ ' ' 

4nd ^ corrupt heart. The lociety 6f per*- 

forisii to :whopi'ttiis defer iption is applicable; 
isiat aH times 'dangerous :to the inribc^ht,' 
aibd e.lp^lally^ to the ybuiig. It is danger-^ 
ous in domefticintercoilrfe; itis'dartgterotts 
in the fcene of public refort : but the danger 
IS- iftcr^^fedi'ti^trfbld, Wh^eh they are eha- 
Wed- to ^X4enci4b theif'at^ts^ tfnder a-malki 
No loiig^ adtirng in the face of day; bfeforS 
t£e Worid^ before /witfifcffbs; wh6fe counte-^ 
nance and good opihiop they are- aware that 
i^ would t)^^nwife to forffeit ; they are left, 
exempt /rom the curb of difgrace aild fear^ 
lanknowu and irrjefponfiblbi to indulge what^ 
ever fhameful levity the fcene and thehoiir 
may: favour,, to carry oa whatever darfc'ma-^ 

_ * 

chination^ thfelf interetl aiid their paffiobs 
fnay fuggeft. What confidefate parent 
Would e;(pofe his duugJiter to the rifk of 
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bavlng her ears infulted by the mirth and 
jeft$ of the unprincipled ? What confiderate 
parent would teach her, even if no fuitheir 
mifchief could pofQbly eni^e, to feek fot^ 
diverfion in a theatrical afitimption of fic:^ 
ticious language and fentiment, and in 
familiarity of converfation^ and contefls o£ 
fnip-fnap repartee, with flrangers? Whait 
confiderate daughter would wilh a pareiMtt 
to lead her, or to admit of her being led^ 
into fuch meetings ? - . i i 

■ • ■ 

Parents, who on the whole, difappro w of 
thefe ^iverfions, from a conviction o£ their 
pernicious tendency, are fometimes knbwn 
to be -the very perfons who introduce thei^ 
daughter to an acquaintance with them* 
They profefs to introduce her on principle.) 
affirming, that they defign merely to let 
h^r be prefent at a mafquerade, once or 
twice, in order that fhe may know what it 
is. Sppntaneoufly to introduce their daugh^ 
ter into a fituation of danger which there 
was no neceffity that fhe fhould ever expe* 
rieuce, is, in truth, a fingular fpecies of 

wifdomf 
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wifdom. Is this the way tp infpire her - 
with a perfuafion that the amufement ia 
queftion is one from which it becomes her , 
to abftain ?. Or is it rather the very method 
to kindle a fo'ndnefs for thefe revels of 
midnight and concealment ; revels, which 
(he never knew until initiated into them by 
a parent ; reviels, which, but for that initia- 
tion, flie might never have known ; revels, 
into whofe worft excefles flie may hereafter 
plunge in confequence of that initiation, 
when the force of parental authority (hall 
be decayed, and a change of circumftances 
fhall leave her at liberty to gratify her 
defires ? 

A plea which we fhall perhaps hear ad- 
vanced in behalf of thefe entertainments by 
perfons who, though far from inwardly ap- 
proving them, cannot eafily perfuade them- 
felves to decide in favour of confcience 
aj^ainft fafhion, and ftudy to deceive them- 
felvesby fpecious pretences for doing wrong, 
is this : that mafquerades do no very great 

harm, becaufe . they recur \)\M feldom. Ia 

reply 
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reply to fuch a plea, it furely cannot be re^ 
qtiifite to fay much. Indeed, it would not 
be neceflfary to add a fingle word to the 
general obfervations already made, if they 
to whom this plea may be addrefled would 
at once bring it to the teft of reafon, inftead 
of being difpofed to allow it, as may not 
improbably be the cafe, on the authority of 
thofe who urge it. It may be fufficient, 
however, to remark, that, although in mat- 
ters of indifpenfable neceflity we may, be 
obliged to take a large portion of evil with 
the good, and to be content if on the whole 
the latter fliould preponderate ; it is not fo 
with refpedl to any particular fpecies of 
amufement. The amufement, wh'ofe chief 
praife is, that it occurs but feldom, ought 
manifeftly to recur never. 

It is from a thorough convidion that pub- 
lic entertainments of this nature ought, on 
moral confiderations, to be laid afide, that I 
have been led to fpeak thus at length on the 
fubjedt. At prefent, they are nearly confined 
to the precin(5ts of the metropolis, and arc 

not 
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tiot very frequent. But from their efta- 
blifhment in the capital, from the counte- 
laance which they have received from peo- 
jple of rank, from the fplendor and the very 
expenfivenefs with which they are attend- 
ed, • they feem to poffefs the powers of at- 
traction which may be likely to win more 
and more en what are called polite circles ; 
and by degrees on thofe perfons who, 
however unable to contend in politenefe 
with their fuperiors, are willing, though 
at the rifk of final ruin, to vie with them 
in extravagance. 

If a public entertainment be of fuch a' 
nature and tendency that it ought on moral 
confiderations to be laid afide, every perfon 
is bound, in point of moral duty, to dif- 
countenance it. A truth fo plain might, 
without prefumption, look for general afc-^ 
quiefcence. " But what," I hear it replied, 
*' can be done by an individual ? If I attend 
** the fcene of amufement, I am unnoticed ir^ 
" the crowd : if I refrain, my abfence i$ 
" unknown. My example is unperceiyed^ 



" or 
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** or if perceived, is difregarded : it neither 
" ftrengthens, nor could invalidate, what 
*' has the fandiion of general pradice. To 
** think that I can reform the world, would 
** be arrogance and folly/* This language, 
which on mod occafions is adopted by pcr^ 
fons who are in fearch of apologies for con- 
tinuing to indulge themfelves in a rcpre- 
henfible gratification, is fometimes alfo the 
anfwer of diffident fmcerity. The diffident 
and fincere may, perhaps, be led to fufped: 
the juftice of their mode of reafoning, 
when they rcfled, that there is fcarcely an 
enormity prevailing in public or in private 
life, in the conduft of nations or of indivi- 
duals, in the management of bufinefs or in 
the purfuit of pleafure, which is not palliat- 
ed, vindicated, recommended, by the fame 
line of argument. Is our unchriftian traffic 
in flaves the fubjeft of difcuffion ? The ra- 
dical iniquity of the trade is confefled : but 
we are told, that if we fhould renounce it, 
other nations would continue to carry it on : 
why then, it is faid, are we to defift ? Arc 

unwarrantable cuiloms in commercial tranf- 

adions 



*" -"- .'. 
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aaioiia pointed out ? The merchant ^mits^ 
^iu^ tbcfh^ 'is caufe 6f blame j biit alkgesi 
that Ixt ^ndither inftitutdd nor ean zbolifbi 
tlief)radice : and afk^ wUy he is to be motS 
fcnipulbfls^ than -his rieighbouf^. Similai? 
inftances might Jbe mtiltiplied to almoft any 
extent. In all cafes of this nature, the Ian- 

guage 6f the* wojrld isj If you cannot pre- 

* ' ' it. 

vent tht'commrffion of a criminal i&y why 

ari you tO^ieiiVe to others tlie profit or ih€ 
J>Ieafure v^hich will att^iid it ? The language 
of Rdvcialion i^ ;' ** Be not a partaker ih 

** othi* men'sf firis. Keep thyfelf pure (i).^ 
The former IS the rule by Which . mati i^ 
difpofed to judge : the latter is the nfle by 
which God will judgte.* You fay that youf 
cannot reform the world* » Cannot you re- 
form yourfelf ? How is a prevailing bad 
cuftom ^ of any kind to be extitiguifhedi 
Qtherwife than by beiitg abandoned by the 
individuals who have tipheld it ? And by^ 
what meana have ybu b^n exempted from 
the general obligation I It is of no impdrt- 
ance iiv this vitw of the queftion, whether 

(i) I Tim. V. 22. 

M thou-^ 
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tlioufatids will follow your example^ or 
not a fingle individual will be made bettOB^ 
by it. Look to the moral benefit of othen': 
but look firft to th« m^oral benefit of that 
perfon who has the moft at itake iQ your 
adions ; look firft to yourfelf. 

But the a^ertion thact your exsimple it 
inconfiderable^ and will be inefficacious, de« 
f^rves a more particular examination. Has 
example no efTed, either to eftabliih or to 
difcountenance a fpecies of public eoter- 
tainment I Or is it the example df the fe^ 
male fex only that is without influence ^ 
You reply, that the example of women of 
elevated ftation has a moft powerful tSeSti 
that the entertainments of which we are 
fpeaking would have now been hr mote 
popiUar and frequent than they are, if the 
perfon moft eminent in rank of your own 
fex in this kingdom had favoured them 
with her encouragement, inftead of merito- 
rioufly diftinguifhing herfelf by withhold- 
ing her patronage : and that the pattern* 
exhibited by the wives and daughters of 

2 nobility 
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Mobility will €ver have great and extenfive 
eflScacy, as well among others of the fame 
rank, as among their iiiferiots. This ac* 
knowledgement i* fufficient : it contains thd 
princijple of every conceflion whieh ean ht 
defired. You are neither a queen, nor of 
noble birth. Your example will not have 
the comnlbnding force derived from royalty^ 
nor the attradkions whieh accompany the 
peerefs. It will not draw multitudes in 
its train : it may influence few ; but are 
you certain that it will influence none ? Is 

it poffible for you to know beforehand, that 
it will not influence one individual ? And 

if it has a beneficial influence on one indi*-^ 

vidual, is this an efied to be defpifed ? Is 
the very chance of fuch an eflfeft to be dit 
r^arded ? But is it not probable, is it not 
almoil certain, that the force of your exam^ 
pic will be more widely felt ? Put the cafe 
fairly to yourfelf. If a young woman, of 
yqur own 2^ge and ftation, and of your own 
. lieighl)ourhood, had declined the public 
amufement which has given rife to this dif« 
cufllioni and had confefledly declined it for 

M 2 the 
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the reafons which have recently been urge^ 

againft it ; would her example have excit^ 

no doubts in your own breaft ? If it ha4 

found you involved in doubts^ would U 

not have ftrengthened them ? If it had 

found you impelled by falfe Ihame to ad^ 

contrary to your judgement, wx)uld it no| 

}iave fuftained you ? Might not an oppot 

fite example on her part have prevented of 

removed your doubts, or have given falfe 

fliame the viftory over your underftaoding 

and your confcience ? Might it not have on 

6ther8 the fame effeft as on yourfelf ? Have 

you then no fifter, no relation, no friend^ 

no acquaintance, whom your example could 

move ? Are you fo little loved, fo little 

eftecmed, that there is not a lingle perfon 

in your own family, or among your coiH 

ned:ions, not a lingle perfon either in youc 

own fituation in life, or of rank fomewhat 

above or fomewhat below it, on whom 

your fentiments and condudk would operate 

either in the way of recommendation or tihQ 

contrary ? If this fuppofition. be poffibtc^ 

how rauft you have liycd ! . ., j 

.1 Remember 
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Remember then thefc two plain and 
fliomentous rules of condudl, at which we 
have arrived* Firft, that on every occa* 
(ion you are to a£t precifely in that man-^ 
ner, which you believe that ihoral redi- 
-tudc would of itfejf require you to adopt 
independently of any reference to effedts 
which may be produced by your example4 
And fecondly, that whatever may be your 
Nation in life, there is no cafe in which 
your example cannot do harm; nor any 
in which it may not do good. 

Tq feme perfonS'I may, perhaps, appear 
40 have dwelt on the fuppofed inefEcacy of 
individual example, and on the duty of ab*^ 
ftaining from every proceeding which coa* 
icience, previoufly to all confideratipn oS 
the probable e£fe£t of that example,^ pro-# 
jounces to be in itfelf morally wrong, witt^ 
,^n extraordinary degree of particularity and 
iblicitude. I have, in truth, been anxious 
to explain myfelf on thefe topici|p!th per- 
fpicuity. For I have been fully confcious, 
(that in pointing out their bearings on the 

M 3 JConduiS 
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conduft of an individual with refpefl: to 
one fpecies of public amufement, I have; 
in fadk, been afcertaining two moral rules^ 
which may be applied almoft daily and 
hourly, and to many of the moft important 
occurrences and tranfa6):ion8 in life. If the(e 
rules have been fatisfadlorily eftablifhed, it 
would be not only fuperfluobs, but tedious^ 
to revive the argument in detail hereafter* 
I would therefore requeft the reader to bear 
them carefully in mind ; to confider themi 
as meant to be applied to every branch of 
moral behaviour which may be difcuffed in 
the fubfequent pages ; and to turn her 
thoughts to them, and to the reafoning oil 
which they are founded, whenever in the 
future intercourfe of life he fhall hear the 
common but very miftakeii opinions, from 
the efFcd of which they are defigned to- 
guard her, brought forward to influehc^ 
her conduft. 



^fi 
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CHAP. i;x. 

• ' THE SUBJECT OF AMUSEMENtS 

CONTINUED. 

Tbitatricai Entertnintnents — Mufical Enter^ 
tainmentS'^unday Cimcerts — Dancing — 
Gaming and Cards — On Excefs in the 
Purfuit of AmufemcniL 

Theatrical Amufements arie thofc 
which offer themrelves to ojur attention Ux 
the next place. 

The ftage is an inftrumeot too powerfu] 

■» 

not to produce vifible and extenfive efFe(3ts 
wherever it is permanently employed. To 
die fentiments difplayed in the tragic or the 
cbmic fcene, to the examples of conduft 
afibtded by popular charadprs under \s\* 
tcrcfting circumftances, and t6d^e general 
tone of manners and morals which pervades 
dramatic reprdfentations, the opiniom^ the 

M 4 , diipoot 
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difpofitions, and the adions of the frc-: 

quenters of the theatre will acquire fpm^ 

degree of fimilitude. What is heard with 

admiration and pleafdre, will be remexn^ 

bered ; what is feen . under thpfe iippref^ 

lions, will be imitated. The impreflioi| 

of the fentiment will be, in fome meafure, 

modified by the leading qualities x^^ndin^lir- 

nations of the miad of the hearer : and 

the fidelity with which the pxamplg ^ill 

be copied, will depend on a variety pf 

circumftances favouring or difcouraging 

clofer^efs of imitation. The growth of 

the plant will vary, as it is fixed in aufpi- 

cious or in ungenial foil : the quantity .of 

its fruit will be affedted by the fmiles and 

frowns of the fky. But there is feldom a 

foil fo ungenial as entirely to.obftruft it^ 

vegetation; feldom a fky. ^fo frowning ^ 

for ever to. diyeft it of fertility, f rpia 

^ntient times to the prefent hour the ia- 

fluence pf the Stage has been difcernec^. 

Has it been the object to inculcate pc ta 

explode particular opinions ; to qleyate Q|; 

to degradq the charaders of individuals; 

to 



(p llreDgthen ot to fliake es;iiliag forms of 
jgovernment ? From- the. d^ys of Gneciaii 
^nd Roman arvfiqiilty, dovjrn to the French 
revolution, the Stage has been an engine 
eagerly employ^d^hy thofc who h^ve had 
it under their cQi^trpL Is its influence 
W9perceiy«d Qt difregarded in our ©wn 
country?: The legal reftraints to which 
the thjeatre is fubjeded^ and the ftamp of 
pfficial appirpbadon which every new play 
mull receive before it can be exhibited^ 
anfwer the queftion. The low eft orders of 
the people, mutable, uainfbtmcd, and paf- 
£ionately,ad4i(3:ed tp<^e<^acles of amuie^ 
xpaent, may probably be aSed upon, througH 
jhe .medium of theatrical reprefenfetionSt 
with greater facility and fuccefs than other 
claflSes of .the com munity . But, to fpcak of 
individual, among the upper and middle 
iranks pf life, young women are the perfons 
likely to imbibe the ftrongeft tinge from the 

fentiments and tranfaftiqns fet before them 

» .... 

in the drama, Opennefsi of heart, warmth 
of feeling, a lively perception of the lu- 
dicrous,, a ftrong fenfe of the charms of 

novelty, 



y 



ttoveltjj readinefs to adoipt opinions t^com*' 
Blended by fafhion^ pronenefs to give large 
icope to the influence of alToclation and of 
fympathy, thefe are circumftances which 
chara^erife youth, more eQ>e€iaUy youth 
in the female fex. - And they are circtf nb* 
ftances which render thofe* whom they 
ehara€terife liable, in a peculiar degree, to 
be praftically impreflfed by the language 
and examples brought forward on ^e 
Stage. 

The Englifli Stage has, for a confiderabic 
time, laboured under the heavy imputation 
of being open to fcencs and language of 
grofs indelicacy, which foreign theatres, 
would have profcribcd. This obfervation is 
applicable even to our tragedies. Of Englim 
comedy, an eminent writer (/) of our own 

countrjp 



(/) Dr. Blair, In his Leftures on Rhetoric and ^ Belles 
JLtCttres, 410. vol. iu p. 547 ; where he quotes fevcral in* 
ftances in confinnation of his remark* Mr. Diderot pro* 
Bounces £n^li(h comedy to be " without morals," . VoU 
tairCf wh0| undoubtedlyy was no rigid moralifti fpcaks of 



ON AMUSEMENTS IN GBNBRAXt I7I 

country obferves, that, although we ourfelvet 
overlook its immorality, " all foreigners, 
♦* the French efpecially, who are accuftomed 
^* to a better regulated and more decen( 
♦* Stage, fpeak of it with furprife and alio- 
" nifhment/* Of the moral changes which 
the Stage may have experienced in France 



it in the (Irongell terms of reprobation. M. Moralty in hit 
Letters upon the French and £n^(li Nations, afcnbes the 
corruption pf manners in London to comedy > as its chief 
caufe. " Their comedy," he fays, " is like that of no other 
•' country. It is the fchool in which the youth of both 
'^ fexes familiarife themfelves with vice, which is never 
** reprefented there as vice, but as mere gaiety.'* 

Pr. Blair's opinion of the principal of the Engh'fii comic 
writers, froni the reign of Charles IL to that of George IL 
k contained ia the following ftntence : *' It is extremely 
*t unfortunate that, together with the freedoni and boldneft 
** pf the comic fpirit in Britain, there fhould have beep 
** joined iach a fpirit of indecency and licentioufnefs, a« 
^ has difgraced Englifh comedy beyond that of any nation 
•« fince the days of Ariftophancs.*' LeAures, vol iL 
p. 54J^ He adds, p. 547 ^ 548, that " of late years a fen- 
•< fible reformation, derived in a coniiderable degree from 
*• the French theatre, has begun to take place." T he 
^provement is unqueftionable ; but th*e delicacy and the 
inorality of mod* of our modem comedies are only coia- 
parative^ 

fincc 
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iince the commencement of the political 
convulfions which for fome years paft have 
agitated, and ftill continue to agitate, that 
country, I am not qualified to fpeak- But, 
antecedently to thofe events, it fp^ms to 
have been the concurrent opinion of com- 
petent judges, that, although corruption of 
manners and of private conduft had arifen 
at Paris to an excefs by no means to be pa- 
ralleled at London, the drama of the former 
capital was far fuperior in purity to that of 
the latter. Let not this fadt be deemed 
contradiftory to the opinion recently given 
of the powerful effe(St, which theatrical re-»* 
prefentations are adapted to produce on the 
moral chara(3:er and behaviour of thofe who 
frequent them. In France, public diiTolute-* 
nefs was pufhed on by caufes from which| 
of late, England has been, by the bleffing 
of Providence, exempted ; caufes whichy 
though capable of deriving ftrength fronci 
a depraved Stage, would not have been cf»» 
feitually withftood by the leflbns of theatres^ 
more pure than thofe of Paris. Is it ne- 
ceflary to particularife them ? The difbelief,* 

general 



<■» > 
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general among the higher orders, of a 
religion, deprefled, on the one hand, by a 
k>ad of fuperftition, and affailed, on the 
other, by writers of eminent talents and 
reputation ; and the example of a Court, 
commonly fignalized by unl?lufliing proflir» 
gacy, and fpreading the contagion of vicc^ 
tiiroughout the empire. Weicnow that^ 
Ida one at leaft of thefe particular^, England 
was unhappy enough, during a part of the 
laft century, to furnifli a picture refembling 
that of France : and we know what was 
at that period the ftate of 6ur drama. The 
torrent of immorality and profanenefs, 
which in the days of Charles the Second, 
and for a . confiderahle time afterwards, 
4elnged the theatre, has fubfided; or is no 
longer permitted to roll its polluted and 
infemous tide acrofs the Stage.: The glar-^ 
mg colours of vice, which gave no difguft 
to our anceftors, would flicicfc, if not the 
wtue^. yet the refinement, of a modern 
audience. Let the friends of religion, of 
^ir country, of private worth and of 
public hapjnnefs, be th^kful for the 

change 
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change which has taken place But hat 
the change been complete ? Is the Britifh 
Stage now irreproachable ? Does it exhibit 
no fcenes which give pain to modeft eyes, 
no language grating to modefl ears ? Does 
it exhibit nothing which a Chriftian need 
be afhamed of writing, of adling, of wit- 
nefling ^ Or if it be ftill culpable ; is it 
but rarely, and tranfiently ? Let thofc who 
aure the bed acquainted with the theatre 
anfwer thefe queftions to their own con- 
fciences. And whenever any woman is 
deliberating whether £he fhall or fhall not 
attend the reprefentation of a particular 
drama, let her afk herfelf this further 
queftion among others to be fuggefted; 
Whether fhe is not bound in confcience, 
if fhe lays claim to the confiftency of a 
Chriftian, at once to decide in the nega- 
tive, unlefs fhe has fufficient reafon to 
believe that the former enquiry, viewed as 
relating to that drama, can, with truth, be 
anfwered to her fatisfaftion? Had thefe 
pages been addrefTed to perfons of the 
other fex, the fame principles of deciOon 

would 
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would have been ftatod as ao lefai clearly 

incumbent an men. 

■ - • 

. The Stage is defigned to furnifh a faith- 
ful pidure of life and manners. Be it 
admitted for a moment that the picture is 
exhibited, and ought to be exhibited^ 
merely fpr the purpofc of amufement^ 
•'Yet, pnlefs we are to maintain either the 
abfurd propofition, that amufements have 
no influence on charader, or the wicked 
propoHtion, that amufements may lawfully 
be of a corrupting nature ; the pidure 
ought, al leaft, to be fuch as fhall not be 
injurious to the difpofitions of the heart. 
But when amufement, though it may be 
the fole obje£t of the carelefs fpeftator of 
the drama, is manifeftly not the point in 
which the whole cffeQ: of the reprefcnta- 
tion terminates j when the fentiments de- 
livered, and the line of condud exempli-* 
fied, by the favourite aftor, in a favourite 
charafter, are found by experience to im* 
prefs kindred opinions, and a tendency to 
a fimilar train of proceeding on the- audi* 

cnce J 



cnce ; the Stage ought to afTume a highet 
office, and to recommend itfelf as tht 
nurfe of virtue {m). If it be falfe to its 

tfuft, 



t 



(«} The efka. produced by SchtUer's Tragedy. of :iInb 

Robbers on the fcholars ^ the fchool of Fribourgi wkere 
it was reprefeDted foon afcer its fird appearance^'is well 
known. ** They were fo ^-o'ck' and captivated wRK the 
" grandeur of .the chara^er of its hero, Moor^- that they' 
** agreed to form a band like his in the forefts of Bohemia j 
^ had clewed a young nobleman for their chief; and had 
** pitched on a beautiful young lady for his Amelia y wkap 
'* they wtre to carry off from her parents' houfe to ae- 
•* company their flight. To the accomplifhment of thii 
•* defign they had bound themfclves by the molt folenm 
*^ and tremendous oaths. But the confpiiacy was difco^ 
** vered by an accident, and its execution prevented/' See 
an Account of the German Theatre by Henry Mackenzie 
£iq. in the fecond volume of the Tranfadions of the Roy^ 
Society of Edinburgh. 

The author of this tragedy has fince acknowledged 
with great candour, and reprobated in the ftrongefl termiy* 
the pernicious tendency of his own ptoduftion. Ibid; " 

In the fame paper it is hid that, ** foon after the publi* 

_** cation of Gocthe*s Sorrows of Werter, it became i 

** badge of fafliion among the young men of Germany Ui 

•* wear as a uniform the drefs, which Werter is defcrihed 

<* as having on in one of his interviews vriih Charlotte.*? 

** The robberies committed daily in the ftreets, during 
" the reprefentation of the Beggar's Opera, were beyond 

it the 
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truft, it forfeits every title to public pa- 
tronage, and ought to be exploded as a 
nuifance moft dangerous to the commu- 
nity. Is the • Stage then, it will be. faid, 
to intruide itfelf into the funftions of the 

pulpit? Are no perfonages to be intro- 
duced but women of demure fobriety of 
demeanor, and men of unimpeachable 
integrity ? Are the attractions. of mirth and 
wit to be difclaimed,? Are folly, and affedi- 
ation no longer to be encountered with 
Tidicule ? Are villainy and fraud| no longer 
to be chaftifed with the laih of fatire ? If 

I - ■ . , ^- • 

^ the example of former times- And fevefal thieves and ^ 
^ rol)bcfs afterwards eonfelfed in Newgate^ that they raifed 
<•■ their courage in the playhoufe by the fongs of their- liero 
** Mapheath, before they fallied forth on their defperate 
** ftfcrfturnal exploits." — V* So ncrtofious were the evil con- 
** rfequences of its iiieqilent reprefentiation become, that in 
•< the year 1773 the Middlefex Juftices united with $ir 

« • • • 

** John Fielding in requefting . Mr. Garrick to defilt from 
** performing it ; as they were of opinion that it was never 
*• rcjyrcfentcd on the. ftage without Crieating an additional 
V. number of real. thieves." See the. Life of Gay in the 
Biographia Britannica. 

The influence of fome other dramas, if lefs confpiciious 
in partlciilar indancts, -has perhaps been on the whole not 
lefs prigudicial. .4 

N the 
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the Stage is to be curtailed of it3 mod 
copious fources of amufement, how is it 
to intereft, how is it to attract fpediators ?' 
if the mixture of virtue and vice, and the 
Unbounded diverfities of charadter, which 
prevail in the world, are not to be exhibit- 
^, how is a pidlure of real life and mair- 
iiers to be difplayed ? The reftridtions 
which, if enforced, would render the 
fpeftacles of the Stage irreproachable, are 
fuch as would' neither lead it from its 
natural proviiite, nor cripple its powers 
df entertainment. To conftitute a morai 
Stage, it is not requifite that Ledures on 
Divinity and Ethics ihould be read there} 
nor that the attradlions of mirth and wit 
fliould be profcribed ; nor that wprthlefa 
charaders fhould be excluded from the 
drama. But it is neceflary that the general 
efre<3: of the piece fhould be unequivocally 
virtuous. It is neceflary that neither falfc 
principles nor erroneous conclufions in 
morality fhould be fo brought forward, ad 
to be likely to deceive the underflandingSy 
ind influence the future conduft, of the 

auditors 
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auditor^. It is neceflary that Honour^ the 

offspring of Pride-, fhould not be enthroned 

ifl the place of Virtiie,"the' daughter of Re- 

ligiorn* It is neceflary that miirth and wit 

iiiottld neither diredly nor indiredly, 

opeftly or covertly, be polluted i?<rith the 

.finaileft tintSture of indelicacy. It is necef- 

iary -that vice be not clothed in amiable 

coloura; in colours which may difguife its 

deformity from the fpediator, or tempt hirti 

to pardon, perhaps to imitate it, for the 

iake of the engaging qualities with which 

it is furroundedv He knows little of hu^ 

man tiatute, who thinks that the youthful 

mind will be fecUred from the infeding 
influence of a vicious charaGer, adorned 
with Ipoliihed manners, wit, fortitude, and 
generofity^ by a frigid moral, delivered at 
the conclufibn, or to be deducted from the 
tv^ts of the drama. Neither ought vice 
ever to be exhibited under circumftances of 
open groflnefs, or, what is ftill worfe^ of 
groflhefs veiled under a mafk of decorum. 
What would ncrt be endured by riiodeft 

N 2 eyes 



eyes aijd modeft* ears in a private company, 
^ught ♦not to ber endured upon a Stage, 
.Language; which could^not be Jieard, inei-- 
dents which could, not be witneffed,* at 
home without a blufh, ought not .to be 
heard or witnefled ^bypadi-. It is not the 
, place, but the circumft^nce, which corrupts. 
Aiiiong the' ufual caufes by whichi female 
modefty is- worn away^ • F know • net :bne 
Hiprp eflScaqiqu^, .than the. indelicate fcenes 
:and language itd which /women' are fa- 
tniliarijed a^ this theatre. Nor among the 
caufes hy-t which fimplicity o£ mariners is 
corrupted/ the jhabjit iof viewing with com- 
placence perfons of) infamous charafter is 
acquired, a variety -of fialfe principles in 
morality is upheld^^i ,a.nd pride, in parti- 
cular, under difFer^ntf forms atid modifica- 
tions, is encouraged,' can. the^e. b^r'named 
any one^ apparpfltly rmovt pow^ful than 
' the Stage. 



r 



r 

"f T 



It ,is evident that, wjien an individual 

willies ^onffientioufly; tpj,determine, wwhc- 

ther 
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ther fhe-^^n properly give to the theatre 
and its frequenters the continuance of her 
prefcnce and example, flie ought to extend 
her views beyond the morality or immo- 
rality of particular dramas. She is to take 
into the account the general efFed pro- - 
duced, or likely to be produced, by thcN 
Stage ; and to fatisfy herfelf whether the • 
inftitution is, on the whole, beneficial, or " 
at • leaft harmlefs, to the community. In - 
this enquiry flie is not to overlook the' 
' prevailing conduct of the adors and ac- 
trefles, as far as it may fairly be afcribed . 
to their profeflion. While the prefent' 
ftate of things continues, it cannot be 
wonderful that perfons, who are ferioufly . 
concerned for the moft important interefts 
of human beings, and defirous to afl: in 
uniform confiftency with Chriftian prin- 
ciples, fliould be little difpofed to coun- 
tenance an inftitution, which fo often dif- 
j^ays incitements to vice, inculcates per-, 
nicious fentiments and maxims ofHondudl:, 
and appears to produce very lamentable 

' N 3 cfieds 



l82 ON.AMUSEMENTS IN GE]^£J^AL. 

efFec^s on a large proportion, of thofe who 
profeffionally belong to it (»)• 

For 



' («) The fuperintcndencc o^ the dratna, cxerciiied by 
legal authority to prevent the Stage from behig rendered 
an mftrument of political machinations, and of perfonal 
calaniny and. refeiitment, is extremely ufeful. Other .be- 
nefits* of the higheib value would attend its exertionsy were 
'they dire^ed with an increafe of energy to purify the 
Stage from incidents, expreflions, and allufions, ofFenfive 
to modefty, and injurious to the principles of moral refti- 
tttde. Whoever poffeflcs a power of accoraplifhing a 
change of fuch njoment to the interefts of morality and 
Virtue, cannot but be refponfible for the ufe and for the 
negleil of it. The influence of the Managers of our 
Theatres, aided by the authority of the Lord Chamberlain, 
would probably be adequate to accomplifh the purification 
of the Stage in this particular. But if not, there is a 
quarter from which it might be effedled at once. To 
thofe who ad: under a Royal licence, a fingle l>int from 
Royal Authority would be fufficient. The refpedl due. to 
wiihes intimated from that authority would, of itfelf, in- 
fure the rejcdlion of every future compofition contami- 
nated with indecency ; and the omiflion of every fcerie, 
paflage, and expreffion, liable to a iimilar obje6lion in any 
of the' performances, whether of antient or of modern 
date, already in poffeflion of the Stage. Nor could the 
interpofitio^to which I have ventured to allude, fail of 
proving in its confequences an a£l of extreme kindncfs to 
the perfonncrs at the public theatres. That diffolutcnefs 
•• of 
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. For fome years pad the cuftom of ading 
plays in private theatres, fitted up by indi- 
viduals of fortune, has occafionally pre- 
vdled. It is a cuftom liable to this objec- 
tion among others ; that it is almofi: cer- 
tain to prove, in its effeds, injurious to the 
female performers. Let it be admitted, 
that theatres of this defcription no longer 
prefent the flagrant impropriety of ladies 
bearing a part in the drama in conjunction 
with profefled players. Let it be admitted, 
that the drama felefted will be in its lan- 
guage and condudk always irreprehenfible. 
Let it even be admitted, that eminent 
theatrical talents will not hereafter gain 
fidmiflion upon fuch a Stage for men of 
ambiguous, or worfe than ambiguous, 
character. Take the benefit of all thefe 
favourable circumftances : yet, what is 
even then the tendency of fuch amufc- 

of manners and condudl, which, whatever meritorious ex- 
ceptions may exifti is admitted to be prevalent among 
them» cannot but be afcribed, in party to the profane and 
profligate language put into their mouths by the authors 
whofe works they exliibit. 

N 4 ments? 
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ments ? To encourage vanity ; to excite a 
thirft of applaufe and admiration on ac* 
count of attainments which, if they are 
to be thus exhibited, it would commonly 
have been far better for the individual not 
to poflefs; to deftroy diffidence by the 
unreftrained familiarity with perfons of'the 
other fex, which inevitably refults from 
being joined with them in the drama ; to 
create a general fondnefs for the perufal of 
plays, of which fo many are improper to 
be read ; and for attending dramatic repre- 
fentations, of which fo many are unfit to 
be witnefled, 

* 

Another clafs of public amufements 

comprifes thofe in which mufic conftitutes 

the principal fhare, or the whole, of the 

entertainment. To the firft of thefe de- 

fcriptions Operas belong. As they may, 
in fome meafure, alfo be regarded in the 
light of dramatic performances, mpft of 
^the remarks already offered on the fubjedl 
of the Stage may be extended to them. 
The dances which accompany them, or 

th« 
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the drefles of the performers, are not un- 
frequently fuch as ought not to be tolerated 
by modeft fpeftators. The entertainments 
which confift wholly of mufic are com^ 
monly fo free in their own nature from 
objedlionable circtimftances, as not to re- 
quire particular obfervation. It muft, 
however, be added, that the fongs intro- 
duced are fometimes w^orfe than foolifti : 
and that private concerts in high life arc 
ilow conducted on fo large a fcale, as fre- 
quently to fubject ladies who perform in 
them to fome of the dangers, which have 
recently been mentioned as awaiting the 
female performer in private theatres. 

When it was faid, that private mufical 
entertainments were commonly free from 
circumftances intrinfically objedionable ; 
the benefit of the conceflion muft not be 
extended to one, which fafliion has recently- 
imported from the Continent and eftablifhed 
in the Capital, namely, meetings for the 
purpofe of hearing mufic on Sunday even- 
ings. Such meetings have been encouraged, 

and 
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and frequented, not only by thofe ladici 
who are always ready to take wing to every 
fcene pf refort and entertainment, but by 
fome who may be fuppofed ao ftrangers to 
fentiments of piety, and are profefledly fo- 
licitous for the external obfervances of rcr 
ligion. I fpeak not of concerts, which, 
under the fpecious name of facred mufic, 
a name countenanced by a fcanty admix- 
ture of religious performances interfperfed 
folely for the purpofes of decorum and 
delufion, are in no material refped:, ex- 
cept in hypocrify, different from thofe 
which are ufual on the common days of 
the week. The tendency of fuch con- 
certs, and the motives of thofe who infti- 
tute them, are too plain to need illuftra- 
tion. The meetings to which alone I 
mean to refer, are thofe which are w4iat 
they profefs to be, meetings intended for 
the exclufive performance of fuch mufic as 
18 in itfelf adapted to the day. Their ef- 
fects however are, in various ways, likely 
to be fuch as will be very far from extend- 
ing the infiuence of Religion ; and fuch, 

therefore, 
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therefore, as ought not to be aided by the 
countenance of its friends. , The glow of 
devotion which is kindled in the breaft by 
proper mufic, in a proper place, is moft 
favourable to holinefs. And far be it fron^ 
jne to intimate, that facred mufic is to be 
confined to the walls of a church. Let it 
hallow private houfes ; and not on Sun- 
days only, but on all days. On the even* 
ing of the Sabbath in particular; let its 
efficacy be called in to revive the attention 
and excite the ardour of piety. But let 
the performers and the auditors be the 
members of the family. Or, if admittance 
be granted to any other perfon, let it be 
only to the intimate friend who comes 
without parade, and comes for the purpofe 
of uniting in an adt of religion. If you 
fling open your doors to numbers ; if you 
prepare yourfelf and your houfe as for the 
cuftomary reception of company ; if your 
fervants are occupied in the fame hurry of 
attendance as at a ball or aflembly ; if the 
ftreet rings with the tumult, and is ob- 
ftrufted wath the chariots of your vifitors j 

can 
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can you think that religion will, on the 
whole, be promoted by the employment of 
the evening? Your intentions, be it ac- 
knowledged, have been pure. The mufic 
has been well fcleded. It has been per- 
formed throughout by perfons not hired 
from the theatre, nor hired at all. You have 
' felt, during the performance, the warmth of 
religious gratitude, and breathed^ the fin- 
cerity of prayer. Confider, then, 'what 
may be ftated, even while you take the 
advantage of thefe moft favourable ' cir- 
cumftances, on the adverfe fide of the 
queftion. You have diftradled your 
thoughts, and wafted your time before- 
hand by the buftle of preparation. You 
have deprived your domeftics of the beft 
opportunity which the week affords them 
for religious thought. You have loft the 
advantage of the calm and uninterrupted 
devotion, which you might have pra(3;ifed 
during r!ie time occupied by the concert, 
cither in private or in conjundion with 
your family. You have difturbed the' 
(^uiet of a neighbourhood, employed per- 
haps 
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k^ps... better than yqurfelf. You have ex- 
hibited to the undifcerning multitude the 
appearance of being engaged on the Sab- 
bath) as- at of her times, in the purfuit^of 
apaqfement. , You have initiated or coi>- 
.fymed-thi^m in. want of reverence for a 
cUy ^hich, .had it, not been for the efFed 
of ,y.opr example, they might have con- 
tinuea,: or might have learned, to keep 
holy.: • \ . ' 



II ' 



It naay be proper to obferve in this place, 
that the practice of opening your houfe on 
Sunday evenings to the influ:: of aH your 
acquaintance who may choofe to frequent 
it as a fcene of refort' and converfation, a 
practice ' by. no means unexampled in the 
polite world, is productive of all the mif- 
chiefs which arife from the Sunday con- 
cert J and is devoid of 'the oftenfible excufe 
Jby which, in the other cafe, they are pal- 
liated. 

r Another clafs of public diverfioiis com- 
. prebends thofe meetings in which the prg- 

fcflcd 
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fefled amufement is dancing : an amufe- 
ment in itfelf both innocent and falubrious, 
and therefore by no means improper, under 
fuitable regulations, to conftitute the occa-^ 
fional entertainment of youth. In the ball- 
room, however, a young woman has more 
temptations to encounter than flie has ex- 
perienced at the public or at the private 
concert* At the former of thefe fcenes of 
mufical feftivity, fhe may have felt the dif-* 
ficulty of reprefling fenfations of vanity as 
to perfonal appearance : at the latter, fhe 
may have alfo been affailed by emotions al* 
lied to envy in confequence of the fuperior 
performance of another. But the obje^ 
which, during the feafon of youth, moft 
e^fily excited vanity and envy in the female! 
breaft^ are thofe which are prefented in the 
ball-room. This is deemed the ftage fot 
difplaying the attradions, by the pofleffion 
of which a young woman is apt to be moft 
elated: and they are here difplayed- under 
circumftances moft calculated to call fbrth 
the triumph and the animofities of perfonal 
competition. This triumph, and thefe ahi-^ 

6 mofitieij 
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'ttiofities, betray themfelvcs occa:fionally td 
tlie leaft dilc6tning eye. But were the re- 
lifeffes of the heart laid open, how often 
"Would the fight of a ftranger, of an ac- 
quaintance, even of a friend, fuperior for 
tTie evening in the attractions of drefs, or 
ttijoytng the fuppofed advantage of poflcfr- 
ing a wealthier, a more lively, a more grace- 
ful, or i more fafhionable partner, be found 
lb excite feelings of difguft, and of aveirfioa 
not always flopping Ihort of malevolence ! 
How often would the paffions be feen in- 
flamed, and every nerve agitated, by a thirft 
for precedence j and invention be obferved, 
labouring tb rftortify a rival by the affefta- 
tioh of indifference or of contempt ! But 
ff a young woman cannot partake of the 
amufements of a ball-room, except at the 
expence of benevolence, of friendfliip, of 
diflSder^ce, of fmcerity, of good humour, at 
the expence of fome Chriftian difpofition, 
fomc Chriftian virtue, fhe has no bufinefs 
there. The recreation, to others innocent, 
is, to her, a fin. 



Aa 
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An evil of great moment, which is too 
frequently known to occur at the places o[ 
amufement now under notice, is the intro- 
dudlion of women to undcfirable and im- 
proper acquaintance among the other fex ; 
ujidefirable and improper, as 1 would now 
be underftood to mean, in a moral point of 
view. Men of this defcription comnionly 
abound at all fcenes of public refort and en- 
tertainment; and are not feldom dlftin*- 
guifhed by fortune and birth, gay and con- 
ciliating manners, and every qualification 
which is needful to procure a favpurabk 
reception in polite company. Hence, when 

they propofe themfelves as partners in ai:^ 

. . '- 

aflembly-room, a lady does not always find 
it eafy, according to the rules of decoruOTj 
to decline the offer ; and is fometimes en- 
ticed by their external appearance, and 
by having feen other ladies ambitious of 
dancing with them, into a reprehenfible 
inclination not to decline it. The good 
principles or the worldly prudence of the 
relations or the friends who accompany 
her, will, in many cafes, guard her from 

9 falling, 
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falling, though but for a fingle evenings 
intd fuch hands. But the folicitude of re- 
lations and friends is fometimes directed 
exclufively to another ^objed. They fpare 
no pains to preferve her from dancing with 
a perfon in rank or connedlions inferior to 
herfclf ; and having gained that point, are 
contented. If their confcienee be apt to 
jQumber, it behoves her own to be the 
xnore wakeful. If the alternative be, whe- 
ther {he will incur the rifk, nay^ the cer- 
tainty, of fitting ftill during every dance 
or give her hand to i partner whofe offer, 
as fhe knows, or ftrongly apprehends, 
ought on principles of moral rectitude not 
to be accepted ; the. proper decifion cannot 

long appear doubtful to modefty and con- 
fideration. The prefent cuftom of chang- 
ing partners at ftated intervals is evidently 
attended with this bad confequence, that 
it increafes the difficulty of avoiding an 
objedionable affociate. Yet it has alfo the 
advantage of relieving a young woman the 
fooner from fuch an affoftiate, to * whom 
fhc may unwarily have engaged herfelf. 

o Womeix 
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Women in various occurrences of life 
are betrayed, by a dread of appearing 
ungenteelly bafhful, and by a defire of 
rendering themfel ves agreeable, into an in-^ 
difcreet freedom of manners and conver- 
fation with men of whom they perhaps 
know but little ; and ftili more frequently 
into a greater degree of freedom with thofe 
of whom they have more knowledge, than 
6an fitly be indulged except towards pciv 
fons with whom they are conne£ted by 
particular ties. The temptation is in no 
place more powerful than in a ball-room* 
Let not indifcriminate familiarity be ihewa . 
towards all partners ; nor injudicious fit* 
miliarity towards any. To rejeft every 
boiflerous and unbecoming mode of dan-' 
cing, and to obferve in every point the 
ftriiSteft modefty in attire, are caytions op 
which, in addreffing women of delicagy, 
it is Ai'rely needlefs to infift. 

In particularifing, the different clafles of 
female amufements now prevailing, it is with 
deep regret that I perceive the neceffity of 
adding the gaming-table to the number. 

The . 
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The occupations of that fcene of anxiety, 
of pafHon, and of guilt, were once in the 
altnofl: exclufive poffeflion of men. It was 
butfeldom that an individual of the other fex 
copied the infamous example. And when 
£hje copied it, the imitation was attempted 
on an humble fcale ; and was carried on 
with a certain attention to pirivacy and de- 
corum, which evinced a min^ not altogether 
hardened by the practice of criminality, nor 
prepared to infult the laws of the country 
with public, manifeftations of contempt, 
j^ut in higl^.Ufe there are now to be found 
thofe who have difcarded the reftraints of 
iimidity and of (hame. Relymg on the in- 
fll^ence of rank and fafhion, they fpread 

• ' * • 

ihSk nets without difguife; and exult in fee- 
ing the deftrudive circle thronged with mar- 
ried women and unmarried, old and young, 
jrenturing to the very borders of ruin, alike 
Fegardlefs of confequences immediate of 
remote {n). In this promifcuous aflem- 

blage 

. •.r . 

; ^n\ The very meritorious an4 ii|tell{gent author o£ 
v.. A Treatifc on, ^e Police of tjie {4c|(<^polis'' afiSrms 
in ki^ introduftory adikeft to th^ rq^dcff '(2d edit, p* xu) 

02 that 
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blage of the plunderers and the plun- 
dered, fhe who has been hackneyed in the 

waysa- 

that at this time (1796) there are in Weftniinftcr at Icift 
foFty houfes open for the exprefs purpofe of play, where 
Faro Banks arc kept, or where Hazard, Rouge a noir, 
and other illegal games are introduced. Of thefe gaming 
tables he proceeds to flate that ^^Jive are kept In the' btmfet 
** of ladies . of faJhioU^ who are faid to receive fifty fornds 
" each routf befides one- eighth of the profit s.^^ Recurriog 
to' the fame fubjt?6l in another part of his work he matei 
the following . rennarks, among many others 'which wcjl 
deferve the atteptton of every perfon who upholds or it 
tempted to vifit a gaming table. 

" By the 12th of George the fecond, the games of Faro* 
** Ha%ardy ^c\ are declared to be lotteries ^ fubjeSing tie 
perfons ivho keep them to a penalty of tivd hundred pouadt^ 
qnd thofe who play to fifty pounds. One witnefs . onlr 
** is neceflary to prove the offence before any juftice of 
** the peace, who forfeits ten pounds if he neglects ta do'hh 
". duty. And by the 8 th of George the firft, the keeper tf 
*' a Faro table may he profecuted for . a lottery y where the 
** penalty is five hundred pounds J* ^ 

t 

^* Such has been the anxiety of the legrflature to fupprefa 

" Faro tables and other games of chance, that the fcvcrcft 

^< penalties have been inflid;ed, founded on the pernidoilt 

•* confequenccs of fuch pradices ; and yet, to the difgrace 

" of the Police of the Metropolis, houfes are opened under 

•• the fandlion of high -founding names, where an indif* 

*• criminate mixture of all ranks is to be found, from the 

<* finifhed Jharper^ to the raw inexperienced youth g and 

«* where all thofe evils exill in full foroej which it was the 

•* objcft of the legiflature to remove.**- 

u xiic 
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ways of polite life learns to join with her 
other acquifitions the talents, the purfuits, 
-and the morals of a profeffed gameften 
In ,the mean time the artlefs and inex- 
perienced, dazzled by fwirrounding example, 
drop their fcruples and their apprehenfions 
one by one j and are gradually allured for- 

^* The idle vaaity of being introduced into what is fup - 
** pofed tci be genteel fociety, where a fafhionaWe name an- 
nounces an intention of feeing company, has been pro- 
duAive of . more domejitc mifery and more real diflrefs^ 
poveriy^ and 'wretchednefs to faniilies in this great metro • 
polls, who but for their folly might have been eafy and 
** comfortable, than many volumes could detail." 

" A miftaken fcnfe of what conftitute* humpn hap- 
** pinefs leads the mafs of the people, who have the means 
♦* of moving, in any degree, above the middle ranks of life, 
** into the fatal error of mingling in what is erroneoufly 
** called genteel company ; if that can be called fuch, where 
*• Faro tables and other games of hazard arc introduced in 
private famlhes : where the leaft recommendation fand 
fbarpers fpare no pains to obtain recommendations) ad- 
*^ mits all ranks who can exhibit a genteel exterior ; and 
** where the young and the inexperienced are initiated in 
** every propenfity tending to debafe the human chamber, 
** and taught to view with contempt every acquirement 
** connefted with thofe duties, which lead to domeftic 
** happinefs, or to thofe bbjedb of litility which can render 
fy either fex refpedable in the world," P. i^-*-i^2. 

O 3 ward 
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ward from the low ftake which at firft was 
all that they propofed to hazard, to rifk on 
one card, or one throw of the dice, fums 
which bear a confiderable proportion to 
the. whole property which they pofTefa^ 
and even to the whole amount of their 
.future expectations. It is no exaggeratioft 
to affirm that there are recent inflances 
of young women having fpeedily loft at 
play their entire fortunes. And fituations 
of pecuniary diftrefs which, though very 
grievous, fall ftiort of abfolute ruin, are 
* continually feen to arife from the • fame 
caufes. But does the mifchief terminate, 
does it chiefly confift, in pecuniary diftrefs ? 
If a fchool is to be fought where the fe» 
fenity of the female mind may be fup- 
planted by the moft violent and the blaclc- 
eft paffions ; where the fprings of bene- 
volence aild charity, of fympathy and 
friendfliip may be dried up, and the heart 
configned for ever to obdurate felfifhnefs ; 
where the foundations of domeftic mifery, 
of angry difcontent, of blafted hopes and 
unavailing forrows may be laid j where 

every 
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€very principle of delicacy, of virtue, of 
religion may be iapped, and pirepared tp 
Jbe offered up on fome preffing emergency 
as a facrifice to money : let that fchool 
.be* fought at a gaming table, upheld by 
dbme perfon of fafliionable eftimation. It 
is extremely to be lamented that women of 
jreipfeft^bility of character, women attentive 
.on many occafions to the didates not of 
'prudence only but of confcience, ancj fo 
..deeply convinced of the dreadful evils at- 
tendant on gaming as fcriq)uloufly and at 
all times to abftain from play, fhould yet 
follow the ftream of cuftom fo far as to be 
vifitors and fpedators in the rooma, in 
which this fyftem of depredation and ini- 
quity is carrying oii. To couutenance 
by their prefence an affembly known to be 
held for a .purpofe which it is impoffible 
for them to approve, is the height of in- 
confiftency. It is to add to wickednefs 
the apparent fanftion of their authority. 
It is to filjsnce the doubts of the wavering j 
and to preclude the inconfiderate from re- 
flediour It, is to contribute to extend a 

04 moft 
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moft deftrudlive pradlice to ranks of fo^ 
ciety which it has not yet polluted. It is 
to encourage thofe nuifances to the com* 
munity, who dare to ftand forward in 
fafliionable life as the inftitutors and pa- 
trons of the Faro Bank and the Hazard 
Table ; whofe effrontery, while it yet con- 
tinues to efcape the ftrong arm of legal 
juftice which arrefts inferior and lefs ' per- 
nicious oflfenders, ought to be encountered 
with univerfal refiftance, and be con- 
ftrained to read in every eye the language 
of deteftation. 

A paflion for gaming, fo eafy to be ex- 
cited, is one of the propenfities moft diflS- 

cult to be reprefled. In barbarous as well 
as in polifhed nations, in the loweft as well 
as in the higheft ranks of fociety, the flame 
once kindled, is fcarcely to be extingiiifhed. 
So captivating to moft minds is the fuccef- 
fion of fituations unforefeen, uncertain, 
and charadcrifcd by viciffitude ; fo in- 
tcrefting is the paufe of fufpenfe between 
hope and fear ; fuch is the confidence 

whicU 
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which almpft every perfon places, if not 
on his {kill, yet on his good fortune ; that 
, we cannot wonder if they to whom fre- 
quent temptations are prefented fhould by 
degrees be enfnared in defiance of pre- 
vious refolves, and ultimately lofe fight 
not only of prudence, but even of far 
fuperior principles of conduct. Hence to 
guard againft thofe fmall beginnings, by 
which confequences fo deplorable may be 
entailed, is a duty of no little importance 
ia the fcale of moral obligation. Some 
perfons, at prefent too cautious to adven- 
ture as parties in the game, think that they 
need not fcruple to indulge the,mfelves in 
hazarding fmall bets on the event of it. 
But they who begin with venturing fmali 
fums, eafily learn to rilk larger. And they 
. who, without playing themfelves, make 
- their own profit or lofs to depend on the 
fuccefs of an individual engaged in the 
conteft, are themfelves gamefters. Others 
fee no danger in the habit of frequenting 
the card table, provided that much money 
)S not played for. To devote the evening 
■• ^ to 
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to cards where the flakes are high, ^s 
manifeftly to cherifh a paffion for gaming': 
i^hen they are low, it is yet to encourage 
that paffion, though in an inferior degree. 
The exiftence of a ftake, however minute, 
proves that application is made to the 
avaricious feelings of the mind ; feelings 
which, ere long, will commonly look out 

for a more powerful ftimulus. In propor- 
tion too as practice confers fkill, or creates 
a perfuafion that it is poffefTed, the deike 
of difplaying it, perhaps alfo of turning it 
to profit, is often feen to arife. 

If we fet afide meetings profefledly or 
intentionally held for the purpofe of gam- 
•ing, the principal evil attending the ufe of 
cards may, perhaps, be fairly ftated to 
confift not/fo much in the reprehenfible 
•paffions which they excite, as in the quan- 
tity • of time which they confume. ^ In 
many families, particularly in provincial 
towns, they regularly enter as the tea- 
table departs, and occupy feveral hours of 
the evening. In fome houfes, where pa- 
tience 
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Hence is weaker, they appear fpeedily after 
dinner. A confiderable portion of every 
day, Sundays excepted, an exception 
which in the country may yet be com- 
monly , made, is thus rendered a mere 
blank ; it is cut, as it were, out of life, 
and configned, upon the moft favourable 
fuppofition, to vacuity and oblivion. What 
might have been the improvement made, 
the knowledge acquired, the rational plea- 
fure enjoyed, had thefe hours been habitu- 
ally allotted to inftrudlive converfation or 
interefting books ? Had it been the cuftom 
of the family to allot them to fuch em- 
ployments before a paflion for cards was 
become inveterate ; habit would then have 
operated in fupport of a judicious and ufe- 
ful mode of pafling tim<5 as ftrongly as It 
now does in upholding a puerile and :un^ 
profitable occupation. And a propofal to 
exchange the ufual delights of thp ^after^ 
noon and evening for a pool at ' quadrille, 
4nd a rubber at whift, would have been 
-received with the difguft which- woiird, at 
prefent, attach on the ndventurou^ re^ 

former, 
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former, who fliould recommend, when the 
card-tables are now fct and the partna!^ 
taking their places, to prefer lifteningto 
the page of Robertfon to pradiifing the 
rules of Hoyle. " Man," it has been 
well obferved, " is a bundle of habits*'* 
Life is made up of principles and actions 
familiarifed and confirmed by cUftoni. 
The uncouth fafhions in dtefs and per- 
fonal demeanour, the fenfelefs decorations 
in building and in furniture, which have 
univerfally prevailed in diflFerent periods^ 
and the moft unnatural modes of orna- 
menting nature which have had poliihed 
nations for their admirers from the days 
of Pliny to thofe of George the fecond, 
fhew, with numberlefs other inftances 
which might be particularifed, that thfcre 
is nothing fo abfurd and extravagant which 
the eye cannot by ufe convert into a 
beauty, and the mind into a gratification. 
Nor is there any employment fo trifling, 
that it cannot be rendered, by uniform 
pradice, necefTary to comfort. Were a fa- 
mily to be long accuftomed, with the fame 

regu- 
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regularity with which many dedicate a 
portion of the day to cardsi to amufe 
themfelves during fome hours of every 
cfveniug in picking and meafuring ftraws 
from wheat-flieaves, placed before each 
individual for that purpofe; an intemip- 
tion of the cuftom would be felt at firft a8 
k lofs of one of the effential enjoyments 
of life, and wx)uld leave, for a time, a 
vacancy fcarcely to be fupplied* Hence 
appears the importance of guarding in the 
outfet againft contracting a habit lb ei^- 
^baching. The firft links are impercep- 
tible'; but the chain, once formed, is 

fcarcely to be broken. 

<-■.••• , f 

As the recreation of the old and the 
irifirm, at times when the mind is too 
V^ak or too much fatigued to receive 
pleafure from a cheerful book or cheerful 
•difcourfe,. cards occafionally have their 
ufe. " And is this," the indignant vo- 
tary of the card-table exclaims, " the only 
** merit to be afcribed to them ?" I. would 
not unfairly detra^ evfen from any fup- 

pofed 
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pofed merit which they may poflcfs. It is 
pofTible that they may have their ufe in 
providing employment for the motley 
groupes which are fometimes aflembled 
together at the party of a lady of fafhion. 
It is expedied, no doubt, that a large 
majority of the perfons colledied on fuch 
occafions will neither be qualified to join 
in rational and entertaining converfation, 
nor capable of liflening with fatisfa^on 
to thofc who thus converfe ; and prepara-* 
tions are made accordingly. The kindotefe 
of the intention, atld the fagacity of the 
contrivance, merit praife. But let the 
healthy be tender of encroaching on the 
remedies provided for the ficki In an age 
which is not exempt from the charge of 
undervaluing diftindions effcabliflied for 
the benefit of fociety, let proper deference 
be fhewn to a regulation, which muft be 
deemed intended to difcriminate mental 
incapacity from communicative inteDi* 
gence. Cards too are celebrated for their 
efficacy in enlivening the dulnefs of a 
country vifit. When the dinner, and the 

deffert, 
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deffert, : arid the tea-table^ have exhaufted 
their gratifications ; whea the elegance o£ 
the drawing-room has been admired in de- 
tail, and the profpedl from the windows 
can no longer be difcerned ; when the; par- 
rot and the lap-dog have been praifed, till 
invention can fupply no additional terms 
of eulogium ; when each lady has already 
treafured in her mind every item of the 
drefs of every other, but is obliged to fuf- 
pend her criticifms until the departure of 
the objcdt of them : what refource, we 
are afked, what pofEble occupation re- 
mains, except cards ? To the unfuvniflied 
mind, none. 

The apology which is fometimjes made 

for the general introdu£tion of cards, 

f 

namely, that they prevent converf^tion 
from degenerating into flander and themes 
of fcandal, is a vindication which was not 
to have- been expeded from the mouth of 

a peribn of tKe female fex, nor from the 
inouth of any individual accuftomed to re- 
gard that fex with efteem. It is, perhaps,^ 

. c one 
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one of the moil pointed farcafms that could 
have been direded againft thofe perfons in 
whofe behalf it is alleged. Are we to have 
fuch an opinion of feminine juftice, bene- 
volence, delicacy, and candour, as to con- 
clude that women cannot pafs a (ingle even- 
ing otherwife than in the indulgence of 
detraftion, unlefs their thoughts be occu- 
pied by the card-table : that their tongues, 
unlefs charmed to filence by attention to 

the game, will be inceffantly exercifed by 
calumny and malice ? She of whom this 
reprefentation can with truth be given, has 
no time to throw away upon trifles. Ob- 
jedls of higher moment than vifits and 
amufements claim her undivided care ; re- 
tirement, refledtion, felf-knowledge, the 
acquifition of Chriftian principles, the 
purification of a corrupted heart. 

Though fome few individuals of the 
female fex may be obferved to take their 
places among fportfmen in the field ; the 
fafhion, happily, is not fo prevalent as to 
entitle fox-hunting, and fimilar occupa- 

tions. 
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tion«,:to rank among feminine amufements. 
It is not, ][>erhaps, in common cafi^ fel$-evi- 
ideiM:^ that diverfions which confift in infli<ai- 
ing torture, andfhedding bloody areajtoge- 
iiher adapted even to perfons of the other fex, 
%hb lay claim to cuktvated ttnderftahdings. 
'But, ho^s^cver tliat may be, the rude cla^ 
-int)ur, the boifterous exertions, and the cru€?l 
fpedacles of field fports, are wholly difcordv 
ant, when contrafted with the. delicacy, the 
Tefinement, and the'fenfibility of a woman* 

The refle£kions, which have hitherto beea 
jofFcrcd ojQ theftibjed of amufements, have 
left unnoticed a material circumftance ope- 
rating more powerfully in the cafe of fome 
aiaiurements, than in that of otliers ; yet, in 
a certain meafure, common to all. The 
in^ijy has, in each inflance, been almofl: 
j^iS^elirilvely 4ire<5^Qd| to afcertain, whether 
the ^mufement fpecified was, in its nature 
jftod circumftances, innocent. But there is 
a*4^njger which is a^ttached even to innocent 
iw;mifements ; the danger of purfuing them 
to ^xcefs. A pofleffion which we have al- 
-• •. .'. P ways 
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ways in our hands, which every perfon 
around us appears to have equally with 
ourfelves, is a poffeffion of the value of 
which we are rnofl likely to be ignorant or 
regardlefs. Such a pofTeHion is time. Men^ 
who are Simulated to intelledlual exertions 
by the concurrence of various motives, 
either unknown to the female fex, or known 

only in an inferior degree ; men, to whom 
bufmefs is in one fhape or in another con- 
tinually prefenting itfelf j whom the capa- 
city of attaining to profeflional honour and 
emolument, and the attractions of the field 
of literature, of which, until of late years, 
they have almoft enjoyed a monopoly, might 
tempt to cultivate their underftandings, and 
to apply their talents to purpofes of utility; 
frequently confign themfelves to a laborious 
life of amufement ; a life which, even if all 
their modes of amufement had been in them- 
felves irreproachable, would not have been 
more ufeful and refpedtable than an equal 
period of obftinate inadivity. Devoting their 
mornings to the billiard-room, and their 
evenings to the gaming-table ; occupied in 

fuper- 
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(uperintending the training of race^horfes, 
and in witneffing, with unfeeling delight, 
their exertions on: the courfe ; or employed 
in the unremitting purfuit and deftru£tion 
of various parts of the animal world ; they 
live without refledion on the great objeds 
of human exiftence, neither benefited by 
its progrefs, nor preparing for itis termina- 
tion. A pidure fimilar to this in its out- 
line and compofition, though differing in 
the particular objefts prefented to the eye 
of the fpedator, might be drawn from fe- 
male life. Gay, elegant, and accompliflbed, 
but thoughtlefs, immerfed in trifles, and 
hurrying with impatience, never fatisfied, 
from one fcene of diverfion to another j 
how many women are feen floating down 
the ftream of life, like bubbles on which the 
fun paints a thoufand gaudy colour^ ; and 
like bubbles vanifhing, fooner or later, one 
after another, and leaving no trace of ufe- 
fblnefs behind ! They do not, like bubbles^ 
tanifh for ever; but after death muft awak« 
from the infatuated dream of idlenefs and 
dlffipatlon, to .render an account o( wafted 

P 2 time 
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time and talents to an Almighty Judg6 
The fcriptural cenfure of thofe who arc 
*' lovers of pleafure more than lovers of 
** God (o)," a cenfure, the proper force of 
which may be eftimated by attending to 
the other characters included in the famft 
catalogue by the Apoftle, ^ pertains not tO 
thofe perfohs only who indulge themfelves 
in gratifications in their own nature cri* 
minal. It belongs in due proportion to all 
who facrifice duty to pleafure ; to all wJbSo 
elevate amufements above the rank wbiiali 
they . ought to hold in the mind erf a 
Chriftian J . to all who addid themfelvf$ 
to the pui*fuit of entertainment with aii 
ardour, or to an extent, which fo intrude! 
on their attention and their time, as to pre- 
vent them from improving their under-* 
(landings, cultivating piety and benevolence 
of heart, and difcharging the relative dutiei 
of life, with diligence arid fidelity; to a11| 
in other words, who, whatever may be the 
nature of their amufements, ^follow them, 

' {o) 2 Tii?i:1u. 4.— Sec alfo fome df'the preceding' ahtL^ 
af the fubfccjuoit vcrfes. s . 

:• OX 
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or any one df them, toexcefs. So 4i(pQfe4; 
i| the human mind to ppien itfelf to plea- 
furable impreflions^ that at all times untU/ 
ag6 or forrow has.deftroye^^iXhf teliih^ fp^i 
amufements, and above aXlvthir times, dur*: 
ring the fufceptibility of youth, excefs is 
tanbc apprehended. What has delighted 
U8 o'nce, we feel aflured . .will, delight us 
agiin. And fijough the trial flioyld terniri- 
Uate in difappoinraent, or repetition iliould, 
convert fati6f;jL(3tioa.iato wearinefs j we feek. 

tb.fiU up the md, not by l!e^r<;hing aftey, 
pleafures of a higher nature, but by qagerly 
catching at gratif^cafionj fimU^r to th^t, the^ 
d^lufiv? nature of which we have, fo lately, 
experienced. The very circumftance of an 
aiaufement being innocent, renders its at- 
trjai3:ions the: more likely to acquire unrea-^ 
fpjaabler power ovef the unfufpedling breaflj 
Qf fimplicity. . I^ excises no alarm: it haj^ 
$0. features of deformity : the time \yhiclj 
if occupies is fpeedily gone, and leaves no 
(Jifagreeable recolledtion. It; paay be long 
Uefpre a young woman is led to difcep, in 
her pwn cafe, that an adion individually 
. ,, p 3 blamelcfs 
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blamelefs may, by frequency, become cri- 
minal ; and to perceive the deficiency of 
what* fhe has done in the line of improve- 
ment and utility by confidering what fhe 
might have done. 

Among the unhappy effeds which at»- 
tend an immoderate and confirmed thirft* 
for amufements^ this is one of the moft la-' 
mentable ; that the malady is fitly ranked 
among the mental diforders moft difficult 
to cure. Like the dropfy, it is diftinguiflicd 
by a burning defire for the indulgences 
moft adverfeto the diminution of the com- 
plaint J a defire fo intenfe as Scarcely to 
permit the fuflerer to advert to any other 
obje£t. The mind, unaccuftomed to ferious 
reflediion, foftened and enfeebled by relax- 
ing habits, turns with difguft from argu- 
ment and intelligence, clings to the trifles 
in which it has long delighted, and is almofl:^ 
incapable for a time of either feeking or of 
receiving gratification from better purfuits. 
The felf-denlal, the painful efforts requifite 
to break the (hackles of habit, are fully 

known 
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known to thofe only, by ^Jirhom the Ihackles 
of habit have been broken. Let every wo- 
man beware of being .imperceptibly betrayed 
into fetters from which, without fuch felf- 
denial, fuch painful efforts, (he cannot be 
extricated ; yet from which it is neceflary 
that fhe fiiould be extricated, if fhe is to 
leftd a life ufeful to others, ultimately com- 
fortable to herfelf, and calculated to obtain 
the approbation of Heaven. 

The rifle to which a young woman Is 
expofed of contradling a habit of exceffive 
fondnefs for amufements, depends not only 
on the particular propenfities of her mind, 
but alfo on the place and fituation in which 
fhe principally refides. To the daughter of 
a country gentleman, though her heart 
ihould be fixed on company and diverfions, 
the paternal manfion, iiifulated in its park, 
or admitting no contiguous habitations 
except the neighbouring hamlet, feldom 
furnifhes the opportunity of accefs to a 
perpetual circle of amufements. Vifitors 
are not always to be found in the drawing- 

P 4 room J 
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room ; the card-table cannot always be. 
filled up; the county town affords a ball 
but once in a month ; and dopaeftic cir« 
cumftances perverfely arife to obftrnfl: re- 
gularity of attendance. Suppofe tjich. a 
young woman thus fituated to labour under 
the heavy difadvantage of not having had 
her mind direded by education to pro-, 
par objed:s. Finding herfelf obliged to. 
procure, by her own efforts, the entertain-, 
ment which fhe is frequently without the 
means of obtaining from others, fhe is ex- 
cited to fome degree, of ufeful exertion^ 
Family converfation, needle-work, a book, 
even a book that is not a novel, in a word, 
any occupation is found -preferable to the 
tedioufnefs of a conftant want of employ- 
ment. Thus the foundation of fome do- 
meflic habits is laid : or, if the habits were 
previoufly in exiftence, they are ftrengthr 
ened, or at leaft are preferved from being 
obliterated. She who is fixed in a country 
town, where fociety is always within reach, 
and fomething in the way of petty amufe- 
ment is ever going forward, or may eafily- 

he 



be fet .00 fioot, i?ifiy,r:vrith greater faciyjy, 
coiunua a babitofjflyj^rfrom a comp^ryion;^ 
whp^ if iefipid and unpleafing to her,>:will^ 
be^.of all compaoioii^, tljie (^ollanfipid and. 
nn^hs^^mgi h^vk% Biititis in^.the metro- 
polis that amufements^ and all the tqmpt-. 
ations wlwh ^ow irom amuf^meuts, are 
concentered* So;vanpus are the ^encs.of 
public .dlverlion, lb y^rious^ the parties of 
private entertainment, which Londpnaffoiids, 
in the evening ; fo numerous are tbe. fpec- 
tacles and exhibitions of wonders in , nature, 
or in art, and the attractive occupatjona 
properly to be clafled under the head- of 
amufement^ which obtrude, on the.Ieifure. 
of morning in the capital and its environs; 
fo magnetic i§ the example of wealth, and 
rank, and faikion, that fbe who approaches 
the ftream with a mind unfteadied by thofe 
principles of moderation and fobriety which 
are effential to the Chriftian charader, will 
probably be hurried away far from her 
proper courfe, or even fucked into the 
vortex, and whirled, day after day, and 
year after year, in a never-ending round of 

eiddioefs and diilipation* 

If 
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If the metropolis be the ffoi vat whicb 
the danger of becoming abforbed an amufe* 
ments is moft formidable ; the fcenes of rc- 
fbrt, whether inland or on the fea^oaft, 
which are diftingnifhed by the geileral de* 
nomination of Public Places, exhibit it in 
a degree but little inferior. Of fuch places^ 
the predominant fpirit is thoughtleflhefs. 
And thoughtleflhefs, ever weary of its own 
vacuity, flies with reftlefs ardour from di- 
verfion to diverfion ; and ftimulates the in- 
herent love of enteftainment, which, in moft 
perfons, requires rather to be moderated than 
to be inflamed. The contagion ipreads, in 
the firft place, among thofe whofe prefence 
is owing to other caufes than ficknefs : but, 
in a fliort time, it extends to many perfons 
who are come in queft: of health ; and often 
aflfefts them fo jpowerfully, that the hurry 
of the evening more than counterbalances 
the falubrious influence of air and of waters. 
Let it be remembered, however, that there 
is no place which affords an exemption 
from the obligation of rational purfuits and 
mental improvement ; nor any place which 
does not afford opportunities, for rational 

purfuita 
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purTuits and mental improvement to thofe 
who ^e inclined to make ufe of them. 

The true fecret of happinefs is to learn 
to place delight in the performance of duty* 
This temper, the temper of a genuine Chris- 
tian, reprefles, in proportion as it is ac- 
quired, the feverifh thirft for amuftmcnts./ 
Motives which addrefs themfelves to the 
underftanding may check it occafipnally 
and partially ; this goes to the fource of the 
evil, by fixing the remedy in the heart* 
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CHAP. X. 

« 

ON THE EMPLOYMENT OP TIMBi 

... -J 

X iM£ is a facred truft configaed to us hf* 
the Creator of the univcrfe. Tp ufc hi 
well is a leiTon, which duty and intereft 
(foi^ur to fuggeft. The duration of the 
j^riod to be confided to our managenieat^' 
though predetermined from the beginnings 
in the counfels of Omnifcience, is undif- 
clofed to the individual concerned, and is 
placed beyond the reach of every prin- 
ciple of calculation ; that ignorance and 
uncertainty refpeding the future may 
operate as a continual and powerful ad- 
monition wifely to employ the prefent 
hour. The pafling moment, incapable of 
being recalled, and if once wafted, wafted 
for ever, reiterates the admonition. Would 
you perceive, even now, in their true 
colours the ingratitude and the folly of 
fquandering fo precious a depofit ? Refled 
5 on 



on thie graciouis purpofes^ for the ac^dtti- 
piifliment of which it is committed to yon; 
KeSed how plainly incompatible a IxaiAx, 
of fquandeting' it is, wildi the frames of 
mind which is the fruit of Chriftinnityk 
Reflect on the infinite importance which 
you will hereafter attach to time pbflr, 
when the confequences flowing from the 
right or the wrong ufe of it will .bed£fi^ 
cerned and felt by you in their full extent. 



r 

V : 1 



To occupy, the mind i with ufcful em- 
ployments is among the befl: methods of 
guarding it from furrendering itfelf to dift 
fipation. To occupy it with fuch employ- 
ments regularly, is among the beft methods 
of leading it to love them. Young women 
fometimes complain, and more frequently 
the complaint is made for them, that they 
have nothmg to do. Yet few complaints 
are urged with lefs foundation^. To pre^- 
fcribe to a young perfon of the female fex 
the precife occupations to which Ihe flioulA 
devote her time, is impoflible. It woiaMi 
l^e to attempt to limit, by inappliisibli; 
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rules^ what muft vary according to cir-r 
cumilances which cannot previoufly be 
adbertained. Difierences in point of health, 
of intelledty of tafte, and a thoufand name* 
lefs particularities of family occurrences 
and local fituation^ cldtn, in each indi- 
vidual cafe, to be taken into thet account 
Some general reflexions, however, may be 
offered. 

I advert not yet to the occupations which 
flow from the duties of matrimonial tife. 
When, to the rational employments open 
to all women, the entire fuperintendence of 
domeftic oeconomy is added j when parental 
cares and duties prefs forward to afiume 
the high rank in a mother's breaft to w^hich 
they are entitled ; to complain of the diffi- 
culty of finding proper methods of occupy, 
ing time, would be a lamentation which 
nothing but politenefs could preferve from 
being received by the auditor with a fmile* 
But in what manner, I hear it replied, arc 
they, who are not wives and mothers, to 
bufy themfelves ? Even at prefent young 

women 
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T?Qmen in general, notwkhftanding all fheir 
efibrts to quicken and enliven the 'flow* 
paced hours, appear, if we may judge from 
tbeir countenances and their language, not 
.unfrequently to feel tfaemfelves unfuccefsfuL 

If drefs then, and what is called diilipation, 
'are not to be allowed to fill fo large a fpace 
in the courfe of female life as they now 
overfpread ; and your defire extremely to 
curtail them in the exercife of this branch 
of their eftabliflied prerogative is, by no 
means, equivocal jv how are well-bred 
women to fupport themfelves in the fingle 
ftate through the difmal vacuity that feems 
to await them ? This queftion it may be 
iufficient to ^nfwer l>y another. If young 
iaind well-bred women are not accuftomed, 
in their fingle ftate, regularly to affigna 
jiarge proportion of their hours to ferious 
and inftrudive occupations ; what pro- 
fped, what hope is there, that, when mar- 
ried, they will aflume habits to which they 
have ever been ftrangers, and exchange 
idlenefs and volatility for fteadinefs and 
exertion ? - : 

To 
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To every woman, whether fingle or 
tnairied, the habit of regularly allotting to 
Improving books a portion of each day, 
and, as far as may be pradticable, at ftated 
hours, cannot be too ftrongly recommended. 
I ufe the terra improving in a large fcnie4 
as comprehending whatever writings may 
contribute to her virtue, her ufefulnefs, and 
her innocent fatisfa<^ion, to her happineft 
in thJLs world and in the next;« • She who 
believes that fhe is to furvive in another 
ftate of being through eternity, and is duly 
impreffed by the awful conviSion, wHl &c 
day by day her mod ferious thoughts o/k 
the inheritance to which fhe afpires, \Vherc 
her treafure is, there v/ill her heart be alfo. 
She will not be feduced from an habitual 
lludy of the Holy Scriptures, and of other 
works calculated to imprint on her boToo} 
the comparatively fmall importance of the 
pains and pleafures of this period of ex- 
iftence ; and = to fill her with that knoW'^ 
ledgQi and infpire her with thofe views 
and difpofitions, which may lead her tp 
delight in the prefent fervice of her Makexv 
- • and 
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t * 

arid enable her to rejoice in the contem- 
plation of futurity. 'With the time allotted 
to the regular perufal of the word of God^ 
and of performances which inculcate the 
priaciples and enforce and illuftrate the 
rules of Chriftian duty, no other kind of 
reading ought to be permitted to interfere. 
At other parts of the day let hiftory, bio- 
graphy, poetry, or fome of the various 
branches of elegant and profitable know- 
ledge^ pay their tribute of inftrufition 
and amufement. But let her ftudies be 
confined within the ftrifteft limits of pu- 
rity. Let whatever fhe perufes in her moft 
» ■ 

private hours be fuch as fhe needs not to 
be alhamed of reading aloud to thoife, whofe 
good tfpink>n ffie fe moft anxious to deferve. 
Let 'her remember that there is an all- fee- 
ing eye, which is ever fixed upon her, even 
m hdrclofeft retirement. Let her not in- 
dulge herfelf in the frequent perufal of 
writings, however interefting- in their na« 
ture, however eminent in a literary point 
of view, which are likely to inflame pride, 
%T\d to infpire falfe notions of generofity, 

Q^ of 
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room ; the card-table cannot always be. 
filled up; the county town afibrds a ball, 
but once in a month ; and dopaeftic cir« 
cumftances perverfely arife to obftrnfl: re-' 
gularity of attendance. Suppofe tjieh. a 
young woman thus fituated to labour under 
the heavy difad vantage of not having had. 
her mind direded by education to pro-. 
per . obje^Ss. Finding herfelf obliged to 
procure, by her own efforts, the entertain-, 
ment which fhe is frequently without the 
means of pbtsdning from others, fhe is ex- 
cited to fome degree of ufeful cxertioil» 
Family converfation, needle- work, a book, 
even a book that is not a novel, in a word, 
:^ny occjupation is found 'preferable to the 
tedioufnefs of a conftant want of employ- 
ment. Thus the foundation of fome do- 
meflic habits is laid : or, if the habits tvere 
previoufly in exiftence, they are ftrengthr 
ened, or at leaft are preferved from being 
obliterated. She who is fixed in a country 
town, where fociety is always within reach, 
and fomething in the way of petty amufe- 
ment is ever going forward, or may eafily. 

he 



be fet .on foot^ irifty ,r:vrith greater facility, 
coajcnu3: a habit ofjfl jiiiigrfrom a comp^jryoo^ 
wlv>> iO'^Olpid arid ;unplea(ing to her, will 
be^.pf all compamon^^UiLe nxolliniipid and. 
UQglearmg, h^rfel^ ^j^^^ is in v the metro- 
polis that auiufeoieiits,' and all the tqmpt-. 
atioas whkh flow irom an^ufemeutSy are 
concentered* So;vanpus are the ^encs.of 
public .dlverlion, fo y^rious^ the parties of 
private entertainmentv which Londpnafiprds, 
in the evening ; fo numerous are the. fpec- 
tacles and exhibitions of wonders in nature, 
or in art, and the attractive occupations 
properly to be clafled under the head* of 
amufement^ which obtrude on the leifure. 
of morning in the capital and its environs; 
fo magnetic is the example of wealth, and 
rank, and faikion, that fhe who approaches 
the ftream with a mind unfteadied by thofe 
principles of moderation and fobriety which 
are efTential to the Chriftian charader, will 
probably be hurried away far from her 
proper courfe, or even fucked into the 
vortex, and whirled, day after day, and 
year after year, in a never-ending round of 
giddioefs and diiCpation* 
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if once effaced/ commonly difappear for 
even To indulge in a pradtice of reading 
novels is, in feveral other particulars^ 
Kable to produce mifchievous effeifis* Such 
compofitions are, to mofl perfons, extremely 
engaging. That dory muft be iingularly 
barren, or wretchedly told, of which, ^er 
having heard the beginning, we defire opt 
to know the end.' . Tq the pleafure of leani"^ 
ing the ultimate fortunes of the heroes and 
heroines of the tale, the novel commonly 
adds, in a greater or in a lefs degree, -tk&t 
which arifcs from animated defcription^' 
from lively dialogue, or from interefting 
fentiment. Hence the perufal of one pub- 
lication of this clafs leads,, with mucbmonc. 
frequency than is the cafe with refpecl' to 
works of other kinds, (except perhaps of 
dramatic writings, to which moft of the 
prefent remarks may be transferred,) to the 
fpeedy perufal of another. Thus a habit is 
formed, a habit at firft, perhaps, of limited* 
indulgence, but a habit that is continually 
found more formidable and more encroach- 
ing. The appetite becomes too keen' to 

be 
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be dente4 : ;aii4riti proportion, ^s k b mor^ 
urgent, grows lefs^nke and fdjefl: in its 
fare. What would ftJrtnerly.ihjve; given 
offence,' now- gives nonek - fThe: palate 
16 vitlaited or mi^de dull.. Tiae profdi^e 
df.tKe book-club, and the contents : of 
the circulating library, are devoured wijh 
indifcriminate and infatiable avidity [^p\ 
]$e(h;9 the mind is fecretly corBfcpteid* 
Let it beobferved too: that in exaflt cor-* 
refpondence with the ipcreafe of a.paffion 
£b^ reading novels, sgi averfon to i^eading 
of a more impi:oying. nature will gather 
ftrength. Even in th^. clals of ixavel? le^ 
cbjed^QQable in point, of de^cacy, falfe 

,.(#). Qf^c;^bQoks provided Jav mod of the Circulating 

^' ^vJ\_.J4.A. .■|.IJ,., ^1 • ^ '' " " ■ ^ 

Librajries now fo generally eftablifhedy the principal pare 
Cotififts of ndvcls: aWd the ^affioh for that ^cksiW re*d- 
$ig may-'-ai^dft titiiverf jdl)^ be'j^ratified at a^iflingexpencc- 
The inifchief done is extreme ; and its worft effeds are on 
the Feniale- mind. * Book-clubs, which utlder regulations 
Sufficiently ftridi may be the means of conveniently obtaia- 
ing much pleafure and inftrudion, are frequently cbnta* 
ipaiRated by publications breathing, the contagion of folly 
and vice. Thefft books travct in routine from houie to 
houfe» obtrude tbemfelves ,0/1 thofe who would not have 
ibiightfor them| ai^d feldom depart unperufed* 

CL 3 fentl- 
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fetitimcnt unfitting the mind for fbber 
life, applaiife and cenfure (fiftributed amifs^ 
morality eflimated by ah erronedtis ftaQd^ 
ard, and the capriciou3 laws and empty 
faitdipns of honour fet up in the pllce of 
religion, are the Icflbns ufually prjefeoted# 
There is yet another confequence too ini- 
portant to be overlooked. ■ Thfe 'cataf. 
trophe and the incidents of thefe fi<^itioii§ 
narratives^ commonly turn on the Viciffir 
tudes and efFefts of a paflion the mo(| 

pbwerftil of all thbfe, which agitate the 

• ■ • • . 

human heart. Hence the ftudy of ttient 
frfeqiiently- creates a fufceptibility of:*im* 
preffion, a<id a premature warmth of tender 
(emotions, which, not to fpeak of other 
pofEble effe(9:s, have been known to ^betray 
young women into a fudden attachmept to 
perfons unworthy of their affection, and 
thus to hurry them into marriages tcr^ 
mina^ng in unhappinefs. 

In addition to the regular habit of ufeful 
readings the cuftom of committing to the 
memory fcled and ample portions of poetic 

com- 
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f}Qinpo(ici6n8, hat for the purpofe df oden^i* 
Utioufly quotiitg them in tnixed compinif^, 
bttt for the fuhe df private ii^proverftenft^ 
deferves, in cdnfequence of its beikiii^iftl 
teiadency; to be mentioded with a very -high 
degree of praife. The mind is thus ftored 
with a lafliag creafure of ' fknthnents' add 
ideas, combined by writers of transcendent 
genius and vigorous imagination } clothed 
Iti appropriate, nervous, and * glowing lan- 
guage ; and imprelted by the powers of 
cadence and hatmdny. Let the poetryj 
however, be well chofen. Let it be iucH 
as elevates the heart with the ardour of de^ 
votion J adds energy and grace to precepts 
of morality ; kindles benevolence by pathetic 
narrative and reflection • enters with accurate 
imd lively defcription into the vatieties df 
ichara<9:er J or prcfents vivid pidures of what 
is gr^nd or beautiful in the fcenery of na»* 
ture. Sui:h are, in general, the works of 
jMilton, of Thompfon, of Gray, of M^fon^ 
of Beattie, and of Cowper. It js thus 
that the beauty and grandeur pf nature will 
be contemplated' with new pleafure. It is thus 
that taite wili be called forth, exercire4) 

0^4 apd 
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and cdrreded. It U thus diat judgement 
will be flrejigtlxened, virtuous emotions che* 
riihed, piety animated and exalted. At all 
jtitnes, and under every circumftance, the 
heart, penetrated with religion, will delight 
itfelfi in the refcolle.dion of paffages, which 
difplay the perfedions of that Being oa 
whom it trails, and the glorious hopes to 
the accompUfhment of which it humbly 
looks for\vard. When afflidtion weighs down 
the fpirits, or iicknefs the ftrength, it is then 
that the cheering ij;xfluence :of that recol- 
leSion will be doubly felt. . When old age, 
difabling the fufferer from the frequent ufc 
of books obliges the mind to turn inward 
upon itfelf ; .the memory, long retentive, 
even in its .decay, of the acquifitions which 
it had attained and valued in its early vi- 
gour, ftill fuggefts the lines which have 
again andi again difFufed rapture through the 
bofom of health, and are yet capable of 
overfpreading the hours of decrepitude and 
the couch of pain with confolation. 

But it is not from books alone that a 
confiderate young woman is to feek her 

improve- 
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improvement and her gratifications. The 
difcharge of relative duties, and the excrcifc 
cf benevolence^ fopm additional fource^ of ac- 
tivity and enjoyment. To give delight in th^ 
afred):iotikte intercourfe of domeftic fbciety; 
to relieve a parent in the Ajperintendence of 
family affairs ; to fmooth the bed of fick- 
fiefs, and cheer' the decline of age ; to ex- 

« 

amine into the wants and-diftrefles of the 
female inhabitants of the neighbourhood'} 
to promote ufeful inftitutions for the com-^ 
fort of mothers, and for the inp:ru£lion of 
children ; and to give 16 thofe inftitutions 
that degree of attention, which, without r^* 
quiring either much ^ime or mtich perfonal 
trouble, will facilitate : tkeif*. eftablilKment 
and extend theJr afefulnefsT thefe are em- 
ployments congenial to female fjj'mpathy ; 
employments in the precife line of female 
duty; employments which diffufe genuine 
and lafting confolatidn among thofe whom 
they are defigned to benefit, and never fail 
to meliorate the heart of her who is en- 
gaged ia them. 



In 
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To every woman, whether fingle or 
married, the habit of regularly allotting to 
improving books a portion of each day, 
and, as far as may be pra£ticable, at flated 
hours, cannot be too ftrongly recommended. 
I ufe the terra improving in a large fcnfe^ 
as comprehending whatever writings may 
contribute to her virtue, her ufefulnefs, and 
her innocent fati8fa<3;ion, to her happiaeft' 
in. this world and in the next^ She who 
believes that fhe is to furvive in another 
ftate of being through eternity, and is duly 
impreffed by the awful conviSion, will fix 
day by day her mod ferious thoughts OH 
the inheritance to which fhe afpires. AVtiere 
her treafure is, there v/iU her heart be alfo. 
She will not be feduced from an habitual 
ftudy of the Holy Scriptures, and of other 
works calculated to imprint on her bofont 
the comparatively fmall importance of the 
pains and pleafures of this period of ex- 
iftence ; and : to fill her with that know-* 
ledgcj and infpire her with thofe views 
and difpofitions, which may lead her tp 
delight in the prefent fervice of her Makex^ 

and 
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t 

atid enable her to rejoice in the contem- 
plation of futurity. With the time allotted 
to the regular perufal of the word of God^ 
and of performances which inculcate the 
priaciples and enforce and illuftrate the 
rules of Chriftian duty, no other kind of 
reading ought to be permitted to interfere. 
At other parts of the day let hiftory, bio- 
graphy, poetry, or fome of the various 
branches of elegant and profitable know- 
ledge^ pay their tribute of inftrufition 
and amufement. But let her ftadies be 
confined within the fhrifteft limits of pu- 
rity. Let whatever fhe perufes in her moft 
» • ■ ■ 

private hours be fuch as fhe needs not to 
be afhamed of reading aloud to thofe, whofe 
good dpinion (Ke td mofl anxious to deferve. 
Let lier remember that there is an all- fee- 
ingeyej which is ever fixed upon her, even 
in hdr clofefl retirement. Let her not in- 
dulge herfelf in the frequent perufal of 
writings, however interefting in their na- 
tUM, however eminent in a literary point 
of view, which are likely to inflame pride, 
^nd to infpire falfe notions of generofity, 

Q^ of 
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of feeling, of fpirit, or of any pther quality 
deemed to contribute to excellence of cha^ 
rader. Such unhappily sy^o the efie^ to. 
be apprehended from the works even of fe- 
veral of our diftinguifhed writers, in pioffi 
or in verfe. And let her accuftom herfeJilF 
regularly to bring the fentiments which ibot 
reads, and the conduft which is def^ribed 
in terms, more or lefs ftrong, of applaufe 
and recommendation, to the tefl of Chrift- 
ian principles. In propoi:tion as this pi^-i 
tice is purfued or: negleded, reading y^il}. 
be profitable, or the reverfe. 

There is one fpecies of writings wtuclbs 
obtains from a confiderable proppjftion oi^ 
the female fex a reception much. more f^* 
vourable th^ is accorded to other kinda of 
compofition more worthy of encourage*^ 
ment. It is fcarcely neceflary to add the^ 
name of novels and of romances. Work* 
of this nature not unfrequently deferve the 
praife of ingenuity of plan and contrivaiice, 
of accurate and well fupported difcrimina-' 
lion of charailter, and of force and elegance 

I of 
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di knguagei Some of them have pro«» 
fefledly been compofed with a defign to 
Ikvour the interefts of morality^ And among 
Aofe which are deemed to have on the 
whole i, moral tendency, a very few per- 
haps*might he fele<£led^ which are not liable 
to the difgraceful charge of being contami- 
nated occafionally by incidents and paflages 
nnfit to be prcfented to the reader. This 

charge, however, may fo very generally be 
alleged with juftice, that eten of the novels 
which poflefs high and eftablifhedreputation, 
by far the greater number is totally improper, 
in conieqnence of fuch admixture, to be pe« 
Hifed by the eye of delicacy. Poor indeed 
are the fervices rendered to virtue by a 
wtiter, however he inay boaft that the obje£t 
of htis performance is to exhibit the vicious 
as infamous and unhappy, who, in tracing 
the progrcfs of vice to infamy and un- 
histppinefs, introduces the reader to fcenes 
Ibid language adapted to^wear away the 
qukk feelings of modefty, whi^h form at 
once the ornament and the fafeguard of in- 
oocence; and like the bloom upon a plumb^ 

0^2 if 
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if once effaced/ commonly difappear for 
ever. To indulge in a pradice of reading 
novels i9, in feveral other particulars^ 
Kableto produce mifchievous efiedls. Such 
compofitions are, to mofl perfons, extremely 
engaging. That (lory mud be fingularly 
barren, or wretchedly told, of which, ;jfter 
having heard the beginning, we defire opt 
to know the end. ' , To the pteafure of leom-- 
ing the ultimate fortune& of the heroes and 
heroines of the tale, the novel commonly 
adds, in a greater or in a lefs degree, -ifiiat 
which arifes from animated defcription,' 
from lively dialogue, or from interefting 
fentiraent. Hence the perufal of one pul>* 
lication of this clafs leads,, with muph mOK, 
frequency than is the cafe with refpect' to 
works of other kinds, (except perhaps of 
dramatic writings^ to which mofl: of the 
prefent remarks may be transferred,) to the 
fpeedy perufal of another. Thus a habit is 
formed, a habit at firft:, perhaps, of limited* 
indulgence, but a habit that is continually 
found more formidable and more encroach- 
ing. The appetite becomes too keen* to 

be 
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be dente4 : .'aii^rincpToportipn. ^s k b mor^ 
Ui^ent, groj»8 leffi-qie^ and fdjca in its 
fere. What would f<Jriii.erl3r;{hjve/ given 
offence,' now- gives none* - Ttt^e, : J>akte 
16 vitiated or made dulL . Tte prodi^e 

of the book-club* ahd the contents :'of 

, * • * I ..... 

the circulating library, are devoured wj^h 
iftdifcriminate and infatiable avidity (/). 
Het^9 the mind is fecretly corBiiptQd^ 

« 

Let it be, obferved too: that in ^x^Q, cor-^ 
refpondence.with the ipcreafe of a.psiflioa 
£b(r reading novels, a;n averfon to jading 
of a more improying. nature will ^gather 
ftrength. Even in th^ clals of. navels le^ 
objedki^^able in ^point;. of de^cacy, falfe 



•> -i--- t v.'/ :>::,'. ...7 / it:: -- , 
^.|^}^pf^c^bQok3 provided Jby moft of the Circulating 
Libngries now fo generally eftal)li{hedy the principal pare 
cotiiiftd'of novels : aWd'thc paffioh for that fpec»eaJ"of reM* 
$ig may^alpaoft utiiverftdlyr be'^^^tified at a.|irifling.expencc. 

The mifchief done is extf^ove ; and its worft effeds are oh 

■ * • f^ •• ■■ » / . . . . .J . » , 

the female' mindl * Book-clubsy which uflddr regulations 
fufficiently ftridt may be the . nieans of conveniently obtain- 
ing much pleafure and inftru^liony are frequently cbnta* 
ipluated by publications breathing, the contagion of folly 
and vice. Theft books travcrin routine from houfe to 
boufey obtrude tbemfelTes ^op .thofe who would not haye 
ibiigjit for them, ai^d feldpm depart unperufed* 

(L3 fenti- 
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fentiment unfitting the mind for fbber 
life, applapfe and cenfure diftributed amif8| 
morality e(liitoated by ah erronediis ftandf 
ard, and the capricioU9 laws and empty 
faiidions of honour fet up in the pUce of 
religidri, are the leffons ufually prefcntcd* 
There is yet another confequence too iqi- 
portant to be overlooked. ' Tlife " ciaitafc 
trophe and the incidents of thefe fi£titioii|i 
narratives commonly turn on the viciffi- 
tudes and efFeas of a paffion the mol^ 

pbwerftil of all thdfe, which agitate the 

• ■ • . , ■ 

human heart. Heiice the ftudy of ttiefi| 
frteqiiently* creates a fufceptibility of 'Mn* 
preflion, atid a premature warmth of tender 
(emotions, which, not to fpeak of other 
poffible effedits, have been known to betray 
young women into a fudden attachmeqit to 
perfons unworthy of their affection, and 
thus to hurry them into marriages ter^ 
mina^ing in unhappinefs. 

In addition to the regular habit of ufeful 
readings the cuftom of committing to the 
memory feledt and ample portions of poetic 

com* 



J9N -THE- EMPLOYMENT :QF TIME. ^33 

jDomponcions^ hoc for the purpofe df oHen^ 
tatioufly quoting them in toixjsid cotapiny^ 
But for th€ fKke df privat^ iiiiproverfteD^ 
deferves, in cdnfequence of its ben^fit:ikl 
tdndency; to be mentioned with a very -high 
degree of praife. The mind is thus ftored 
nrith a lafling treafure of fisntitnents' and 
ideas, combined by writers of tmnicendeat 
genius and vigorous imagination j clothed 

Itt appropriate, nervous, aiid ' glowing lan- 
guage; and imprefTed by the powers of 
cadence and harmony. Let the poetryj 
hoxvever, be well chofen. Let it be fucK 
as elevates the heart with the ardpur of de^ 
votion i adds energy and grace to precepts 
of morality ; kindles benevolence by pathetic 
narrative and refled:ton * enters with accurate 
iftnd lively description into the varieties df 
ichara<3:er J or prefents vivid pidures of what 
>s gr^nd of beautiful in the fcencfy of na** 
ture, Suf h are, in general, the works of 
MiltoQ, of Thompfon, of Gray, of Mgifon^ 
of Beattie, and of Cowper. It is thus 
that the beauty and grandeur pf nature will 
be contemplated with new pleafure. It is thus 
that tai}:e wiU be called forth, exercifed^ 

<t4 apd 
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and corre&ed. It U thus that judgement 
will be fir epgtlxened, virtuous' emotions che« 
riihed, piety animated and exalted. At all 
jdtneS) and under every circumftance, the 
heart, penetrated with religion, will delight 
itfelf! in the refcolle.dion of paflages, which 
difplay the perfe&ions of that Being on 
whom it truftsi and the glorious hopes to 
the accomplifhment of which it humbly 
looks forv^ard. When affliction weighs down 
the fpirits, or ficknefs the ftrength, it is then 
that the cheering influence :of that recol- 
lediion will be doubly felt. When old age, 
difabling thefufferer from the frequent ufc 
of books obliges the mind to turn inward 
upon itfelf ; .the memory, long retentive, 
even in its .decay, of the acquifitions which 
It had attained and valued in its early vi- 
gour, ftill fuggefts the lines which have 
again and again difFufed rapture through the 
bofom of health, and are yet capable of 
overfpreading the hours of decrepitude and 
the couch of pain with confolation. 

But it is not from books alone that a 
confiderate young woman is to feek her 

improve- 
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improvement and her gratifications. The 
difcharge of relative duties, and the exercife 
cf benevolence, foFift additidtial fources of ac- 

• . • - ' 

tiVity and enjoyment. To give delight in the 
afFe^ibnate intercourfe of domeftic fbciety^ 
to relieve a parent in the fuperintendence of 
family affairs ; to fmooth the bed of fick- 
nefs, and cheer the decline of age j to ex- 
Amine into the wants and di ft relies of the 
female inhabitants of the neighbourhood'; 
to promote ufeful inftitutions for the com^ 
fort of mothers, and for the in(lru£J:ion of 
children j and to give tb thofe inftitutiong 
that degree of attention, which, without re* 
quiring either much ^ime or much perfonal 
trouble, will facilitate : tlKcir; eiiablilhment. 
and extend theJr nfefulnefe':. thefe are em- 
ployments congenial to female f^mpathy ; 
employments in the precife line of female 
duty; employments which diffufe genuine 
and lafting confolatidn among thofe whom 
they are defigned to benefit, and never fail 
to meliorate the heart of her who is en- 
gaged in them. 



In 
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In pointing out what ought to be donev 
let juilice be rendered to what has been doditfi 
In th^ difcharge of th? domeflic offices of 
kindnefs, and in the exercife of charitable 
and friendly regard to the neighbouring 
poor, women in general are enemplarr. I« 
the latter branch of Chrlilian virtue, an ac« 
ceflion of energy has been witneiTed withiQ 
a few years. Many ladies hav^ ihewn, aiid 
flill continue to fhew, their earned folicitudd 
for the welfare of the wretched and the i^ 
norant, by fpontaneoufly eflablifhing fchocit 
of indullry and of religious inftru(StiQp ; an4 
with a ftill more beneficial, warmth pf be^ 
fieyolenpe, have taken the regp)ar infpef&* 
tion of them upon themfelvies. May they 
ftedfaftly perfevere, and be imitated by 
numbers I 

Among the employments of time, which, 
though regarded with due attention by many 
young women, are more or lefs negle(3:ed 
by a confiderable number, moderate exer- 
cife in the open air claims to be noticed, 
Sedentary confinement in hot apartments on 

the 
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|ke one h^i^d^ and public ^iverdond tt^ 
qtiented on the other, ia buiidings :ftil} 
more ^ftmrded and dR;ifiingy are cSitn per^ 
tnitted 6^'to oc^ciap^r the time as by degrees 
^en to wear avray Ihe relifli for the feeihi^ 
nefs of a j^ure atmp%iiere, for the beauties 
fmd amufen^nts of ; the garden, and for 
ihbfe ^* rural lights and mral fooads^" 
which ^^ight the mind uncorrupted by 
idlenefs, folly, ixr vice. Enfeebled beaJti^ 
jaxrapricious temper, low and irritable fpirits, 
^nd the lofs of many^ure and continually 
recurring enjoyments, are among the con- 
fequences of fuch mifcondudt. 

But though books obtain their reafonable 
portion of the day, though health has been 
confulted, the demands of immediate duty 
fulfilled, and the dilates of benevolence 
obeyed, there will yet be hours remaining 
unoccupied ; hours for which no fpecific 
employment has yet been provided. For 

fuch hours it is not the intention of thefe 

• . * 

pages to prefcribe any fpecific employment. 
What if fome fpace be affigned to the ufeful 

and 
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and elegant arts, of female induftry i But 
is induftry to po0efs them all? Let the 
innocent amufements:which homefumiihes 
daim their ihare. It.is a dajm which .ihall 

cheerfully be allowed. Do amufements 
abroad offer their pretenfions ? Neither 
jhall they, on proper occafions, be unheard 
A well-regulated life will never know a 
vacuum fufficient to require a large ihare of 
public amufements to fill it« i 
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6f Isuiguagei Some of them have pro«» 
&fledly' been compofed with a defign to 
favour the interefts of morality^ And attioQg 
thofe which are deemed to have on the 
whole i, moral tendency, a very few per- 
haps^might he fele<£led^ which are not liable 
to the diigraceful charge of being contami^ 
nated occafionally by incidents and paflages 
unfit to be prcfented to the reader. This 
charge, howevei^, may fo very generally be 
alleged with juftice, that eten of the novels 
which poflefs high and eftablifhed reputation, 
by far the greater number is totally improper, 
in cdniequence of fuch admixture, to be pe« 
rufed by the eye of delicacy. Poor indeed 
are the fervices rendered to virtue by a 
wiriter, ho wever he inay boaft that the obje£t 
of his performance is to exhibit the vicious 
as infamous and unhappy, who, in tracing 
the progrefs of vice to infamy and un- 
happinefs, introduces the reader to fccnes 
Ixid language adapted to. wear away the 
quick feelings of modefty, whi^h form at 
once the ornament and the fafeguard of in- 
occence; and like the bloom upon a plumb^ 

0^2 if 
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larifed, to be explicit coticerniDg fomd 
points^ on attention to which the proba-^ 
bility of happinefs in matrimonial life radi* 
cally depends. 

The profpefl: of pofling a fingle tbontb 
lA'ith an acquaintance, whofe fociety wc 
know to be uhpleafing, is a profped from 
which every mind recoils. Were the timci .f^' 
of Ivitercourfe antecedently fixed to extend 
to a year, ot to a longer period, our repugn 
nance would be proportionally great. Weife 
the term to reach to the death of one of 
the parties, the evil would appear ii!i fore- 
fight fcarcely to be endured* But further 5 
let it be fuppofed, not only that the par- 
ties were to be bound during their joint 
lives to the fociety of each other ; but 
that their interefts were to be infeparably 
blended together in all circumftances. 
And, in the next place, let it alfo be fup- 
pofed that the two parties were not to 
engage in this affociation on terms of 
perfed equality ; but that one of them 
was necefiarily to be placed as to various 

parti- 
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particularly in a ftate, of jfubprdinatioa .10 
the other. What caution wouJdf be requi^ 
fitc in each o£ tKe parties, what eiperial 
caution would be requifite in the party 
^ d^ftined to fubordination, antecedently tq 
fijch an engagement ! How diverfified, how 
fiirid, how perfevering Ihould be the in-- 
quiries of each refpe^ing the other, and 
efpecially of the latter refpefting the for- 
?aer ! Unlefs the difpofitions, the temper, 
the habits, the genuine charafter, and in- 
moft principles w;ere mutually known ; 
what rational hope, what tolerable chance 
of happinefs could fubfift ? And if hap^ 
pinefs fhould not be the lot of the two 
aflbciates, would not their difquietudes be 
proportionate to the clofenefs of their 
\jjiion? Let this reafoning be transferred 
to the cafe of marriage. 

Whether marriage eftaWifhes between 
the faufband and the wife a perfed: equality 
pf rights, or conveys to the former a cer- 
tain degree of fuperiority over the latter, 
is a point not left among Chrifliaos to be. 
' decided 
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decided by fpeculative arguments. The 
tiltimation of the divine will, communi- 
eated to the firft woman immediately after 
the fall, is corroborated by various injunc- 
tions delivered in the New Teftament, 
^ Let the wife fee that (he reverence her 
** hulband." — " Wives, fubmit yourfelves 
" unto your own hufbands as unto the 
" Lord; for the hufband is the head of 
*' the wife, even as Chrift is the head of 
" the church ; — therefore as the church is 
fubjedl unto Chrift, fo let the wives be to 
their own hufbands in every thing (y)." 
The command in the fecond of thefe paf- 
fages is fo explicit, and illuftrated by a 
comparifon fo impreflive, that it is need- 
lefs to recite other texts of a fimilar im- 
port. The obedience, however, which is 
here enjoined by the Apoftle, is not un- 
limited obedience. Were a hufband pre- 
fumptuoufly to require his wife to infringe 
the property or other rights of a third 

(f ) Ephef, V. 33.-22. 24. — See alfo Colofll iiu 18. — 
I Cor. xiv. 34, 35.— I Tim. ii. 11. i5.-.Titus, ii. 5.— 
I Peter, lii. i. . • 

perfon 



cc 



td MAllftlAGfi. 241 

jpeffon, or to tranfgrefs aily of the divine 
Ikws, flie would be^ bbund to obey God 
lather than mail. And it is very poflible 
that he might be in other refpedisi fo un- 
feafonable and injuridus in his injunctions, 
that flie might with jiiftice conceive her- 
lelf exenipted, as to thofe particular in- 
ftanceS, frqm the obligation of implicit 
fubmiffion to his authority. St; Paul di- 
reds children to obey their parents, and 
fervants their mafters, " in all things (r).'* 
Yet it is nianifeft that his diredipn was not 
intended to reach to things fmful, nor 
perhaps to other extreme cafes which 
might be devifed. It is reafonable, there- 
fore, and it is alfo conformable to the 
general mode of conveying moral diredl- 
ions which is adopted in the Scriptures, to 
underftand his ftrong declaration concern- 
ing the authority of a hulband as limited^ 
by reftridiions and exceptions, correfpond- 
ing to thofe with which his equally ftrong 
declarations concerning the authority of 
parents and of mafters are manifeftly to be 

(r) Colofll ill. 20* 22. 

R under-i 
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underftood. But though in cafes fuch aa^ 
have been fuppofed the duty of female 
obedience is fufpended, it is fufpended in 
thefe only. She who is commanded to 
^^ be fubjedk to her bead, the hufband, as^ 
" the church is fubjedt to Chrift, its head," 
cannot reafonably doubt that under all other 
circumftances faithful and willing obedi^ 
ence is a branch of her connubial duty/ 

A branch of duty in its nature fo inot* . 
jJortant and extenfive, ought to be coo- 
fidered antecedently to marriage with reli- 
gious fcrupuloulhefs. And while the ob- 
ligation is acknowledged, let not the end* 
for which it is impofed be mifconceived* 
Let not pride or ignorance be for a mo- 
ment permitted to fuggeft that the Father 
of the univerfe, in allotting obedience to 
t-he wife, haa difplayed a partial regard t^ 
the welfare and comfort of the hulband* 
Eternal wifdom, incapable of error and of 
caprice, has in this difpenfation confiUted- 
her happinefs no lefs than that of her slSo-^ 
ciate- You admit that it was defirable to 

preveot 
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jprevent or to leflea the bickerings, the 
bonflids, the pettinlcioud contrariety of 
plans and projects, which, in a ftatc im-^ 
pcrfed as human nature is^ would perpe- 
tually arire and involve families in unceaf- 
ittg confufion, were each party free from 
any obligation to acquiefce in the decilion 
of the other. By what method then, 
vi^tre we to cdnfult the dilates of unbiafled , 
judgement, fliould we deem the objedl 
moft likely to be attained ? Undoubtedly 
by the method which Providence has 
adopted ; by afBgning to one of the part- 
ners in marriage a fixed pre-eminence over ' 
the other. If this, point be once conceded, 
there cannot be room for much hefitatioa 
as to the only remaining queftion: to 
which of the two parties would it be 
Wifeft and beft that the pre-eminenCe 
ihould be afligned ? It is on man that the 
burden of the moft laborious offices in life, 
of thofe offices which require the greateft 
exertions, the deepeft teflediofl, and th^ 
ttioft comprehenfive judgement, isdevolved. 
Man, that he may be qualified for the dif- 
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<:harge of thefe offices, has been furnifhed 
by his Creator with powers of inveftigatioH 
^d of forefight in a fomewhat larger mea- 
fure than the other fex, who have been 

- • 

recompenfcd by an ample fhare of mental 
endowments of a different kind. It feems 
therefore an appointment both reafonable 
in its nature, and mod conducive to the 
happinefs, not only of the man himfelf, 
but of his wife, of his children, and of all 
his connedlions, that he fliould be the per- 
son to whom the fupcriority fhould be com- 
mitted. But Heaven has not left the wife 
deflitute or neglected. Security is provided 
for her in various ways againfl an arbitrary 
and tyrannical exercife of power on the 
part of the hufband. Some limitations to 
which his authority is fubjeded have al- 
ready been noticed. Thefe, if he defervc 
the name of a Chrifiian, he well knows. 
He knows too, that if he be entrufied 
with power, hv^ adts under a proportionate 
refponfibility, that he adls under the all- 
leeing eye of his future Judge. And if 
the Scriptures are on the one hand exprefs 

in 
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m enjoining obedience to th« wife ; they 
ire no lefs explicit on the other in remind^ 
ing the hulband of the mildnefs, the con- 
ciliating forbearance,, the lively and never^, 
failing tendernefs of affe£tion, which every 
branch of his behaviour towards his part^. 
ner ought to difplay ; and of the readinefs 
with which he oiight to. make large facri* 
fices of perfonal inclination, eafe, aad> 
intereft, when effential to her pern^anent 
welfare. " Hufbands, love your wives, 
" and be not bitter againft them (:/)." >' Ye 
'^ hufbands, dwell with your wives accord-/ 
^^ ing to knowledge ; giving honour unto- 
** the wife, as unto the weaker veflel (/).•*' 
" Hufbands, love yo«r wives, ^s Chrift alfo 
** loved the Church, and gavc-hiinfelf for 
" it (^).'* If a wohian marry sl perfon 
without having fufficient reafon td be fatis- 
fied, from aftual knowledge of his charac- 
ter, that the commands of the Scriptures 
will decide his general condud, 'the fault 
furely is her own. 

i^f) Coloff. Hi, 19. {t) rPet. lii. 7. (1^) Ephef. v. 25. - 

R3 The 
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The foundation of the greater portion g^ 
the unhappinefs which clouds matrimQui^l 
life, is to he fought in the unconcern fq 
prevalent in the worlds as to thofe radical 
principles on which charafter and the per- 
manence of character depend,— the princi- 
ples of religion. Popular language indir 
cates the ftate of popular opinion. If an 
union about to take place, or recently conr 
tradted, between two young perfons, be 
ijaentioned in converfation ; the firftqueftioa 
which we hear alked concerning it isj 

whether it ht a good match. The v^ry 
countenance and voice of the inquirer, and 
df the anfwerer, the terms of the anfwer re^- 
tarned, and the obfervations, whether ex* 
prefSv.e of fatisfadlion or of regret, Ayhich 
fall from the lips of the company prefent 
in the circle, all coqcur to fhew wliat, in 
common eftimation, is meant by being well 
married. If a young woman be defcrib^ 
^ thus married, the terms imply, that fhe 
is united to a man whofe ftation and fortune 
are fuch, when compared with her own or. 
thofe of her parents^ that in point of prece-. 

dencct 
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dence, in point of command of finery and 
of money, flie is, more or Jefs, a gainer by 
the bargain. In high life they imply, that 
Ihe will now poflefs the enviable advantages' 
of taking place of other ladies^ in the neigh- 
bourhood ; of decking herfelf out with 
jewels and lace; of inhabiting fplendid 
apartments ; rolling in handfome /Carriages ; 
^zing on numerous fervanK in gaudy li"-* 
veries: and of going to Londan^ and other 

falhioaable fcenes of refort, all in a degree 
Ibmewhat higher than that in which a cb,U 

culating broker, after poring on her pedi- 
gree, fumming up her property in hand^ 
and computing, at the market price, what 
is contingent or in revcrfioti, would have 

pronounced her entitled to them. A few 

•\ ' . *• 

flight and obvious alterations would adapt 

> ■• ^ 

the pidlure to the middle' clafles of fociety. 
But what do the terms imply as to the cha-' 
rader of the man feleded to be her huf- 
band ? ProbaWy nothing. His character 
ib a matter which feldom enters into the 
confideration of the perfons who ufe them, 
linlefs it, at length, appears in the fhape of 
>> Ji 4 aa 
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an after-thought, or is awkwardly hitched 
intQ their remarks for the fake of decorum. 
If the terms imply any thing on this pointy 
they mean no more than that he is not 
fcandaloufly and riotorioufly addifted to 
vice. He may be covetous, he may be 
proud, he may be ambitious, he may be 
malignant, he may be devoid of Chriftian 
principles, pradice, and belief; or, to fay 
the very leaft, it may be totally unknown 
whether he does not fall, in every particular, 
under this defcription; and yet, in the lan- 
guage and in the opinion of the generality 
of both fexes, the match is excellent. Jn 
like manner a diminution of povy^er as to 
the fuppofed advantages already enume-: 
rated, though counterpoifed by the acqui* 
fition of a companion eminent for his vir- 
tues, is fuppofed to conftitute a bad match ; 
and is univerfally lamented in polite meet- 
ings with real or affedbed concern. The 
good or bad fortune of a young man in the 
c;hoice of a wife is eftimated according to 
the fame rules. 

Froat 
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From thofe who contra£t mar-riages, eiv 
|ther chiefly, or in a confiderable degree, 
through motives of intereft or of ambition, 
it would be folly to expeft previous folici-* 
tude refpeding piety of heart. And it would 
be equal folly to exped that fuch marri- 
ages, however they may anfwer the pur* 
pofes of intereft or of ambition, fhould ter-: 
minate otherwife than in wretched n^efs. 
Wealth may be fecured ; rank may be ob- 
tained ; but if wealth arid rank are to be 
ipain ingredients in the cup of matrimonial 
felicity, the pure and fweet wine will bef 
cxhaufted at once, and nothing remain but 
bitter and corrofive dregs. When attach- 
mentp are fre^ from the contamination of 
fuch uawqrthy motives, it by no means 
always follows that much attention i$ paid 
to intrinfic (excellence of moral and religious 
<;hara(3:er. AfFedion, quick-fighted in dif- 
cerning, and diligent in fcrutinifing, the 
minuteft circumftances which contribute to 
jfliew whether it is met with reciprocal fince- 
rity and ardor, is, in other refpeds, pur- 
blind and inconfiderate. It magnifies good 

qualities 
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qualities which exift ; it feems to itfelf to 
perceive merits which, to other eyes, are: 
i;ivifible ; it gives credit for what it wiflira 
to difcover ; it enquires not, where it fears, 
a difappointment. It forgets that the fpirit 
of the fcriptural command ** not t;o be 
*' yoked unequally with unbelievers,'* a • 
command reiterated in other parts of holy, 
writ, may juftly be deemed to extend t0* 
all cafes, . in which there is reafon to ap* 
prehend that religion is not the great ope- 
rative principle in the mind of themati/ 
Yet on wliat grounds can a woman hope 
for the bleffing of God on a marriage con-^ 
trailed without regard to his injundlionsF 
What fecurity can fhe have for happinefs, 
as depending on the conduft of her hus- 
band, if the only foundation on which con- 
fidence can be fafely repofed, be wanting ? 
And ought fhe not, in conamon prudence, 
to confider it as wanting, until fhe is tho-^ 
roughly convinced of its exiftence ? He 
whofe ruling principle is that of fledfaft 
obedience to the laws of God, has a pledge 
to give, and it is a pledge worthy of being 

trufted| 
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frttftedy that he will discharge hi§ duty to 
his fellow-creatures, according to the difr 
ferent relations in which he may be placad. 
Evcrj other bond qf confidence is brittle 
as a thready and looks fpecious onl/ to 
prov€ delufive. A woman who receives 
for her hufband a perfon of whole moral 
jind reUgious ch^ra£):er ihe knows no more 
than that k is outwardly decent^ flakes her 
welfare upon a very hazardous experiment. 
She wl^o marries ^ man not entitled even 
to that bumble praife, in the hope of re- 
claiming him, ftakes it on an experiment 
\n whicb thipre is fcarcely a chance of her 
fuccefe. 

Among various abfurd and mifchievoui 
JefTons which young women were accuC- 
tomed in the laft age to learn from dramatic 
jeprefejitatioQS, one of the moft abfurd 
and mischievous was this : that a man of 
vicious charadter was very eafily reformed} 
and that he was particularly likely, when 
once reformed, to majce a defirable and 
f X€mplary bwCband At the coucluiion of 

almofl 
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almoft every comedy the hero of the piecei 
fignalized throughout its progrefs by qua- 
lities and conduft radically incompatible 
with the exiftence of matrimonikl happU 
nefs, was introduced upon the ftage as 
having experienced a fudden chkngc of 
heart, and become a convert, as by a mira^- 
cleyto the ways of religion and virtue. Tho 
fame prepofteroiis reformation occafionally 
finds a place id compofitions of modern 
date. The reafons which have induced 
many writers, by no means unfkilled in 
the fcience of human nature, to conftrudi 
their dramas on ^ plan fo unnatural, arc 
evident. Following the bent of his own 
contaminated mind, or folicitous only to 
fuit the tafte of a corrupted audience, "the 
author conceived immorality feafoned with 
wit to furnifh the moft copious and attrac- 
tive fund of entertainment. He formed 
his plot, drew his characters, and arranged 
bis incidents, accordingly. His cataftrophe 
was to turn on the ufual hinge, marriage. 
But though he had, without fcruple, exhi-f 
bited his hero through four entire ads, and 

three 
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three; quarters of the fifth, as unprincipled ; 
yet in the firial fcene to unite him unprin- 
fipled as he was to the lady of his wifhes, 
a lady whorn it had been found conve- 
nient to reprefent throughout the drama in 
a much more refpedable light than her 
intended hulband, was an indecorum too 
flagrant to be hazarded. For form's fake, 
therefore, it . was neceflary that a reform- 
ation, and through want of time that an 
inftantaneous reformation, ihould be fup- 

pofed to be wrought in his heart. Let the 
female fex be afTured, that whenever on the 
ftage of real life an irreligious and immoral 
young man is fuddenly found, on the eve 
of matrimony, to change his external con- 
duct, and to recommend himfelf by pro- 
feffions of a determination to amend j the 
probability that the change is adopted, as 
in the theatre, for the fake of form and 
convenience, and that it will not be durable 
after the purpofes of form and convenience 
fhall have been anfwered by it, is one of 
thofe which approach the neareft to cer- 
tainty. 

The 
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The truths which have been inculcatea 
as furnifhing the only foundation for r%-i 

tional hopes of happinefs in marriagrf 

> 

are fuch as ought to be eftablifhed in thrf 
tnind, while the afFeftioris are yet urien-« 
gaged. When the heart has received all 
impreffion^ reafon ai^s feebly or treachcf^ 
oufty. But let not the! recent impreffion 
be permitted to fink deeper, ere th^haln^ 
tUal principles and condudt of him wbd 
has made it fhall have been afcertainedi 
On thefe points in particular, points wbtdi 
a young woiriari cannot herfelf poflefe ade^ 
quate means of inveftigating, let the advictf 
and inquiries of virtuous relatives be foil- 
cited. Let not their opinions, though the? 
purport of them fhould prove unacceptable^ 
be undervalued ; nor their remonftrances^ 
if they fliould remonftrate, be conftrued ad 
unkindnefs. Let it be remembei'ed that^ 
although parental authority can never hd 
juftified in conftraining a daughter to marry 
againft her will ; there are many cafes iff 
tsrhich it may be juftified in requiring her 
to paufe. Let it be remembered that, i^ 

8 {he 
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fhe fhould unite herfelf to a man who is 
not under the habitual influence of ChriC» 
tianity, unfettled as to its principles, or care- 
lefs as to fome of its practical duties ; fhe 
has to dread not only the rifk. of perfonal 
unhappinefs from his conduct towards her^ 
but the dangerous contagion of intimate* 
example. She has to dread that his irre- 
Mgion may infedl herfelf, his unfteadinefs 
may render her unfteady, his carelefTnefs 
may teach her to be carelefs. Does, the 
fcene appear in profpedl gloomy or am- 
biguous ? Let her be wife, let her exert 
herfelf, before it be too late. It is better 
to encounter prefent anxiety, than to avoid 
it at the expence of greater and durable 
evils. And even if afFeftion has already 
acquired fuch force, as not to 4)e reprefled 
without very painful ftruggles ; let her be 
confoled and animated by the confciouf- 
nefs that the facrifice is to prevent^ while 
prevention is yet in her power, years of 
danger and of mifery ; that it is an adt not 
only of ultimate kindncfs to herfelf, but 
of duty to God ; and that eyery ad of 

humble 
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humble and perfevering duty may hope td 
receive, in a better world, a reward pro-^ 
portioned to the feverity of the trial. 1 

In a ttuiori fo Irttimate as that of matri- 
monial life thofe diverfities in temper^ ha- 
bits, and inclinations, which in a lefs clofef 
connexion might not have been diftindily* 
perceived, or would have attfaded notice 
but feldom, unavoidably fwell into import-* 
ance. Hence, among the qualifications 
which influence the probability of connu- 
bial comfort, a general fimilarity of difpo-* 
fitiou between the two parties is one of 
efpecial moment. Where ftrong afFe(9:ion: 
prevails, a fpirit of accommodation wilt 
prevail silfo. But it is not defirablc that 
the fpirit of accommodation fliould be fub-» 
jested to Jrigorous or very frequent experi* 
ments. Great difparity in age between a 
hufband and a wife, or a wide difference 
in rank antecedently to marriage, is, on 
this account, liable to be produdive of 
dlfquietude. The fprightlinefs of youth 
feems levity, and the fobriety of maturer 

years 
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years to be tia£tured with morofenefs, 
when clofely contraftcd. A fudden intro- 
du^ion to affluence, a fudden and great 
elevation in the fcale of fociety, are apt to 
intoxicate ; and a fudden reduction in out- 
ward appearance to be felt as degrading, 
lallances, however, are not very rare in 
which the force of affedion, gf good fenfe, 
and of good principles, fhews itfelf per- 
manently fuperior to the influence of caufes, 
which, to minds lefs happily attempered, 
' and lefs uiid^r the guidance of religious 
motives, prove fources of anxiety and 
vexation. 

To delude a young man by encouraging 
his attentions for the pleafure of exhibiting 
him as a conqueft, for the purpofe of ex- 
citing the affiduities of another perfon, or 
from any motive except the impulfe of 
jnutual regard, is a proceeding too plainly 
repuginant to juftice, and to delicacy of fen- 
timent, to require much obfervatibn. On 
iuch fubje£ts, even inadvertence is highly 
culpable. What, then, is the guilt of her, 

s who 
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who deliberately raifes hopes which flie is 
refolved not to fulfil ? 

There remains yet another caution re- 
lating to the prefent fubjed, which appears 
worthy of being fuggefted. A young wo- 
man, unbiafled by interefted motives, is 
Ibmetimes led to contradl a matrimonial 
engagement without fufpefting that ihe 
perhaps does not entertain for her intended 
hufband the warm and rooted afiedlion 
neceflary for the confervation of connubial 
happinefs. She beholds him with general 
approbation : fhe is confcious that there is 
no other perfon whom fhe prefers to him : 
fhe receives lively pleafure from his atten- 
tions : and fhe imagines that fhe loves him? 
with tendernefs and ardour. Yet it is very 
pofEble that fhe may be unacquainted with 

the real flate of her heart. Thoughtlefs 
inexperience, gentlenefs of difpofition, the 
quick fufceptibility of early youth, and 
chiefly perhaps the complacency which all 
perfons, whofe afFcdions are not pre-occu- 
pied, feel towards thofe who diftinguifh 

them 
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them by particular' proofs of regard, ma^ 
have excited an indiftinA partiality which 
ihe miftakes for rivetted attachment. 
Many an unhappy wife has difcovercd the 
miftake too late. 

It is highly defirable that a young wo- 
man as foon as ever ihe receives particular 
attentions from an individual of the other 
fex, fhould communicate with perfed 
opennefs the circumftance to her parents. 
And every young woman ought habitually 
to reflect, that her firft objed Ihould not 
be to be fettled in matrimonial life, but to 
be prepared to do her duty in any fituation 
in which Providence may defign her to be 
placed. 
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CHAP. XII. 

ON THE DUTIES OF MATRlJlONIAt 

LIFE. 

Among the moft important of the du-^ 
tics peculiar to the fituation of a married 
woman, are to be placed thofe arifing ikdwt 
the Influence which (he will naturally pof- 
fefs over the conduct and cbara6:er of her 
hufband. If it be fcarcely poffiWc for two 
perfons connedled by the ties of commoD 
friendfhip, to live conftantly together, or 
even habitually to pafs much time in the 
fociety of each other, without gradually 
approaching nearer and nearer in: their 
fentiments and habits ; ftili lefs probable is 
it, that from the clofeft and moft attradlive 
of all bands of union a fimilar effedl fhould 
not be the refult. The effed will be expe- 
rienced by both parties, and perhaps in aa 
equal degree* But if it be felt by one in a 

* greater 
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greater degree than by the other, it feems 
likely to be thus felt by the hufband. In 
female manners infpired by affedlion, and 
bearing at once the ftamp of modefty and 
of good fenfe, example operates with a cap- 
tivating force which few bofoms can refilL 
"When the heart is won, the judgement is 
eafily perfuaded. It waits not for the flow 
procefs of argument to prove ; that to be 
right, which it already thinks too amiable 
to be wrong. To the fafcinating charms 
of female virtue, when adorned by its 
Jiigheft embellifhment, diffidence, the Scrip- 
tures themfelves bear teftimohy/ St. Peter, 
addreiling himfelf to married women, fome 
of whom, in thofe days, had been con- 
verted to the Chriftian religion, while 
their hufbands remained yet in idolatry, 
Ipeaks in the following terms ; *^ Like- 
^' wife, ye wives, be in fubjedion to 
** your own hufbands j that if any obey 
** not the word, they alfo, without the 
** word, may be won by the converfation 
" of the wives ; while they behold your 

s J ** chafte 
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" chafte converfation coupled with fejor(^).'^ 
To every woman who, in modern timcs^ 
is unhappy enough to have a hufband 
ignorant of the evidence, unconvinced of 
the truth, regardlefe of the precepts, or 
deftitute of the genuine fpirit of Chriftianity, 
this direftion of the Apoftle indicates an ob- 
)tCt which ought to be among the neareft to 
her heart ; and at the fame time defcribes, 
with an accurate infight into the nature of 
the human mind, the methods from which, 
under the fuperintending control of Provi- 
dence, the attainment of it is to be expedledL 
But it fpeaks to married women univerfally. 
To every one who difcerns in the behaviour 
of her hufband a habit of deviation, in any 
refpecl, from the path of Chriftian recti- 
tude, it fpeaks the language of inftrudlion 
and of encouragement. If the example of 
a wife endearing herfelf to her hufband by 
" chafte converfation," by purity of man- 
ners and of condud, " coupled with fear^** 

{x) I Peter, iii, i, 2. 

united 
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united with modeft refpeft and unafluming 
mildnefS) would be thus efficacious in re* 
claiming a perfon immerfed in the darknefs 
and the immoralities of Paganifm ; fhall it 
now be without power to detach him, who 
daily beholds it, from fmaller errors ? Shall 
not the divine blefling, which heretofore 
enabled it to do fo much, enable it now to 
do what is lefs ? Its power is neither dimi- 

nifhed, nor forfaken of the divine blefling. 
It labours in fecrecy and filence, unobtru- 
five and unfeen. But it is, at this hour, 
performing its part throughout every quar- 
ter of the Chriflian world, in weaning from 
prejudices, in difTuading from vice, in fijp- 
ing the wavering, in foftening the obdurate, 
in rendering virtue and holinefs beloved, in 
difiufing peace and happinefs, and in pre- 
paring thofe on whom it operates for higher 
felicity hereafter. Women appear to be, 
on the whole, more d^fpofed to religious 
confiderations than men. They have 
minds more fufceptible of lively impref^ 
fions, which religion is pre-eminent in pro- 
ducing. They are lefs expofed than the 

s 4 other 
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Other fcx to the temptations of grofs and 
open vice. They have quicker feelings of 
native delicacy, no inconfiderable fuppoit^ 
to virtue. They are more caffly excited 
to tendernefs, benevolence, and fympaithy. 
And they are fubjeded, in a peculiar de- 
gree, to viciffitudes of health adapted to 
awaken ferious thought, and to fet before 
them the profped and the confequences of 
diflblution. The fteady glow of piety ex- 
cited in the mind of the wife has, in niim-* 
berlefs inftances, diffufed itfelf through the 
bread of the hulband. And in no in- 
ftances h^s it diSufed itfelf through hi$ 
breaft, without adding to the warmth of 
connubial afie£tion. 

But never let it be forgotten that female 
example, if it be thus capable of befriend- 
ing the caufe of religion and the intereftsf 
of moral rectitude, is equally capable of 
proving itfelf one of the moft dangerous of 
thefr foes. We are all prone to copy a 
model, though a faulty model, which is 
continually before us. When the perfons 

by 
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by whom it is exhibited are indifferent to 
us, we yet conform to it imperceptibly ; 
when they are efteetfied and loved, we are 
enihared into imitation even with open 
6yes. She who, at prefent, has no piety 
of heart, or fo far miftakes the effenceof 
Clhriftian piety as to regard it as a matter 
but of fecondary importance, knows not 
whether fhe Ihall not have to anfwer at the 
day of retribution for having betrayed her 
hufband into a negled: of his eternal wel- 
fare. She who fets the pattern of flighting 
one Chriftiah ordinance, of difobeying one 
Chriftian precept, contributes not only to 
lead her hufband into the fame fault, bat 
likewife to weaken his attachment to every 
other Cbriftian ordinance, and to impair the 
fenfe which he entertains, be it more or lefs 
ftrong, of the obligation and importance of 
the other precepts of the Gofpel. If you 
are little capable of being, in the mofl: im- 
portant points, a beneficial companion to 
your hufband, beware at leaft of being a 
noxious aflbciate. If you are unable to 
fojrward his cotirfe- in the path of virtue 

and 
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and religion ; at leaft beware that he be 
not impeded , and miiled by failings bor- 
rowed from yourlelt Be not however 
difpofed to conclude that your modeft en- 
deavours to promote his beft interefts are 
vain, *' Be not weary in well-doing," nor 
defpair. Perfevere in your exertions, for 
your huiband's fake as well as for your 
own. Unavailing as they have hitherto 
proved, at a future period they may be 
rendered by the bleffing of Providence fuc- 
cefsful. Even now, unpromifing as ap- 
pearances may be, you may have fown 
feed which, under the foftering influence 
of reflection, of ficknefs, and of forrow, 
may fpring up and bear excellent fruit 
hereafter. 

But, whatever be the influence which 
the amiable virtues of a wife may obtain 
over her hufband ; let not the confcioufnefs 
of it ever lead her to feek opportunities of 
difplaying it, nor to cheriih a wifh to in- 
trude into thofe departments which belong 
not to her jurifdidtion. Content with the 

province 
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province which reafon and revelation have 
afligned to her^ and fedulous to fulfil, with 
cheerful alacrity, the duties which they 
prefcribe ; let her equally guard againft 
defiring to poffefs undue weight over her 
hufband's conduct, and againft exercifing 
amifs that which properly belongs to her. 
Xret her remember too that the juft regard, 
which has been acquired by artlefs attrac- 
tions, may be loft by unwarrantable and 
teaiing competition. 

The love of power, congenial to the hu* 
man breaft, reveals itfelf into the two fexes 
under different forms, but with equal force* 
Hence have arifen the open cndeavoura 
fometimes difcernible on the part of wives 
of turbulent paffions^ and the oblique ma* 
chinations vifible among others of a cun- 
ning turn of mind, to carry favourite points 
againft the will of their hufbands. If we 
may give credit to the writers of comedy, 
and to the weekly or diurnal editors of pe^ 
riodical papers, at the end of the laft century 
and early in the prefent, for accurate obfer- 

vation 
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vation and juft defcription of the manners of 
their contemporaries; the grand refource, 
At that period, of a lady whofe hufband 
was cruel enough to deny her any thing on 
which ihe had fet her heart, from a London 
journey to a piece of brocade, was to fall 
into an hyfteric. The reigii of fits and 
vapours feems now to be clofed. Let not 
the difpofitions, by which it was introduced 
and upheld, be found to furvivc its fall. 
Let it ever be remembered, that fhe who 
by teafmg, by wheedling, by fineffe under 
any fhape whatever, feeks to weary or to 
deceive her hufband into confent or ac» • 
quiefcence, a£ts no lefs plainly in oppofition 
to her duty of fcriptural obedience, than 
fhe would have done had fhe driven him 
into compliance by the menaces and wea- 
pons of an Amazon. 

^^ I befeech you," faid St. Paul to his 
•Ephefian converts, " that ye walk worthy 
** the vocation wherewith ye are called j 
♦^ with all lowlinefs and meeknefs, with 
** long-fuffering, forbearing one another in 

«« lovej 
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•' love; fendqayouring to keep th^ ui^Uy of 
«' the fpirit m the bond of peace (j')." Thb 
tjumeil and ^ffe^tionat^ advice^ though orK 
ginatly feferri^ig to the general condiooft 
aad manner of life to which Chrillians are 
called, haa a propriety fingularly appofito 
when applied to the ftat^ of marriage; . Let 
every marrie!d woman regard the admo^ 
nition as though it had been pronounced 
by the Apoftle fpecially for her lake. 

To preferve unimpaired the affedions of 
her aiTociate, to convince him that, in his 
judgement of her charadter formed antece- 
dently to marriage, he was neither bUnded 
by partiality, nor deluded by artifice, will 
be the uniform ftudy of every woman who 
confults her own happinefs and the rules of 
Chriftian duty. The ftrongeft attachment 
will decline, if it fufped that it is , received 
'with diminifhed warmth. And the fufpi* 
cion will prefent itfelf to the mind of a 
hufband, who fees not in the behaviour of 



(y) Ephef. iv. 1—3. 
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his wife a continuance of that folicitude to 
render herfelf pleafing to him^ which he 
had experienced at the commencement of 
their union. The advice which has been 
publickly and ferioufly given, that a mar* 
ried woman fhould ever conceal with care 
from her hufband the extent of her affec- 
tion for him, is happily too abfurd to gaia 
many converts among women who really 
love thofe to whom they are united ; and 
too difficult to be frequently put in praAicc 
by wives of that defcription, fhould they 
blindly defire to follow it. 

Next to the attradions of virtue, the 
qualification which contributes, perhaps, 
more than any other to cherifli the tender 
feelings of regard, and to eftablifh connu- 
bial happinefs, is good temper. It is in-^ 
deed itfelf a virtue. As far as it is the mere 
gift of nature, it is not in ftriftne^s entitled 
to that appellation. But as far as it refults 
from cultivation and confcientious vigilance, 

it has a claim to the honourable diflindlion. 
Some minds are originally imbued with an 

ampler 
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ampler fhare of benevolence and kindnefs 
fhan has been infufed into others. The dif- 
ference is obvious, even in early childhood. 
Care however and exertion, founded on 
Chriftian motives, and ftrengthened by uni- 
form habit, are able both to meliorate diif- 

.pofitions already excellent, and to overcome 
the greateft inherent defedis. But if they 
on whom Providence, varying the fources 
of moral probation in different individuals, 
has beftowed fweetnefs of temper with a 
ijparing hand, be not ftrenuous and unre- 
mitting in their efforts to improve, under 

the divine blefling, the fcanty flock ; if, 
inftead of confidering a native failing as an 
intimation refpe£ling the quarter on which 
it is their efpecial duty to be on their guard, 
they convert it into an apology for cap- 
tioufnefs, peevifhnefs, and violence j what 
but domeftic mifery can be expeded ? A 
fretful woman is her own tormentor j but 
ihe is alfo a torment to every one around 
her, and to none fo much as to her hufband. 
No day, no hour is fecure. No incident is 
fo trifling, but it may be wrought up into 

4 a fa- 
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a family difturbance. The Apoftle^s ex- 
clamation, ^^ Behold) how great a matter 
•* a little fire kindleth {z)}'' is in that hppfe 
fuUy and continually exeipplified. But the 
fceoe to which, that exclamation is appli-^ 
cable, is not the fchool of conjugal affec^ 
tion. -^ Let all bitternefs, and wrath, and 
•^ anger, and clamour be put away." «< It 
•' is better to dwell in the wildernefs, than 
•* with a contentious and an angry woman^** 
" It is better to dwell in a corner of the 
" houfe-top, than with a brawling woman 
** in a wide houfe (tf).'* 

To " the ornament of a meek and qmet 
" fpirit, which in the fight of God is of 
" great price," and pofTefles an intriafic 
charm to which the bread of man caa 
fcarcely be infenfible, let there be added 
Difcretion. The value of this quality ia 
promoting and upholding matrimonial hap- 
pinefs is ineftimable. It is a quality which 

(2) James, Hi. 5. 

{a) Ephef. iv. 31. Prov. xxi. 19. xxr. 24. 
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, the Scriptures, as foreboding the frecjifeht 
i^e6t'6f it^'and.the miferable confecjuences 
ef that negled, have not overlociked. St* 
Paul,: in .his Epiftle* to Titiis, aftefr having 
dtseded that young women fliouW be ki- 
firu(f):ed " to be fober, to Ipve th^r huP* 
*Vibands^ to love. their cbil^r^n,"" enjoins 
fiirther that they ihould be taught. ^ to hi 
^^flifcrect (^)i" Difci;etion is: not one-of 
thofe virtues which come into pr^ice Only 
iatinguUr<:onjun£lures,undercircumftance9 
which, can happen feldom to th& fame In- 
dividual, and to^fome perfons may never 
occur at all. It is nota robe'of ftate^ to be 
drawn: forth ftom ids recefs on ibme day of 
feftiVityj or a poijderous cloak^-to he put 
9n to : repel the jviplenqe of a thunder- 
||ipwer«: It is to, the; jtnind what the every 
^y j:io^ing UXQ tjie bocjy, yequifite under 
•y^ryJiVKiffitude^tte health, and propriety, 
and comfort. Its fphere embraces every 
-feafod and every incident of life. . At home 
ahtf abroad, in the city and in the cduntry^ 






(*) Titus, ii. 5. 
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with intimates and with ftrangers, inbufineft 
and in leifure, it is vigilant, and adive, and 
unwearied* It enhances the utility of Tir-^ 
tue, and anticipates the allurements of 
▼ice. It attends to perfons (r) and feelingi^ 
to times, occafions, and fituations ; and 
^ abftalns ffcm all appearance of evil {d).^ 
It is worthy of being inculcated v^rith the 
more esstneftnefs on married women, be-^ 
eaufe diey appear in feveral refpe£t8 to be 
in greater danger than the iingle of being 
fed by cuftom, or hurried by inadvertenee, 
to difregaftl it* Marriage, though to^a cer- 
t^n degree a ftate of reftraint, is tK)t un-^ 
Trequ«ntly regarded as beftowing fome de^* 
firabte acceflions of liberty. The giddy 
knd the- vain^ fecured by having already 
ioHtraftecl an indiflbluble engagement fir&iri 
tfhe chafge^of beiiig on the watch to obtain 
a fettlement for life, and from the danger 






: (v) No ^vice ci>uld eaiily 1;^ more.repiignant.to di(* 
cf€iion aod common feufe, tlian that whtchhas been siveo 
to women, by at Icaft one writer of eminence, ihidiouilj 
to feek their friendflnps among perfons of the other fex. 

(J) I Theff. V. 22. 

of 
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of preventing themfelves froio obtaining 
one, often indulge themfelves without con-^ 
ccm in a freedom of manners, and a levity 
fif iOony^rfatioq, from which the fear of 
iatfurring cetifure and exciting difguft had 
pS«v|qufly taught them to refrain. Plunging 
with augmented etagernefe into the hurry of 
diilipation, and little fcrupulous'as to the fo-« 
tiety 'with which they tread, the circle of 
amufemcnts ;.they t^ke fire at each remioa- 
ftrancci of a hufband as a reflection/ on their 
charai^er, and feel the fmalleft obflacle to 
(be»ca«er of their pleafures a^.^n aflt of 
l;yrannical control. Hence, while the wife^ 
on the 011^ hand, relies on the innocence of 
her intentions^ and the huiband, oa thq 

otheiy ha^ not to charge himfelf with un* 
kindneis or auflerlty ; the fecret fjpringg 

of difquietude ' an4 grief, perhapn of in- 
diflference^ of ahenfttjon of heart and of 
incurable iifTeafionSj^ .are already opened* 
U the wife th(^ inaocent ? Unqueftion^- 
ably qot, , Adjpit |ier giddinefs and her 
yatnity, no triflip^ fubjjefls of reprehenfion, 
no light dey^atipns from Chriftian fobcr- 
r T 2 ' mind- 
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mihdednefs, to be deemed blamelefs : : ad% 
init her manners and her converfation to 
have been clear from every imputation, ex- 
cept that of thoughtlefs imprudence : a 
heavy charge will yet remain. She has 
wounded the feelings of her hufband j (he 
has expofed to rifk the warmth of his 
afie£tion ; fhe has laid herfelf open to'tlie 
infinuations of calumny'; fhe has exhibited 
a dangerous example ; fhe has trodden a 
mofl dangerous path ; fhe has hazardeld her 
own happinefs^, and that of the perfon moft 
dear to her, by a negleft^f Difcretion; But 
the giddy and the vain are not the '"only 
married- women who are found to be indi& 
creet in their manners and deportment. 

Some, whofe feelings are not very refined, 

'1 ■ * - 

,no longer take the pains to preferve their dif- 

courfe ahd behaviour from being tindlured 
with the confequences of that native defeft. 
They hfefitate not to dwell in common con- 
verfation on ads of mifcondudt and guilt; 
from thie contemplation of Which a mind bf 
innate modefty would inftaritly recoil. They 
behave tb their accpaintance of the other Tex 

with 
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the Scriptures, as foreboding the frecjueht 
Ii*gle6t of it^-and the miferable eonfec[uence3 
of that negled, have not overlocifced. St*^ 

« 

Pauljt in .his Epiftle to Titirs, aftefr having 
dtreQ:ed that young women fhouW be ki- 
ftru£ted " to be fober, to Ipve their huP* 
*• /bands^ to love their chil4r«nr,"" enjoins 
fiirther that they ihiould be taught *f to b^ 
" flifcreet (^)^" Drfci;;etioh xi not onex>f 
thofe virtues which come into pr^ice qnly 
iatingul4r<:onjun£lur.es,undercircumftance9 
which can happen feldom to the fame In- 
dividual, and to.fome petfons may never 
occur at all. It is not a robe of ftate, to be 
drawn: forth ftomife recefs on ibme day of 
fcftjvityj or a ponderous cloak^ to he put 
Qa to ..repel the jviplence of a thunder- 
ihower*: It is tO; the joiind what the every 
j^y ijio^ing i^;tQ tjiebocjy, fequifite under 
^Wry>i^iiEtude:tQ health, and propriety, 
and comfort. Its fphere embraces every 
•feafon and every incident of life. At home 
anil abroad, in the city and in thecduntry^ 
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cept of thofe who defire to promote ilii- 
warrantable freedom, or who are ignorant 
how greatly decorum of manners^contributes 
to iecure re<Stitude of condu<A. Odious as 
formality is, it were far better even to be 
deemed fomewhat formal, than a<^ually to 
be indifcreet. To imagine that marriage, 
a date which impofes new duties upon you^ 
which rea4ers the happinefs of another per- 
fon as well as your own dependent on your 
adions, fhould diminiih the obligations to 
prudence, fhould leflen the duty and the 
value of female delicacy and referve, is an 
opinion as obvioufly groundlefs as it is per- 
nicious. What can more keenly wound 
the bofom of a hulband, what can be more 
likely to deaden his a.fFedions, than to per- 
ceive his wife daily paying lefs and lefs re- 
gard to qualities, which were among thofe 
that antecedently to marriage endeared her 
to him the moft ? 

By writers, who have fuggefted many 
excellent rules of duty, and manyufeful 
ftdmouitioQS to the female fex, it has^eeu 

lo yecom^ 
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rccommendqd to womto ftudioufly to re- 
frain from (Jifcov^ring to their partners in 
marriage the fuU extent of their abilities 
md attainments. And on what grounds 
has the concealment been recommended? 
It has been recommended as a probable 
method of inducing the hufband to giv^ 
the wife credit for greater talents and know^ 
ledge than ihe po^e0es. This is not di£* 
cretion but art. It is diflimulation, it it 
deliberate itnpof^on. It is a fraud, how^ 
erer, to which happily there is no great 
encouragement. It could fcarcely be prac* 
tifed long without detedHon. And it could 
i^ot be deteded without exciting in the 
breaA of the deluded party, fuch a degree 
of difguft ^t the 4eCeitfulnefs of his ^o-^ 
oiate, as wopld overwhelm her With ihame 
atul remorfe, if flie retained a fpark of in^ 
genuouihefs, of virtue, of afiedloa. There 
is yet another motive o^ wbidt the fao^ 
advice has been ibunded* : Men^ it is faid, 
are not partial to women of ftrbtig \un4^ii- 
fta^dings. Jealoue of 'illiftt pxto-emideneb 
'«r|Hdh t^y claim Icr depth i>f refe^h 
^mA UMAtf oExjfv^dffdk.ttaf'tkifhm~}^ 

T 4 m 
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m any female, and lead of all in a ^ife^ 
the mod diflant appearance of rivalfhip.' 
Admit for a moment the obfervation to bo 
well founded. Is folly to be pretended, 
becaufe fenfe may difpleafe ? Becaufo a 
man is abfurd, jis.a woman to be a hypo* 
critc ? The obfervation, however, taken 
in the unqualified acceptation in which 
it is . commonly alleged, is by no means 
well founded. That it may be prafli-^ 
cable to fliew inftances of n^en, who are 
themfelves.fo deficient, cither in tinder* 
(landing or in rational confideration, as to 
feel mortified by thofe proofs of unafiedlcd 
intelligence in a wife, which ought to have 
placed her higher in their efteem, I acknow- 
ledge. For there is not, perhaps, any fpecies 
of wcaknefs, of thoughtleflhefs, or of pride, 
pf whiph examples may not be difcovered» 
Jn fuch cafes difcretion will, guard againft 
giving unueceflaryjoflfence. But in general it 
i$ not th? fenfe that offends. It is fome 
quality pr fomc-.difpofition by which 
t;l^e fpnfe is s^ceompaoied. It is &me iqua? 
Uty ; pi5 diijpofitio& which has no prqper 
.6fiR»6ftiQf>i:F\tb.|ha?li"^nfc. v. It is cm 
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which that fenfe ought to be employed in 
eradicating. It is one whichj if it con- 
tinue to adhere to that fenfe, adheres by 
the fault of the individual herfelf. If, con* 
fbrmably to the example heretofore ex- 
hibited in polite life at Paris, a real or fup- 
pbfed eminence in intelledtual endowments 
were generally to inflame a lady with a 
propenfity to ered: herfelf into an idol for 
the votaries of fcience and tafte to worlhip : 
were it to fill her with ambition to give au- 
dience to a levee of deiftical philofophers ; 
to fee her toilet furroundcd with wits an4 
witlings J to pronounce to th^ liftening cir- 
cle her decifion on a manufcript fonnctj 
and ta appreciate the verfification and the 
point of the laft new epigram which at 
pired to divert the town ; it would neither 
hjayc been denied nor regretted that a fe- 
male fo qualified would, in this country^ 
be deemed one of the leaift eligible of wivesi 
3uch females, however, are phjenomena 
rarely fecn ih^ the meridian of Qreat Bri- 
tiain.^^ Further; if flrength of underftanding 
iff^U woman be the iburge cff pride and felft- 
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m any female, and lead of all in a vfife^ 

the mod diflant appearance of rivalfhip. 
Admit for a moment the obfervation to be 
well founded. Is folly to be pretended, 
becaufe fenfe may difpleafe? Becaufd a 
man is abfurd, !i$ a woman to be a hypo* 
critc ? The obfervation, however, taken 
in the unqualified acceptation in which 
it is commonly alleged, is by no means 
well founded. That it may be prafli-^ 
cable to fliew inftances of men, who are 
themfelves .fo deficient, cither in iiader* 
ilanding or in rational confideration, as to 
feel mortified by thofe proofs of unafieflcd 
intelUgepce in a wife, which ought to have 
placed her higher in their efteem, I acknow- 
ledge. For there is not, perhaps, any fpecies 
of wcaknefs, of thoughtleflhefs, or of pride, 
pf which exatmples may not be difcovered» 
Jn fuch cafes difcretion will guard againft 
giving unueceflaryjoffence. But in general it 
is not th? fenfe that offends. It is fome 
.quality pjr fome ^difpofition by which 
jl^e feAfe is s^cepmpaoied. It is &me iq^ua? 
l\ty ; pii diipofitioft which has »p prQper 
j6fifi»6ftlQf>i;F\tlj:4haWi"^nfc. ..It is one 
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recommended to women ftudioufly to rc- 
fratin from difcovering to their partners m 
marriage the fuU extent of their abilities 
aod attainments* And on what grounds 
hat the concealment been recommended? 
It has been recommended as a probable 
method of inducing the hufband to gii^te 
the wife credit for greater talents and know- 
ledge than {he po^eiSes. This is not diC* 
cretion but art. It is diflimulation, it ii 
deliberate impof^on. It is a fraud, how^ 
ever, to which happily there is no great 
encouragement* It could fcarcely be prac* 
tifed long without detedlion. And it could 
i^ot be deteded without exciting i;ii the 
breaft of the deluded party, fuch a degre^ 
c£ difguft ^t the ^eceitfulnefs c£ his ^e^ 
idlate, as would overwhelm her With (hame 
atul remorfe, if flie retained a fpark of in^ 
genuouihefs, of virtue, of afiedloa. There 
is yet another motive on wliidt the fani^ 
advice has been ibunded* : Men^ it is fai4, 
sst not partial to women of ftrbtig \un4ki^ 
landings. Jealoue ofniliat pxto-emideneb 
vr\Mk t^y daiin Icr depth i>f refe^h 
wA ioliftty <iSi3iv^d^ctftf'Xht^kHK 
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fufficicncy \ if it render her manners oveiv 
bearing, her temper irritable, her prejudices 

m 

obftinate; we are not to wonder that its 
efiefts are formidable to the other fex, and 
cfpecially to him by whom they arc with 
mod frequency to be endured. But is ar-« 
rogance, is impatience of contradi&ion, i$ 
reluctance to difcern and acknowledge 
error, the neceflary or the ufual fruit of 
ftrong fenfe in the female mind ? Undoubt-t 
edly not. In the mind where fenfe pro- 
duces, that fruit, fomething far more Tar» 
luable than a powerful underflandisg is ^ 
wanting. Let talents be graced with fitn- 
plicity, with good humour, and with fc* 
minine modefty, and there will feldom be 
found a hulband whofe heart they will AOt 
warm with delight. 

But if a fund* of good fenfe, larger than 
is commonly the lot of an individual, be 
allowed not to be unacceptable in a wife ; 
yet wit, we are told, is a qualification which 
almoft every hufband difapproves in his 
partner. In this inftance, as well as in that 

which 
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which has recently been 'confidered, com- 
mon opinion appears not to do complete 
juftice to men. If wit be continually exer- 
cifed in ridicule and fatire ; if it nourifli 
ab itch to fhine in cdnverfation ; if it Simu- 
late the pofTeflbr to aim at the manners 
and reputation of what is called a woman 
of fpirit ; if it indifpofe her to retirement^ 
to improving purfuits, and to the pleafures 

of calm and unaffected difcourfe : is it won- 
derful that the hufband fhould regret that 
it had been granted to his aflbciate ? Y^t it 
is not the wit that he diflikes, but the abufe 
of it J the vanity, the ambition, the for- 
ward demeanour, and the farcaftic fpiric 
by which it is accompanied. Let the wit 
be diveded of thefe cafual appendages ; let 
it be charafterifcd by gentlenefs and nao«- 
defty ; let it be exhibited only in the play-^ 
ful (allies of good nature ; and (he who is 
endowed with it will commonly find, that 
it holds in her hufband's efteem a due place 
among the attra^ions by which flie is en- 
4tfared to him* But it is not to be con- 
cealed, that among women, no lefs than iq 
t^c eth^r fex^ there are indiTiduais who 

deem 
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deem, themfelves poffefled of this attradiibh/ 
when in fa£t they have it not. If what a" 
wife conceives to he wit ought to bear the 
i^ame, of flippancy and of pertnefe ; her huf- 
band may be^ pardoned, though it (hould 
not fill him with rapture. If the dread of- 
her breaking forih, in company, into a rat- 
tie of nonfenle and affedation * keep him*^ 
perpetually fitting on thorns'; he may be 
pardoned, though he (hould wifli that his* 
wife had limited her defire of mental at- 
tainments to the region of common fenfe. 

There is an apprehenfion which is not 
unfrequently feen to obtrude itfelf on the. 
minds of men, when fpeculating on the 
queftion, whether it be defirable to be united 
to a woman of extraordinary abilities and 
acquifitions J and is the more worthy of" 
notice, as experience has fometimes proved- 
it to be juft. While the heart is yet unoc*- 
cupied, caution, looking to the fphere cf 
domeftic ceconomy, draws a formidable pic-' 
ture of a learned and philofophic wife^ It* 
reprefents her as one, from whom due at-- 
tention to houfehold affairs- will be expected 

in 
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tn vein. It pi(9tufe$ her 2Ps immerfed in 
ber tlofet, and fecluded in abftraftion ^ or 
(allying forth from her books only to ^a- 
gage in literary difquifitions, and to ftun 
her wearied mate with fonorous periods 
^nd. cumbrous teriTiv^; of fcience. It afks 
jvhat ground there is for hoping that Ihe 
will d^fc^nd jTrom mental elevation to the 
Cpncerns- of common life, and the vulgar 
dietails of iistmily management ; or that, fhe 

* 

will be . capable of adminiftering affairs 
which fhe has never ftudied, and mufl af^ 
furedly defpife ? That women may addid 
themfelvea ; tq folUudc: and fludy, until 
they cpntra<$ habits and a turn of miijid 
yrhich unfit .them for the fpher^. of raatrx* 
monial Ule,\iiS: not to be denied. The lyim- 
ber howeygr o£ ladies of thjis^ defcriptJou 
(Joes . ftst' appear likely to fwell to fuch, aa 
pxcefs; as . to alarm the other fex wjth.the 
profpe<£^r<)f.rgreatly na^ovving the circle 
&019 iwhidh partners for the connubial flate 
ar<g to b(^f^ed;ed. It r^tuftalfq be admitted^ 
that-, the^ W^"^ profound refearches of phi- 
ofophy and learning are not the purfuits 
jnofl improving- 16 tlie Tertale mind, and 

mofl 
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moft congenial tp its natural occupations* 
But if we fpeak of intelligent and well-in- 
formed women in general, of women, who, 
without becoming abforbed in the depths 
of erudition, and lofing all efteem and all 
relifh for focial duties, arc diftinguifhed by 
a cultivated underftanding, a poliflied tafte, 
and a memory ftored with ufeful and cl^ 
gant information j there appears^ no reafoa 
to dread from the pofleffiort of tbefe ecb- 
dowments a neglect of the duties- of the 
miftrefs of a familyw" '. • 



/ 



To fuperintend the various te'anches of 
domcftic management, or, ad ' St. Pan! 
briefly and emphatically exprefles the fame 
office, ** to guide the houfe f^),'* is the in-i 
difpenflblc duty of a married woman. No 
mental endowments fumifh an e^eemption 
from it ; no plea of improving purfults and 
literary pleafures cstn excufe the negleft of 
it. The talk muft be executed either by 
the mailer or the miftrefs of the houfe : 
"and reafon and fcriptrrrc concur itf affixing 

f^). J Tioj. ¥• 14. 

it 
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it unequivocally to the latter. Cuftom aHbi 
which in many inllances prefumes to decide 
in plain contradidlion to thefe fovereiga 
rules of life, has, in this point, fo generally 
conformed to* their determination, that a 
hufband Who fh6uld perfonally dired the 
pfoceediiigfe 6f the houfekeej5er and the 
cook, and ifa^rudc *kito the petty arrange- 
ments of daily oecbnoftiyV^would appear in 
all eye^ e«eept his own, nearly as ridicii^ 
k)us as if be were tp:affume to himfelf the 
habilimients of his wife, or to occupy his 
mornings with her needles. and work-bags* 
it is tfue ncverthclefs, that, in executing this 
o£Ece, a wife is: to cohfult the wifhes of ter 
hlifbaod;- and in proportion to thciihagai- 
tude of aoy .particUku; points, to : anJi rhe 
iBdOve iludioufly |(ccording to his ideas 
rather than her own; The duty of obc- 
^enc^.on her part, extends:tot^e province 
(xf guiding the houfe no lefs than to tjbe 
other branches of her conduit. 



•> 



V Are you then the miftrefs of a fiimily ? 
Fulfil the charge for which you arc rcfpoo- 
£ble« -^ Attempt ^ot .to transfer your pros- 
per 
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per occupation to a favourite maid, how-» 
ever tried may be her fidelity and her ikill* 
To confide implicitly in fetvants, is the way 
to render them undeferving of confidence* 
If they be already negligent or diihoneft, 
your remiflhefs encourages their faults, 
while it continues your own lofs and in- 
convenience. If their iategrity be unfuUied, 
they arc ignorant of the priftciples by 
which your expences ought to be regu- 
lated ; ^nd will ad for you on other prin-« 
ciples, which, if you were cooTcious of 
them, you ought to difapprove. They 
know not the amount of your hufband^d 
income, nor of his debts, nor of his other 
incumbrances ; nor, if they knew all thefe 
things, could they judge what part of his 
revenue may reafonably be expended in-the 
departments with which they are concerned. 
They will not refleft that fmall degrees of 
wafte and extravagance, when they could 
eafily be guarded againft, are criminal j 
nor will they fufpeft the magnitude of the 
film to which fmall degrees of wafte 
and extravagance, frequently repeated^ 
will accumulate in the courfe of the year. 

They 
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They will confider the credit of your chiaii* 

raAer as intruded to them ; and will cosh 

cMt«,. that they* uphold it by profufiom 

TTie larger your family is, the greater will 

be the annual portion of your expenditure^ 

which will, by thefe means, be throwa 

$JW^y» And if your ample fortune incline 

you to regard the fum as fearcely wor^tfe 

the little trouble which would have been 

required to prevent the lofe j corifider the 

extent of good which it might have accom- 

pliihedy had it been employed in feeding 

the hungry and clothing the naked. ^ Be 

Regular in requiring, and punctual in 

e:saraining, your weekly accou^l.s; Be 

frugal withotif parfimony ; fave, that you 

may diftribute^ Study the craufort of all 

under your roof^ . even of the humblefLin-^ 

bal)itant of the kitchen. Pinch not the 

iinferidr part of the family to provide 

againft the coft of a day of fplendon Con^ 

fl4fcf the welfare of the fervants of your 

own fej5 2ii particularly comnaitted to you. 

Biteourage them in religioo, tod be aftive 

HI furnifyng thein with the means of 

ttftitudtoo. hiUJh&LV .number be fully 

-r ::: U adequate 
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cept of ihofe who defire to promote liil- 
warrantable freedom, or who are ignorant 
how greatly decorum of manneracontributes 
to fecure rectitude of condudt. Odious as 
formality is, it were far better even to be 
deemed fomewhat formal, than actually to 
be indifcreet. To imagine that marriage, 
a ftate which impofes new duties upon you^ 
which renders the happinefs of another per- 
fon as well as your own dependent on your 
ai^ions, fhould diminifh the obligations to 
piiidence, fhould leflen the duty and the 
value of female delicacy and referve, is an 
opinion as obvioufly groundlefs as it is per- 
nicious. What can more keenly wound 
the bofom of a hufband, what can be more 
likely to deaden his a.fFe£tions, than to per- 
ceive his wife daily paying lefs and lefs re- 
gard to qualities, which were among thofe 
that antecedently to marriage endeared her 
to him the moft ? 

By writers, who have fuggeftcd many 
excellent rules of duty, and many ufeful 
admonitions to the female fex, it has been 

10 recom^ 
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recommended to women ftudioufly to re«- 
fwin from difcovering to their partners in 
mitrriage the fbU extent of their abilities 
aod attainiQents. And on what grounds 
hat the concealment been recommended ? 
It has been recommended as a probable 
method of inducing the hufband to giv^ 
the wife credit for greater talents and know^ 
ledge thaa ihe po^eiTes. This is not dif- 
cretion but art. It is diflimulatien^ it ii 
deliberate jtmpofition. It is a fraud, how^ 
erer^ to which happily there is no great 
encouragement. It could fcarcely be prac* 
tifed long without detedHon. And it could 
not be deteded without exciting i;n the 
breaft of the deluded party, fuch a degree 
c£ difguft at the deceitfulnefs of his afle«- 
(MXty as would overwhelm her With Siame 
and remorfe, if (he retained a fpark of in* 
gemiouihefs, of virtue, of affe^ion. There 
is yet aapther motive o^ whidi the famit 
audrice has beea ibunded* -^ Men, it is fai4, 
' ore not partifal to women of ilrOiig \UQ4et^ 
^a^dings. Jealous 'of 'i&at pite-etnitieneb 
'V9^k ^y daiiu 4fr depth i>f refe^o^h 
«i4i fbliftty of.ij«dgeiliettlt^.th«yt.^«tf>«M^ 

T 4 in 
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HI any female, and lead of all in a vvife^ 
the mod diftant appearance of rivalfhip.' 
Admit for a moment the obfervation to bo 
well founded. Is folly to be pretended, 
becaufe fenfe may difpleafe? Becaufe a 
man ia abfurd, 9$ a woman to be a hypo* 
crite ? The obfervation, however, taken 
in the unqualified acceptation in which 
it is. commonly alleged, is by no means 
well founded. That it may be pri&w 
cable to ihew inftances of men, who are 
themfelv.es .fo deficient, either in iiaderr 
{landing or in rational confideration, as to 
feel mortified by thofe proofs of unaffedied 
intelligence in a wife, which ought to hav« 
placed her higher in their efteem, I acknow- 
ledge. For there is not, perhaps, any fpecies 
of weaknefs, of thoughtleflhefs, or of pride, 
jDf wbiph exjimpleJs may not be difcoveredf 
In fuch cafes difcretion will guard againft 
giving unaeceflaryjDflfence, But in general it 
i^ not the fenfe that offends. It is fomc 
quality pr fomc ^difpofition by which 
'|;l^e fisixfe is j^ccompaoied. It is Ibme q.uar 
Htypii diijpofitioti which has »p prqper 

.6WM^Qf>x;vr^th^*haui"^nfc. -.It is one 
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which that fenfe ought to be employed in 
eradicating. It is one which^ if it con« 
tinue to adhere to that fenfe, adheres by 
the fault of the individual herfelf. If, con- 
formably to the example heretofore ex- 
hibited in polite life at Paris, a real or fup- 
pbfed eminence in intelledual endowments 
were generally to inflame a lady with a 
propenfity to eredt herfelf into an idol for 
the votaries of fcience and tafte to worfhip : 
were it to fill her with ambition to give au- 
dience to a levee of deiftical philofophers ; 
to fee her toilet furrounded with wits and 
witlings J to pronounce to th^ Hftening cir- 
cle her decifion on a manufcript fonnetj 
and to appreciate the verfification and the 
point of the laft new epigram which at 
pi red to divert the town ; it would neither 
baye been denied nor regretted that a fe- 
male fo qualified would, in this country^ 
be deemed one of the lead eligible of wives. 
Such females, however, are phenomena 
rarely fecn in^ the meridian of Great Bri- 
tain.^ Further ; if flrength of underftanding 
\^^ woman ^€1 the iburqe of pride and felfr 

r fuffi. 
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fufficicncy \ if it render her manners oveiv 
bearing, her temper irritable, her prejudices 
bbilinate; we are not to wonder that its 
cffefts are formidable to the other fex, and ' 
cfpecially to him by whom they arc with 
moft frequency to be endured. But is ar^* 
rogance, is impatience of contradiction^ is 
reluctance to difcern and acknowledge 
error, the neceffary or the ufual fruit of 
ftrong fenfe in the female mind ? Undoubt-* 
cdly not. In the mind where fenfe pro- 
duces that fruit, fomething far more Tar* 
luable than a powerful imderftandiog is' 
wanting. Let talents be graced with fim- 
plicity, with good humour, and with fc* 
minine modefty, and there will feldom be 
found a hufband whofe heart they will not 
warm with delight. 

But if a fund' of good fenfe, larger than 
is commonly the lot of an individual, be 
allowed not to be unacceptable in a wife ; 
yet wit, we are told, is a qualification which 
almoft every hufband difapproves in his 
partner. In this inftance, as well as in that 

which 
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which has recently been 'confidered, coto- 
mon opinion appears not to do complete 
juftice to men. If wit be continually exer- 
dfed in ridicule and fatire ; if it nourifh 
ain itch to fhine in cdnverfation ; if it ftimu- 
late the poiTefSDr to aim at the manners 
and reputation of what is called a woman 
of fpirit J if it indifpofe her to retirement, 
to improving purfuits, and to the pleafures 
of calm and unaffected difcourfe ; is it won* 
derful that the hulband fhould regret that 
it had been granted to his affociate ? Y^t it 
is not the wit that he diflikes, but the abufe 
of it J the vanity, the ambition, the for- 
ward demeanour, and the larcaftic fpirit 
by whichi it is accompanied. Let the wit 
be divefted of thefe cafual appendages ; let. 
it be chara£terifcd by gentlenefs and ©o*^ 
dieily ; let it be exhibited only in the play- 
ful fallies of good nature ; and (be who is 
endowed with it will commonly find, liiat 
i^ holds in her hufband^s efteem a due place 
among the attractions by which ilie is en- 
44ared to him. But it is not to be con- 
cealed, that among women, no lei^ than iq 
t^c eth^]^ fex^ there are iniiiTiduals who 

deem 
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deem, themfelves poffefled of this attradibh,* 
when in fa£t they have it not. If what a 
wife conceives to be wit ought to bear the 
xjame. of flippancy and of pertnefs ; her huf- 
band may be^ pardoned^ though it fhoiild 
not fill him with rapture. If the dread of 
her breaking for^h, in company, into a rat- 

• • • 

tie of nonfenle and affedation * kieep him"^ 
perpetually fitting on thorns'; he may be' 
pardoned, though Ite fhould wifh that his' 
wife had limited her defire of mental at- 
tainments to the region of common fetife. 

There is an apprehenfion which is not 
unfrequently feen to obtrude itfelf on the 
minds of men, when fpeculating on the 
queftion, whether it be defirable to be united 
to a woman of extraordinary abilitres and 
acquifitions ; and is the more worthy of 
notice, as experience has fometimes proved^ 
it to be juft. While the heart is yet unoc*- 
cupied, caution, looking to the fphere <^{' 
domeftic ceconomy, draws a formidable pic-' 
ture of a learned and philofophic wife* It' 
reprefents her as one, from whom due at- 
tention to houfehold affairs- will be expei^ed 

iu 
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in vein. It pi(Stufes her 2Ps immerfed in 
ber tlofet, and fecluded in abftraftion ^ or 
(ally^ng^ forth from her books only to en- 
gage in literary difquifitions, and to ftun 
her wearied mate with fonorous periods 
^nd . cumbrous terms of fcience. _ It aiks 
jvhat ground there is for hoping that Ihe 
will xkfcend _from mental elevation to the 
CiOnciBrnS'- of common life, and the vulgar 
d^etails of family management ; or that.fhe 
will be. capable of adminiftering affairs 
which fhe has never ftudied, and muft aC- 
furedly defpife ? That women may addid 
themfelvea to folitudc: and ftudy, until 
they cpntra<$ habits and a turn of miijid 
yrhich unfit .them for the fpher^ of raatri* 
mpniaL life,' is not to be denied. The lyim- 
ber h(;):¥^eyer of ladies of thjis defcriptiou 
fjoe^ QQtv^ppear likely to fwell to fuch an 
excefs; as. to alarm the other fex with .the 
profpe<£^r<)f,r greatly narjrowing the circle 
from whidh partners for the connubial ftate 
arc; to b(^f^eded. It mull alfq be admitted^ 
that. the xzvor^ profound refearches of phi- 
lofophy and learning are not the purfuits 

.^loft improvin^'t6 die Tecftale mind, and 

moft 
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moft congenial to its natural occupations. 
But if we fpeak of intelligent and well-in* 
formed women in general, of women, who, 
without becoming abforbed in the depths 
of erudition, and lofing all efteem and all 
relifh for focial duties, arc diftinguifhcd by 
a cultivated underftanding, a poliflied taftc, 
and a memory ftored with ufeful and ti^ 
gant information ; there appears no reafos 
to dread from the pofleffiort of tbefe en- 
dowments a neglect of the duties^ of the 
miftrtfs of a family/ '. - 



I 



To fuperintend the various branches of 
domcftic management, or, aiS'St. Paul 
briefly and emphatically exprefles the fame 

r 

office,- ** to guide the houfe (^),'* is the in* 
difpenllble duty of a married woman. No 
mental endowments fumifh an e^eemption 

« 

from it ; no plea of improving putfuits and 
literary pleafures can excufe the negleft of 
in The talk muft be executed either by 
the mailer or the miftrefs of the houfe : 
"and reafpn and fcripturc concur in affixing 

<<).iX Tin. V. 14. 

it 
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it unequivocally to the latter. Cuftom bKo^ 
wliich in many inllances pr efumes to decide 
ki plain contradidlion to thefe fovereiga 
rules of life, has, in this point, fo generally 
conformed to ' their determination, that a 
hufband Who fhould perfonally dire(9r the 
pf<)ceedidg^ 6f the houfekeep'er and the 
cook, afid rtitrudc *kito the petty arrange- 
Iftent^ of daily oect)nbftiyV"Wduld appear in 
air eye^ -exeept his own, nearly as ridicii^ 
k)us asif be were to":affuine to himfelf the 
habilimeiits of his wife, or to occupy his 
mornings with her needles and wprkrhags. 
it is ti'tw ncverthdefs, that, in executing this 
o£Ece, a wife is: to cohfult the wifhes of ter 
h\ifbaod;^ and' in proportion to thciihagni- 
tude of aoy .particular points, toanJ^rhe 
SQOre iludioufly |(ccording to his ideas 
rather than her own; The duty of obc- 
^nc^ on her part, extendi^;tot^e province 
<4i guiding the houfe nolefs than to tjbe 
other branches of her conduft, 

'J Are you then the miftrefs of a ^imiiy ? 
fulfil the charge for which you arc rcfpoo- 
£ble« ' Attempt ^ot. to transfer your pros- 
per 
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per occupation to a favourite maid, hdW-» 
ever tried may be her fidelity and her fkill* 
To confide implicitly in fervants, is the way 
to render them undeferving of confidence* 
if they be already negligent or diihoneft, 
your remiflhefs encourages their faults, 
* while it continues your own lofs and in* 
convenience. If their integrity be unfuUied, 
they arc ignorant of the prioxriples by 
which your expences ought to be regu- 
lated ; and will a£t for you on other prin-* 
ciples, which, if you were cooicious of 
them, you ought to difapprove. They 
know not the amount of your hufband'^ 
income, nor of his debts, nor of his other 
incumbrances ; nor, if they knew all thefe 
things, could they judge what part of his 
revenue may reafonably be expended in -the 
departments with which they are concerned. 
They will not refleft that fmall degrees of 
wafte and extravagance, when they could 
eafily be guarded againft, are criminal ; 
uor will they fufpeft the magnitude of the 
fum to which fmall degrees of wafte 
and extravagance, frequently repeated^ 
will accumulate in the courfe of : the year« 

They 
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They will Gonfider the credit of your chia^ 
raAer as intruiled to them ; and will cotw 
ctxtCy that dicy* uphold Jt by profufiom 
The larger your family is, the greater will 
be the annual portion of your ex{>eiiditure^ 
wbieh will, by thefe means, be throwa 
4^aty. Alid if your ample fortune incline 
you to regard the fum as fcarcely wor,tl> 

the little trouble which would have been 
required to prevent the lofs ; corifidet the 
extent of good which it nlight have accom- 
pliihed, had it been employed in feeding 
the hungry and elothihg the . naked. - Be 
tegular in requiring, and pun(3ual in 
e:i^amining, your weekly accoujijsV Be 
frugal without parfimouy ; fave, that you 
may diftribute; Study the comfort of all 
under your roof^ . even of the humbleiLin- 
babitant of the kitchen. Pinch not the 
|nferi6r part of the family to provide 
againft the coft of a day of fplcndor. Con^* 
fl4^,i; the welfare of the fervants of your 
o^H fejc 2ii particularly committed to you. 
Bitcourage them in religiba, and be afUve 
m furnifiyng theto with the means of 
»ftjKtiidioiS. hifiAiidv .number be $u\lj 

u adequate 
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adequate to the work which they have to 
j)erfGrrii; but let it not be fwelled either 
from a love of parade or from blind induU 
gence, to an extent which is needlefs. In 
thofe ranks of. life where the mind is not 
acGuftonied to continued refledion, idlenefs 
is a never-failing fource of folly and of 
vice. FoFjget-n6t to indulge them at fit 
feafons with vifits to their friends,; nor 
grudge the piiins of contriving opportuni* 
ties for the indulgence. Let not one ty- 
rannife ovfer another* In hearing coitt- 
plaints, be patient; in inquiring into faults, 
be candid J- in reproving, be temperate and 
unruffled. Let not your kindnefs to the 
meritorious terminate when they leave your 
houfe; but reward good condu£t in them, 
^nd encourage it in others, by fubfequent 
a£fcs of benevolence adapted to their cir- 
cumftapces. Let it be your refolution, 
when called upon to defcfibe the charafters 
'of fervants who have quitted your family, 
to ad: confcientioufly towards all the par- 
ties interefted, neither aggravating nor diA 
guifmg the truth. And never let arty one 
of thofe whofe qualifications are to-be 
• - lo - jinen* 
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toentioned, nor of thofe who apply for the 
account/'find you feduced from your pur- 
pofe.by partiality or by refentment. 

« 

There is fometimes feen in families an 
inmate, commonly a female relation of the 
mafter or of the miftrefs of the houfe, who, 

though admitted to live in the parlour, is^ 
in truth, an humble dependent, received 

« 

cither from motives of charity, or for the 
fake of being niade liibful inthecondu^t pf 
domefti'c afFairt/J iy^^ of • being- ai -compaiuon 
to-hef*pr6tetftrefe-when the latter is not 
ctherwife engaged or amufed. Have y<5u 
fuch* an inmate ? Let your behavioiSr to 
her be fuch a^ Ad ought to experience, 
pretend not" to tall her fritnd, while you 
treat ^her as a drudge. If ficknefs, or in- 
firmity, or a fuddeh preflfure of occupation, 
difqualify you froifi perfonally attending 
in detail to the cutemary affairs of your 
ho'ufehold, avail yaurfelf of her afliftance. 
But feek it not from an indolent averfion 
to trouble^' nor from a hjlughty wifh to rid 
yburfelf of the employment While you 
' -• ua * have 
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have recourfe to it, receive it as an afit df 
kindnefs, not as the conftraincd obedience 
of an upper fervant. Teach the inferior 
parts of your family to refpedt her, by 
refpeQing her yourfelf. Remember the 
awkwardnefs of her fituation, and confult 
her comfort. Is fhe to look for friends 10 
the kitchen, or in the houfekeeper^s room ? 
Ifou exprefs furprife ai the impropriety of 
the fuppoTition. Is (he to live an infuhrted 
beii^ undier your roof? Your benevolence 
revolts at the idea. Admit h^r then aol 
merely to the formalities, but to th^ lie^ 
dem and genuine fatisfadions of intcr^ 
^urfe. Tempt her not, by a referved dp-* 
meanour, perpetually reminding her of the 
obligations which fhe is unfortunate enough 
to owe you, to echo your opinions!^ to 
crouch to your humours, to a£t the part 
of a diiTembler. If fexvile.afliduities apd 
fawning compliances be the means by 
which flie is to ingratiate herfelf, bluih for 
your proud and unfeelir\g hpart. Is it the 
part of friend(<hip, of liberal protedtion, to 
harafs her with difficulties, to enfnare her 

fmcerity, 
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Oncerity, to eftablifh her in the petty arts 
of cunning and adulation ? Rather difmift 
her vnth fome fmall pittance of bounty to 
fearch in obfcurity for an honed main« 
tenance, than retain her to learn hypocrify 
and to teach you arrogance, to be^rorrupted 
and to corrupt. 



\ 



In aU the domeftic expences which are 
wholly, or in part, regulated by your opi* 
nion^ beware, that,, while you pay a decent 
regard to your luiiband's rank in fociety, 
^ou ai:^ not huccied into oflentaition and 
prodigafity : by > vanity lurking in your 
breaft. Examine yoiur own motives to the 
jbottom. Do you fed an inward, fenfatlon 
0f un-eatinei^ whcnsone of your neighbours 
i«i reported to maintabi a table more ele- 
gant than your own^ to fiirpafs you in the 
'jiuilifber )0f fcrvantfi^.or in thrtoftlinefs of 
ihcir liveries.? Do yciu fed &)licitou8 for 
i|a additional carriage on hearing that the 
eqaifMigd of an acquaintance Has recently 
iMi^al:^ciilarged?\ Aare i^ou ^^er to' ne'wr 
fiiied^l oc J9 diecoi^e.a room a&e(h) when 
; ij y 3 neither 
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neither ufe nor propriety requires the al- 
teration, becaiife a iimilar ftep has beeti 
adopted in a manfion in your vicinity? 
Do yoii difcard handfoftie furniture before 
it Jias rendered half the fervice of which 
it was capable, becaufe fome frivolous lady 
can no longer bear the fight (if the chairs 
and the window-curtains which have re- 
mained two or three tedious years in her 
drawing-room ? Then youf profeflipns of 
being only defirous- to do* what is requifite 
in: your ftation are m6f«' pri^tfences to de- 
ceive othersyor proofs-thatyou are igndi 
rant of yourielf. vYouvare lavifii,. 'vain^ 
proud, emulous, ambitious ; you are dfc- 
fedive in fome of the firft duties of a wife 

and of a Chriftian; In*ftead of fquan:der- 
ing, in extravagance and ]parade, that pro- 
perty which ought partly to have beeA re^ 

ferved in /tore ^for the future benefit of 
your ofFs|)ring, and partly 'to have been 
liberally beftowed.for the prefent advantage 
pf thofe whom relationfhip or pcrfonal me- 
rit, pr the general claims. which' diftrefe has 
upon fuch a3 are capable of temoving-it, 

entitle 
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entiricito your bounty ; let it be your con- 
ftarif aim to obey -die fcriptural precepts of 
fobriety and nioderatibn ; let it be your 
delight to fillfil every office of unaffefted 
benevolence. ' Pifture to y ourfelf the diffi^ 
culties, the calamities, the final, ruin, in 
which tradeiTmen, with thpir vnves and 
children, are frequently involved, even by 
the delay of ^payifients due to them from 
families to which they have not dared 
to refufe credit. Su^je<S not 'youtfelf in 

the'fight of God 'to the charge of being ac- 

' • - . . . 

ceflary to fuch miferies. Guard by every 
becoming method of amiable reprefenta- 
tion and perfuafion, if circumftances fhould 
make them neceflary, and there is a prof- 
pedt of this' being taken in good part, the 
man to whom you are united fifom contri- 
buting to fuch miferies either by profufion 
* •....,♦ . . 

or by inadvertence.' Is he carelefs as to the 
infpedion of his affairs ? Endeavour to 
open his eyes to the dangers of negledt and 
procrafti nation. Docs '^ he anticipate fu- 
ture, perhaps contingent, refou^ces ? Gently 
awaken him to a convidion of his criminal 

u 4 impru- 
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imprudence. Encourage him, if he ftand 
in need of encouragement, in vigilant but 
not avaricious forefigbt s in the pra£Uce 
of enls^rged and never-failing charity. If 
your huiband, accuftomed to acqi^irf 
money by profeflional exertions, fhoOld 
become too little inclined to impart fredy 
what he has laborioqfly earned ; fuggeft to 
him that one of the inducements to labour, 
addrefled to him by an Apoftle, is no other 
than this, " that he may have to give to 
** him that needeth (/*)/* If his extenfive 
intercourfe with the world, familiarifing 
him to inftances of merited or of pretende4 
diftrefs, have the efFed of rendering him 
fomewhat too fufpicious of deceit, fome-. 
what too fevere towards thofe whofe miA 
fortunes are, in part at leaft, to be afcribed 
to themfelves ; remind him that " God is 
" kind to the unthankful and the evil (^)." 
Remind him that what confcience may 
require to be withheld from the unworthy, 
ought to be dedicated to the relief of indi- 

(/) Ephef. iv. 2'8. ' {g) Luke, vi. 35. 

gent 
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gent d^fert Win him qonftantly and prac- 
tically to ** remember the word3 of the 
** Lor4 Jefu5 ; bow h« faid, ** It is . apr^ 
** blefled to give than to receive (j^)/' 

Women, who have been raifed by mar- 
riage to the pofleifion of pank and opulence 
unknown to them before, are frequently 
the moft oftentatious in their proceedings. 
Yet a wiQderate fhare of penetration might 
have taught them to read^ in the example 
of others, the ill fuccefs of their own 
fchemes to gain refpedl by difplaying their 
elevation. AH fuch attempts fharpen the 
difcernment and quicken the refearches of 
envy ; and draw from obfcurity into pub^ 
lig notice th^ drcumftances which pride 
and pomp are labovtrioj^ to bury in obli- 
vion. . , 

The want of tlie fedatenefs of charadler. 

.1 * 

which Chrifti^nity requires ip all women, 
is in a married wonian, doubly reprehen- 
fil^le. \i^ now that ygu are entered into 

(1) A^ JO. 95,, 

connubiat 
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- r> * 

connubial life, you difcloTe in your drefe 
proofs of vanity and affeftation, or plunge 
hea^ong info the wild hurry of amufe- 
ments ; . the -cenfiire which you- deferve is 
greater than it would be, were you fingle. 
Any approach towards thofe indelicate 
faftiions in attire, which levity and fliame- 
leflhefs occa'fioiially introduce, would for 
the fame reafon be even more blameablein 
you now than heretofore. The general 
fubjiefts of drefs and amufements have 
occupied fo much attention in the preced* 
ing pages, that it is unneceflary fo dilate 
upon them heris. There is, however!, ohe 
point which* requires a few wordfsl It Usl 
common obfervation that thofg women, 
who in public are moft addided to finery^ 
in drefsr, are iii private the greateft flat- 
terns. Let the dread of verifying it con- 
tribute in its reafonable degree to extineuifh 
the propenfity^to *finery in your breajft. 
Remember 'that any difgufting habit on 
your part wi^l bTtKe more ofTenfive to your 
hufband, on'accouiif of the clofenefs of the 
union fubfifting between you, 

St, 
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St. Paul, among various admonitipM re- 
lating to married women in.pardfular, en- 
foxices on- them thq duty of being " kcep- 
** ers at home (i)!V .The precept, in its 
application to modern times, may be cfon- 
fidered as having a two-fold reference. It 
may i:efpefl: Ihort vifits paid to acquaint- 
ance§ and friends in t-bte,. vicinity of your 
re^dqncej, ; or excurfionsa which require an 
abfence of confiderable duration. In the 
remarks about to be offered, 1 mean not to 
allude to vifits jpr e^ccurftpne, which are un- 
dertaken an'fijLoccafions.firQpi bcnevoIenQc 
to neighbours, who are m.^aflElidiion, from 
confiderations of perfojptal Ijcalth' (^), or 

. . frpm 

[h) Yet it may not be unneccflary to oblerve that, when 
a' previous 'difptJfifion to rambling cxifts, It fometimcs 
prefies^motiveeof health into the^ervide of inclination in 
4fhmanner pot altogether warrantable :.aud thaty ev^n.ia 
per roll s who are att^^ohed to (heir o wq hoip es^the r eaf onablc 
attention which is due to health is feen occafionally to cie- 
vkte into the abfurdities of whim and folly, abfurdities 
•which gain ftrengJth from every indulgence. << It id fur^ 
^'prifing," faid Dr. Johnfon, Mhow people will gotoadiirr 
•<< tance forwhat they may have at home. I knew a Ltdy 
f < who came pp from Lincolnlhire to Kni^t(bridge with 

^^ one 
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from any other urgent motive of duty and 
utility. I fhall fptiak of fuch only as are 
nearly or altogether fpontaneous ; of vififs 
iTehich are made in the common inter* 
courfe of fociety, and of journics which 

arife from curiofity and the profpeS of en- 
tertainment. Of thefe voluntary abfences 
from home, each kind is propier in its fea* 
fon, each culpable and pernicious in its 
excefl. 

Formerly, when thie want of turnpike 
roads and of other accommod^ttons, now 
univerfal, preclifded families in the fame 
diftridl from vifiting each other, except on 
long previous notice, and rendered each 
vifit an objeiSl of almoft as much folicitude 
and preparation as now precede a fafhion- 
able trip to the Continent ; what was the 
refult? StifFnefs of manners, arrogant pomp, 
prejudices never to be removed, and anx- 

'* one of ker daughters, and gave fire guineas a week for 
^ a lodging ^nd a warm bath, that is, mere warm watet^ 
^ Thaty you koow, could not be had in Lincqlnfhirt. £iv 
*^faid it was made either too hot or too cold then** . Bo£-> 
wcli's Toor to the Hebrides, 2d Edit. p. 354, 

mofities 
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mpTitie^ entailed ^with %h^ patei^aL^fti^j* 
At pi^efent, facility of 'accefs a^nd intercourfe 
«xpofe tvomen, and not only thofc who are; 
&xe4 in ^^dytras, or within a foi^di ^ifiance 
of towns, bttt mofr of Jihofo ialfo who live 
in th^ country, to the danger of acquiring 
a habtt of comtiniaal vifiiing, and thCfOthei^ 
habits vrhii^h St. Paul'-juiUy afcribes to 
thofe -w^ %ve -cdttfrajScid the former. 
" They iea?fl, to^ b^ idle, wandering about 
" frpna bQUfe td houfc j and not only idle^ 
^^ but tatler6 alfo and btifyf bodies, fpeak^ 
" ipg things which they ought aot (/)/* 
The - *V vteDderer&'' of the prefent day 
could not have been more happily cha*. 
ra^erififti^ had the Apoftlcibeen witaefs c€ 
their procfiedings. 2^ week After w^ek,« 
the nK)r»mgs be perpetuallly frktlfred aw^y 
Vk makiiiig calls, and the 'aftieraobfid fw^i^^ 
lowed lip by dining vifits, whftrfeut tSk*^ 
nefs can be the co^fecjUdnce ?^- l)oftiefti^ 
bufinefs is iftterrupteit * tigilance a«ld fa« 
mily concerns is Cutpea^ed j induftry, te^ 



» . 



(/}.! Tim.. v. 13. .' • 

fledion, 
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flexion, mental knA religious improvement 
are defertcd and forgbtten. The mind 
grows liftlefs ; home becomes dull ; the 
carriage is ordered afreflx ; and a remedy 
for the eT^il is fought from the very cauic 
which produced it. From being " idle'* at 
home, the next.ftep naturally is to be 
** tatlers and bufy-bodies" abroad. In a 
fuccefiibn of vifits, all the news* oiF the vi- 
cinity is colleded ; the charadter and con« 
duft of each neighbouring family are ftru- 
tinifed ; neither age nor fex efcapes the 
prying eye and inquifitive tongue of curio- 
fity. Each " tatlcr/' anxious to diftinguiih 
herfelf . by the difplay of fuperior know- 
ledge and difcernment, indulges unbounded 
licence to her conjeiEiures ; feizes the fly- 
ing report of the hour as an inqontrover- 
tible truth ; and renders her narrativea 
more interefting by embellifhment and 
aggravation. And all, in revealing fecrets, 
in judging with rafhnefs, in cenfuring 
with fatisfadion, in propagating flander, 
^nd in various other ways, " fpeak things 
" which they ought not/' 

The 



MATRIJWONIAL JLli^E. JO3 

. . :The comtnodioufnefs, which now attends 
travelling, has rendered; fliftant e^paditigns 
and long abfences from hoime far more &e>- 
^ufint^than they .were in the days of our 
aoQeftors, By a more extenfive communi- 
cation, with . the worlds knowledge, libe- 
rality of.fentiment, and: refinement of man- 
»eiis, have been widely difFufed. Ra-^ 
tional cnriofity has gladly availed itfelf of 
the eafe and convenience with* which the 
pleafure that attends the infpedion of cele- 
brated works of art, and of grand and beauti- 
ful fcenes of nature, may be enjoyed. Oc- 
cafional journies undertaken for fuch pur- 
pofcs, though neither the improvement 
of health, nor any other urgent call of 
duty, fliould be among the motives which 
give birth to them, are at fuitable times 
not only innocent but commendable. Such 
journies, if entered upon with right 4if- 
pofitions, and if the objeds to' be vifited 
be feleded with judgement, in addition 
to the gratification which they furniQi, 
impart ufeful knowledge, and call into 
exercifc the beft feelings of the hearts 

The 
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The contemplatioti of human talents ac-^ 
tively and beneficially employed leads thd 
mind to him who gave them. The foi> 
vey of feas aqd rivers, mountains and 
forefis, and of cultivated regions overfpread 
with fertility, teaches the flupendous power, 
and the no lefs flupendous goodnefs of 
God. And the firfl and flrongcft im-^ 
preilions which we ought to receive and 
cheriih when we behold the ingenuity 
of man, or the magnificence and beauty of 
nature, are a fenfe of the perfedions, and 

• « 

a defire to promote the glory of thdr 
common author. But the numerous and 
protracted excuriions from the family 
manfion, which falhion, the defire of dif^ 
playing wealth, and the reftleffnefs of a 
vacant mind, excite at prefent, are produc- 
tive of confequences very unfavourable to 
individuals, and to the public. I do not 
fpeak of the expeiice with which they are 
ufually attended ; though it is in many 
cafes a burden which prefles heavily on 
private fortunes, and cripples the exertions 
and extinguifhes the ardor of benevolence* 

I Nor 
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Nor fhall I enlarge on the interruption of 
domeftic habits and occupations, nor on the 
acquifition of an unfettled, a tattling, and a 
meddling fpirit : evils which fpring from 
the cuftom of " wandering " from place 
to place, no lefs than from that of " wan- 
" dering froni houfe to houfe ;" and often 
difplay themfelves in the former cafe on 
a wider fcale an^ in flronger charadiers, 
than in the latten But the lofs of the 
power and opportunity of doing good, 
and the pofitive eflfedts of a pernicious ex- 
ample, are points whi^h mud not be 
overlooked. Home is the center round 
which the influence of every married wo- 
man is principally accumulated. It is 
there that fhe will naturally be known 
and refpe£ted the moft ; it is there, at leaft, 
that fhe may be more known and more 
refpe£ted than flie can be in any other 
plaice. It is there that the general charac- 
ter, the acknowledged property, and the 
eftabliflied connexions of her hufband, 
will contribute with more force than they 
eau poflefs elfewhere, to give weight and 
. -• X impreff- 



306 OK THE DUTIBS OF 

imprefnvenefs to all her proceedingf« 
Home, therefore, is the place where the 
pattern which fhe exhibits in perfonal 
manners, in domeftic arrangements, and 
in every branch of her private coadud, 
will be more carefully obferved, and more 
ivillingly copied by her neighbours in 
9 rani; of life fimilar to her own, than 
it would be in a {ituation where fhe wat 
a Uttle known and tranfitory vifitanL 
Home tQp is the placq where ihe will 
poiTeis peculiar means of doing good 
among the humbler clafles of fociety. 
All the favourable circu^ilanc^s ahr^a^ 
mentioned! which fqrround her tl|#{K» 
add Angular efficacy to her perfuafions^ 
to her recommendations, to her advice. 
Her habitual infight ifitq local events 
and local necdiities, and her acquaintaqp^ 
with the charadcrsi and the fituations of 
individuals, enable her to adapt the re-* 
lief which flie alFords to the merit 2^^ 
tp the didrefs of thi^ perfon a^fted« 
They enable her, in the charitabU ctx<v 
penditure of wy ipecific fuxOi tft amotaos^ 

plUh 
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pHfh ptirpofes of grfeater and thore diiral5le 
titility than could have been attained in a 

|)lace Whefe ftie wotild not have enjoyed 
thefe advantages. They who ate fr^^i 
4tteHtly abfent froM home, without aa 
adequate caufe^ fpontaneoufly abandoft id 
d vary eodfiderable degree all thefe bi- 
pedal means of benefiting their equals, 
their inferiors, poffiWy even theit fupei- 
riotis j means Which Providence has com- 
ihitted to them^ in order that each might 
be thiis etnjploycd ; means for the due 
^dipldi^ment of which they will be deem- 
ed refpohfible hereafter. Continually oa 
thfe vising from one fcene to another^ they 
art lite trees tranfplanted fo often, that 
tlieytake firm root no wherd. Thtiy ap- 
pear covered with fhdwy verdure ; but 
ihejr bdalr little friih. 1:'he ties of coni 
ite€fibh between them and the vicinity are 
iifbkihi With the tipper ranks^ theit ittter^ 
tfeuHbis^that of form and hurry; tdthfe 
ld%r'(^i' thty are beeOfflfc diRant) cdld," and 
r^aHjgidt ''^Wh^ at thdr noitrifia! hbine, 
iftetfafe ffi«ci i yvitlidat attkchtnetrf. The jr 

ziiill X a as 
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^ having found a convenient baiting* 
place, than from partiality to the fpot. 
Every perfon who comes to fee them ex- 
perts to hear of another approaching ex- 
pedition ; and if he find himfelf miftaken^ 
furprifes all whom he meets v^ith the 
wonder. The habit grows by indulgence. 
Every trifle fwells into a motive and a pre* 
text for quitting their natural refidence/ la 
the winter, London is the magnet which 
attracts them. The defire of appearing 
polite, and the pride of being able to fpeak 
of having recently vifited the metropolis, 
confpire with their impatience of home* 
If they hear that a neighbouring family is 
going to town, to flay behind becomes in- 
tolerable. When flationed in the capital, 
ibme impending feflivity, fome approaching 
day of fplendor at Court, affords an excufe 
for delaying their return. When fummer 
commeftces, the center of attradion is tranf^ 
ferred to fome watering-place ; and its 
force again proves irrefiftible. N^either arc 
the intervals between thefe proniinent pe- 
riods in the fyflem pf wandering condemned 
wholly to the dreajrinefs pf di^e. family fefit* 

^ Little 
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Little tours to fee fights, long circuits of 
vifits from the houfe of one acquaintance 
to that of another, and various incidental 
excurfions, break the wearlfome period into 
fmall parts ; and aided by the cheering 
hope of longer expeditions, render life ea-* 
pable of being endured. When the i^ge of 
rambling has fei2ed' a woman, it is'nbt^ 
always that the malaily proceeds to th^^ 
height which has been defcribcd. Like' 
other maladies, it hais its degrees. Neither 
are its ' attacks confifted to the female ftx.' 

The duties of the Mafter of the family, of 

• 

the Landlord, of the Country Gientlenian,' 
are on many occafioris grofsly neglected Iri' 
confequence of the imitioderate indulgence 
of a propenfity to roving. The occupier 
of the land, deprived of the friendly inter- 
courfe, which formerly fubfifted between 
him and the owner, and created a mutual 
regard, tempered with refpe£t on one fide, 
and firengthened by affability iand kindnefs 
on the other, is degraded into a dependent on 
the caprice of a fteii^ard.' The abfence of a 
common patron who ufed toconciliatediffer-^ 

X 3 cnces^ 
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euces, to encourage the meritorfoua, to over- 
awe the refradory, is feycrely felt in the 
rjeighbouring villages and hamlets* The 
r^nts of the eftate, which formerly were ex- 
pended on the fppt to the genet'al beneiit 
of tlie vicinity, are now funk in the inctro^ 
polis, or abforbed in fome fafhionable re* 
fprt of diflipation. I ajpprehend; howev^r^ 
that it happens much tjiore frequently tlut 
the hufband is led from home in acfom-: 
x]^odation to the humours of his wijS^, thau 
that the latter is dragged away by the de-. 
termination of h^r huiband. But be that; 
C0|pjed;ure true - or falf^, the mor^' pblir 
ga,tion incuoibent on you, who n.Qw ueai 
thefe lin^s, if you be a wife, is the fanie^ 
To you the Apoftolic precept in either cafe 
is equally addreffed. In either cafe, the 
Apoftle equally enjoins you to be a " peeper 
" at honae." Ob?y the fpirit of the in- 
jun£tiop. Reipember the duties which 
you have to perforxa at home, duties not 
io well to be performed elfewhere ; and the 
good vs^hich you can there aecompliflh by 
exertions and liberality, thai wouki by no 

means 
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means be equally pioduQivei cf advantage 
id a place where you were cortipatatit^dy a 
ftranger. Study to give the benefit of jaai 
example and of your benevolence chiefly 
to thofe, whom Providence entitles to it by 
having placed them. within the natural 
fphere of your influence , Inftead of en- 
couraging a gadding, wd unfetfled fpirit 
ipr Others, by imitating the.patteM which 
thfey exhibit j ftudy by exhibitjt>g a better 
to improve thomi or at l^fi tp ^eul^e 
yourfelf. 

• ; '' _ J- ' ' ' J- ' 

4 

Let your behaviour tQ aH your acquakK^ 
ance be the refult of modefly united with 
benevolence. Be obliging to all withwhoia 

you affociate ; cultivate the fsieadfliip of 
the good i aodfkedfaftly perM i& fiiuafotiftg 
all habitual intercpurfe with perfo;^ Of.bad 
or of doubtful chara(£ler, ho^wei/iec »coi»p]y« 
ing others mjiy be around you^*- To be thus 
complying, i«i ta unpaif the faiutajry piin:* 
cipk of ihamingintoob&itet^ the corrup 
ing example of yice : J^. ibj w ^ktidrkw 
ffCiBii virtue ther coJiUterali fup^ort whii:h it 

X 4 derives 
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derives from the dread of general difgrace. 
Be ponfiftent in the feledtion of your affb- 
ciatesy and proportion, as nearly as circum- 
fiances may allow, your intercourfe with 
individuals to their intrinfic worth. Piirfuc 
not the fociety of women of higher rank 
than your own ; be not elated by their no- 
tice ; look not down on thofe who enjoy 
it hot. If one of your neighbours, one who 
in a drawing-room was accuftomed to be 
ranged below you, be futJdenly raifed, in 
confequence of a title being conferred on 
her family, to pre-eminence in her turn; 
envy her hot, love her not the lefs, pant 
not to fimilar advancement. You already 
enjoy a decoration, or, if you do not, the 
fault is your own, fuperior to all the glories 
of the Peerage, " the ornament of a meek 
^' and quiet fpirit/' If your hufband fhould 
happen to receive fome acceflion of dignity, 
let it not excite in your mind one arrogant 
emotion, nor change your demeanour to 
your friends and neighbours. ** New and 
" unaccuftotned dignities,'' to ufe the words 
of an accurate obferver of manners, ** often 

" infpire 
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" infpire weak minds with a difpofition to 
" difplay fupcrcilious airs and a ridiculous 
^ deportment towards thofe whom they 
** confider as their inferiors, and from whom 

" they are jealous of a want of refpedt be- 
** caufe of their late equality. Something 
•* of this kind is obfervable even in England, 
" particularly in the wives of new-created 
** Baronets, and the families of new-created 
** Peers. But in England airs of this kind 
*' are received with fuch contempt, and 
*' fometimes repelled with fuch feverity^ 
*' that they are feldom aflumed (/»)." Shun 
fuch airs with unremitting folicitude. Shun 
them, however, on the principles of Chrift- 
ian humility, far more than from an ex* 
peAation of the contempt with which they 
may be returned. ** Let your mod^eratioa 
** be knowa unto ail {n) ;" not by artificial 
cdndefcenfion, which either betrays the 
pride which it was intended to conceal, or 
indicates at bed a mifguided judgement; but 

(ffi) Dr. Moore's View of the Caufes and Progrefs o( 
the French Revolutioni Vol. i. p. 131. 
(/i) Philipp. iv. 5. 

-* by 
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by perfeverance in the fame Ingenuous aflas* 
bility, the fame diffident mildnefs, the fame 
benevolent concern fcH* the happinefs of all 
your friends and acquaintance, which you 
cultivated before your elevation. Beware^ 
lefl the acquifition of honour fhould create 
a defire of difUndion, which previonfly did 
not exlft in your breafi. She, who, aa long 
^ her huiband was a Common^,, w^n 
ccmtented in her ftation, has oftea' bdeti 
feien, when a Peerefs, to be infiamed with 
tormenting eagerhefs to afcend higher i4 
the fcale of Nobility. 

The remark has been made,, and perhaj^s 
with juftice, that if attention be diireded ttf 
the charadier and conduA of the difierent 
parts of families refident in the vicinity of 
each other, it will commonly be found, that 
lefs cordiality prevails between the ladtss 
than betvvieen. their hufbands.. It is certain^ 
that neighbouring gentlemen are continue 
ally fet at variance by very unwarrantable 
caufes ; by petty offences unworthy of con-^ 
fideration ; by divcrfities of opinion eon- 

cerning 
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ceraifig points, pf ^^hich each individual 19 
entitled to jijdg^ fQr hJmfelf ; by cdntend-t 
ing claims which ought to have been fettled 
by amipaWe arbitration, or by an amicable 
refcireiice to the decifion of law. Trefpaffes, 
real or fupppfed, on manerial rights; tran& 
grefllons againft the fublime code of fox**- 
hunting jurifprudence ; differences of fenti- 
inent as to the meafures of thofe who guide 
ihe helm of Government, or as to the no* 
minatioii of a candidate to reprefent fomc 
adjoining borough at an eledion : thefe are 
ciixurtiftances frequently fufiicient openly 
to embroil half the gentlemen of the diftrid 
with their neighbours; or at leaft to pro- 
duce, while the femblance of friendfhip is 
upheld, the lurking malevolence of enmity* 
By fome of thefe caui^s of difagreeraent 
even the female bo/pia is capable of beitig 
actuated. And the iiUwill produced by 
any one of them in the bread of the mafter 
of the &mily will generally diflfbfe itfelf 
tJ^rough. the houfe. In addition to the 
iihyqe.O^ and diflenHons between-kdies in 
the famjts vijcinityt which origitute fronv 

thefe 
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thefc fources, there are others fpringing 
from that irritability refpefting circum- 
ftances of perfonal attention which , in the 
female fex, is fmgularly confpicuous. In' 
all cafes where contempt and negle^ are 
to be apprehended, women are far more 
quick-fighted than men : and their anxiety 
on the fubjedt mifleads them, on a variety 
of occafions, into fufpicions for which there' 
is no foundation. When the mind is ior 
this ilate, if a vifit be not returned at the 
cuftomary time, the delay, fhould no ftrong 
reafon for it prefent itfelf at once to the 
expeSing party, is attributed to faftidiouf- 
nefs and pride. If an invitation be not given 
at the time, or to the extent, which was. 
fccretly defired, fimilar motives are af- 

figned. An obicure or ambiguous expref* 
fion^ ufed . inadvertently, is twifted into an 
injurious or a difdainful meaning. Silence, 
or ferioufnefs of manner, proceeding from 
accidental thoughtfulnefs, or from fome* 
cafual viciffitude of health, is conftrued into 
premeditated coolnefs. Common attentions 
of civility ihewn towards a third perfon 

14 are 
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are iadignantly beheld as tokens of deli- 
berate preference. Hence arife prejudices 
and aijitipathies, which years may not be 
able to eradicate. Or ^ filly affronts are 
taken on points of precedence. Becaufe a 
lady is ufliered forth in a ball-room to 
dance, before another who deemed herfelf 
fuperior ; the company is thrown into 
confufion, and lading hoftilities take place 
between the parties. Yet the priority was 
afligned, where, according to the rules of 

etiquette, it was due. Or the merits of 
the cafe, though determined erroneoufly, 
might be fo nearly balanced, that the 
whole aflembled college of heralds would 
have been perplexed to decide the queftion* 
Where then is the fpirit inculcated by the 
Apoftle ? " Let nothing be done through 
** ftrife or vain-glory ;^ but in lowlinefs of 
t* mind let each efteem others better than 
** tliemfelves (o)." 

. In the progyefs. of matrimonial life It is 
(carcely pp{fi]ble but that the wife and the 

^ . . ,.■'.■■.... 

(0) Philipp. L 3. 

hulband 
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huil^aiid will difcover faults iti ea<ih 6theVj 
which they had not previouily expt€ttdk 
The difqovery is by no means a proofs ill 
tnany cafes it is not even a prefumptionj 
that deceit had originally beeh pradltied. 
Affection, like that Chriftian chaf ity of 
iR?hofe nature it largely participates, in iti 
early periods " hopeth all things, believdth 
" all things (/')•" Time and experience, 
without neceffarily detradiing froiii ifi 
warmth, fuperadd judgement and obferva- 
lion. The charaders of the parties united 
mutually expand ; and difclofe thofe little 
recefles which, even in difpofitions moft in« 
clined to be open and undifguifed, fcarcely 
find opportunities of unfolding themfelves 
anteqedently to marriage. Intimate con,- 
neftion and uninterrupted fociety reveal 
(hades of error in opinion and in condU<3^ 
which, in the hurry of fpirits and the 
dazzled ftate of mind peculiar to the fealba 
of growing attachment, efcaped even the 
tigilafcnt eye of folicifude. Or the fadt nn- 
hfiippily may be, that in confeqwence of new 
fcenes, new circumftances, new temptations, 

; ,, . . . (p) Cor. xiii. 7. 

failings 
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failings which did not exift when the mar* 
trimonial ftate commenced^ may have beea 
contraded {ince» The ftream may have de- 
^f-ived a debadng tincSiure from the region 
through which it has lately flowed. But the 
fault, whether it did or did not exift 
while the parties were fingle, is now diC- 
cerned. What then is to be the con-* 
fequence of the difcovery? Is affedlion 
to be reprefled, is it to be permitted to 
grow languid, bccaufe the objcfl: of ic 
now appears tindured with fome few 
additional defeds? I allude not to tho& 
fl^girant defertions of moral and religious 
principle, thofe extremes of depravity^; 
vrhich are not unknown to the connubial 
ftate, and give a flipck to the tendercft 
feelings of the heart, i fpeak of thofe. 
common fellings, which long and fami^^ 
liar intercourfe gradually deteds in evety 
human: charaden Whether they »rf 
perceived by the hufband: in the wife^^c*' 
by th^ . wife ia the bufbaq^^ .t<i odntribute: 
by every becoming method to their re- 
moval is an ad of duty ftriftly ipLCumbent 



320 ON THB DUTIES OF 

on the difcoveren It is more than an a& 
of dutj: it is the firft office of love. 
*.* Thou (halt not bate thy neighbour in 

^^Snff^^^^S J^^ ^P^^ ^'^ (y)>'* ^* ^ precept, 
the difregard of which is the mofl criminal 

in thofe perfons, by whom the warmed re- 
gard for the welfare of each other ought to 
be difplayed. 

In the courfe of the foregoing pages 
I have had occafion fully to notice the 
power which a married woman poflefles 
of influencing the difpofitions of her huf- 
band, and the confequent duty of exerting 
it for the improvement of his moral and 
religious charadef. It remains now to 
guard the wife againft the effefl of emo- 
tions and impreffions, which might pre- 
vent her from reaping the benefit of 
fimilar exertions of duty and kindnefs on 
the part of her hufband. Let her beware 
of difcouraging him, by irritabality of tem- 
per^ or by inconfiderate pronenefs to mif- 

(f ) Levit. xiz. 1 7. 

conflxu£don^ 
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cohftruftionj from communicating to her 
^his opinion, when he believes that fhe has 
•fallen, or is in danger of falling, into er- 
jon : To point out failings in the fpirit of 
kindnefs, is one of the cleareft indica- 
tions of friendftiip. It is, however, one 
iOf thofe delicate offices from which friend- 
flijp may the moft eafily be deterred. If 
a hufband find his endeavours to difcharge 
it frequently mifconceived ; if he fee 
them ufually producing perturbations dijBS- 
cult to be allayed, and extending far, and 
wide beyond the original fubjedt of dif- 
cuffion ; he may learn to think it wifer 
to let an evil exift in filence, than to 
attempt to obviate it at the hazard of a 
greater. If his confcience at any time 
.call upon him to fet before his affociate 
■in connubial life fome defed, either in 
her general conduct, or in a particular 
ipftance ; he ought unqueftionably to ful- 
J51 the talk with a lively convidion of 
ih}$ .owp imperfedlions, and of the need 
,which he has of indulgence and forbear- 
ance on her part. He ought to fulfil 

Y it 
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it with a tendernefs of manner flowing 
from the genuine warmth of affedtion ; 
with an ardent folicitude to fhun as far 
as may be poffible the appearance of au- 
thoritative injunctions j and with prudence 
adapting itfelf to the peculiarities of the 
mind which he is defirous to imprefs. In 
all cafes he ought to guard, with fcrupulous 
anxiety, againft exciting in the breaft of 
his wife a fufpicion that he is purpofely 
minute in prying into her failings ; and 
againft loading her fpirits with groundlefs 
apprehenfions that the original glow of 
his attachment is impaired by thofe which 
he has noticed. He ought to remember, 
that however culpable the difpofition may 
be, there is yet a difpofition not unfrequent 
in women no lefs than in men w^hen re- 
ftrained, and in their own opinion without 
fufficient caufe, from proceeding in any 
particular path, to feel in confequence of 
the reftraint itfelf a ftrong propenfity to ad- 
vance further in that path than they had 
proceeded before. But what if in one or 
more of thcfe points he fhould be negligent 

4 and 
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and defedive ? Let not a momentary quick- 
nefs of manner, let not an inadvertent ex- 
preffion haftily dropping from his lips, nor 
even the difcovery of fome emotion tindur- 
cd with human infirmity, be noticed with 
refentment, or followed by retort and re- 
crimination. If he fhould evidently be 
liable to juft cenfure himfelf, his admoni- 
tion may yet be wife ; his reproof, if he be 
neceflitated even to reprove, may be juft. 
Though on former occalions he fhould 
have been hurried into animadverfion with 
out reafon, there may be reafon for his 
animadverfion now. Let him not be 
thought partial and unwarrantably ftrid:, if 
he fhould chance to obferve, and to obfervc 
with fome indications of difquietude, a fail- 
ing when exemplified by his wife, which 
in other women he had fcarcely regarded. 
Is it furprifing that he fhould be alive to 
circumftances in the condud of the perfon 
moft intimately connedted with him, which 
aflfeded him little or not at all in a more 
diftant relation, in an acquaintance, in a 
ilranger ?* It fometlmes happens, when a 

Y 2 m^xntd 
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married woman has not been led to at^ 
tend to confiderations fuch as thofe which 
have now been fuggefted, that advice which^ 
if given by the hulband, would not have 
met with a favourable acceptation, is thank- 
fully received from others. To know that 
this ftate of things is poflible ihould be a 
leffon to the hufband againft mifcondud 
and imprudence j for to them its exiftence 
may be owing. But let it alfo be to the 
wife an admonition againft captioufne^ 
and prejudice ; for had Ihe been free firom 
them, it could not have exifted. 
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CHAP. xm. 

pUTI]?:S OF MATRIMONIAL LIPE CQN- 
, TINUBD, WITH A VIEW TO THE DIF- 
. FERENT SITUATIONS AND CIRCUM- 

i5TANC55 OF DIFFERENT XNDIVIDU-^ 

-■•■>.. 

ALS. 

The refleitions which have hitherto beea 
made on the duties of married women 
have had little reference tp particularities 
of rank or fituation. Yet by fuch particu- 
larities, moral advantages and difadvantages, 
duties and temptations, are in many in- 
ftances created or diverfified* Londoa and 
the country, elevated rank and a middle 
ftation, differ fo far from each other in 
fome of the opportunities of good and of 
evil which they refpeSively furnifh ; that a 
little time and attention may not be un- 
^rofitably employed in explaining fome 
Df the* points of difference, and enforcing 
the obligations which feverally refult from 

Y 3 them. 



326 ON THE DUTIES OF 

them. It will, perhaps, be found that no 
obfervation can be addrefled to a perfon 
jefident in the metropolis, which, in cer- 
tain circumftances, may not he applied with 
propriety to the condud of the wife of a 
tbunfry gentleman ; nor any admonition 
fuggcftcd to the higher ranks, which may 
not be transferred with flight alteration to 
fome of the inferior orders of the commu- 
nity. In the remarks therefore which are 
about to be fubmitted to the reader, though 
fome of the duties refpedively incumbent 
on married women of different defcriptions 
may, for the fake of perfpicuity, be invefti- 
gated under feparate heads, correfponding 
to the different fituations of the parties ; I 
would by no means wifh it to be under- 
ftood, that what is primarily offered to the 
attention of one clafs of married women, 
may not appertain in a certain meafure to 
>11. 

Among the temptations to which a lady 
refident in London is by that circumflance 
cxpofedj few are more enfnaring than thofe, 

the 
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the primary and immediate eiFedt of which 
is to encroach^ upon time. The piiblic 
amufements/ which tlve metropolis and it$' 

precindis afford, are daily feen to prove fo 
fafcinating by their number and their va- 
riety to every part, efpecially to the younger 
part, of the polite world, as to occupy a 
very large proportion of the day and of the 
evening ; or, to fpeak with more propriety, 

of thofe hours, whether before or after 
iftidriight, during which the polite world is 
abroad. For . it is not merely the time 
actually fpent in the enjoyment of the 
atnufement which is to be placed to the 
a&count. The hours of preparation which 
precede, and thofe of languor and inaftivity 
which follow, equally belong to it. Nei- 
ther do the fcenes 6f public entertainment 
lofe their power, as far as the confumption 
of time is in quieftioh, over thofe who, 
fatiated and palled by tedious familiarity, 

no longer find 4n any fpedtacle or mode of 

» 

diverfion the gratification which it once 
bellowed. The-delights of novelty are paft ; 
but the chains of fafliion'and habit are rivet- 

Y 4 ted, 
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ted. The mind, incapable through diltuCd 
of relifhiug better purfuits, experienced in 
thei theatre and the rotunda, if not a pofi- 
tive fatisfadion, yet a relief from the.dul- 
nefs of vacancy, and the painfulnefs of in-, 
tercourfe with itfelf. But it is unneceirary, 
tp dwell on a topic which has already been 
the fubjed of much obfervation. , Let us 
turn our thoughts to other circumftanceSy 
which, if not peculiar to the capital, yet 
exift there to an extent not to be paralleled 
elfewhere ; arUd occafion in all places, ac*- 
cording to the. degree in which theycxift, 
an unprofitable confunrption of time, .and 
all the evils atteadant on the wafte of lire- 
vocable hours. 

London is the centre to which almoft all 
the individuals who 1]I1 the upper and 
middle ranks of fociety are fucceflively at- 
traded. The country pays its tribute to 
the fupreme city. Bufinefs, intereft, and 
curiofity, the love of pleafure, the defire of 
knowledge, the thirft for change, the am- 
bition to be deemed polite^ occafion a con* 

tinual 
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tittual influx into tlud metropolis from every 
corner of the kfisngdomv .. Hence a hrge; 
and a- widefy difperfed .and a continually, 
encriafing acquaintance is the naturd^ con- 
fequence of frequent refixience itt London.' 
If a married lady fuffer herfelf to be drawn' 
into the fyftem of proceeding, to which 
fuch an a^cquaintance is generally (een to 
lead; ufeful occupations' and improving 
pur fuits. are ^either at an etod^or are carried 
on with extreine difad vantages, multiplied 
interruptioiiSfdeclinin^ activity, ardour, and 
fatisfadlioft*^^ ^h& morning, at leaft what 
is called the tnormrig, is fwallowed up in 
driving from ftreet to ftreet, from 'lqita(re 
tb fquare,* in purfuit of perfons whom fhe 
is afraid of difcovering, in knocking at 
doors whete fhe dreads being admitted. 

*• . • * • 

Time is frittered away in a fort of fmall 
intercourfe with numbers, for whom fhe 
feels littl^ regard, and whom fhe knows to 
fe^l as little for. herfelf. Yet everything 
breathes the fpirit of cordisrtity and attach-, 
ment. The pleafure expreffed at meeting 
is fo warm, the enquiries after each other's 
" health 
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health fo minute, the iblicitude, if either 
party has caught a cold at the laft opera, fo 
extreme ; that a ftranger to the ways of 
high life, and to the true value of words in 
the modern didionaries of compliment, 
would be in aftoniihment at fuch efiufions 
of difmterefted benevolence. Invitation 
fucceeds invitation ; engagement prefles on 
engagement : etiquette offers, form accepts, 
^d indifference aflumes the air of gratitude 
and rapture. Thus a continual progrcfs is 
made in the looks, the language, and the 
feelings of infmcerity. A lady thus bufied, 
thus accompliflied, becomes difmclined to 
friendfhip, or unqualified for it. She has 
too many acquaintance to be at leifure 
to have a friend. The unreftrained com- 
munication of fentiment, the concern of 
genuine fympathy, the manifeftation of 
kind affedtions by deeds of kindnefs, re- 
quire time, and calmnefs, and deliberation, 
and retirement. They require what diffi- 
pation is leafl able and leaft willing to be-^ 
flow. 

There 
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There feems at prefent to be an opinion 
gaining ground in high life, that in vifiting, 
ho lefs than in amufements, it is neceffar^r 
that all polite ladies (hould go every- whither; 
an opinion among^ the mod pernicious of 
thofe which pervade the modern fyftem of 
faftiionable manners. Hence it arlfes that 
women of amiable and excellent character 
are often feen to frequent routs, and other 
fimilar meetings, in houfes, the miftreflesi 
of which they hold in merited abhorrence. 
This confequence alone might be fufEcient 
to manifeft the mifchievous tendency 
of the opinion from which it flows. 
But the fame erroneous perfuafion contri- 
butes alfo to confirm many women in their 
practice of hurrying, evening after even- 
ing, from company to company, from 
diverfion to diverfion ; deprives them of 
all defire and all opportunity of reflexion 
on the tempers and difpofitions of their 
own hearts ; and incapacitates them for 
tranquil recreations and rational employ^* 
ments. 

r 

Next 
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Next to thofe principles of ChriAian 
" fobriety," which the Scriptures agsdn 
.and again inculcate on women, whether 
ii^figle or in matrimonial life, as well id 
precepts addrefTed immediately to the fe- 
male fex (r), as in others directed to Chris- 
tians in general (/), one of the moft 
powerful preservatives againft this prevail- 
ing abufe of time^ and all its unhappy 
efieds on the mind, is a fettled habit of 

• ■ • 

xnethodical employment. Let it be founded 
on a fair review of the feveral duties daily 
to be performed, and of their relativa 
nature and importance. To devote with 
regularity certain hours to certain purpofci 
may be fomewhat more difficult in the 
crowd and hurry of the . metropolis, than 
in the tranquillity of a rural refidence. 
But the fame circumftances, which caufe 
the difficulty of adhering to a predetermined 
.plan, prove the neceffity of inftituting one 
and of obferving it. For how would that, 

{r) Titus, li. 4. — I Tim. ii. 9. 15. — iii. n. 

(s) I Thcf. V. 6. 8. — I Peter, i. 13. — iv. 7. — v. 8, 

which 



which can fckrcely be attained even with 
the aid of method and habit, be accom- 
pliflied if left to depend on chance ? Not 
that adherence to plan is to be carried to 
the punctilious excefs of never tolerating 
the fmalleft deviation. But the danger of 
acquiring a cuftom of deviating, and of 
thus being gradually feduced from your re- 
folution, is fo formidable, that fome oc- 
cafional inconveniences may well be en- 
dured in order to avoid it. In methodifing 
time, as in all plans of life, let the ftandard 
which you propofe to yourfelf be reafon- 
able, if you would find it ufeful. Cheat 
not yourfelf into indolence by aiming at 
little. Neither let your defire to perform 
much lead you into the error of fetting 
yourfelf to imitate a pattern, which you are 
aware is carried to an extreme, with the 
view that notwithftanding your probable 

deficiencies you may ftill reach what you 
already difcern to be the proper medium* 
This is not fober and rational condudt. It 
is to attempt to prevent yourfelf from fee- 
ing what you cannot but fee. It is to try 

to 
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to impofe on yourfelf by a fcherae which 
you know to be an artifice. It is to pre- 
pare pretexts for remiflnefs, and tempt- 
ations to abandon the whole undertaking* 
Proceed according to the plain dii^ates of 
common fenfe. Trace out to yourfelf the 
cxadl line which your judgement tells you 
that you ought to follow, and endeavour to 
purfue it with accuracy. Remember your 
domeftic duties ; inform your mind ; feek 
to advance in piety ; be not fnatched into 
the wild vortex of amufements ; dare to 
refufe an invitation. Be not fhaken from 
your rational purpofes and rational mode 
of life, by the furprife, the ridicule, the 
fpecious but hollow arguments, of the 
giddy and diflipated of your own fex; 
who " think it ftrange (/) that ye run not 
** with them to the fame excefs of riot/' 
and like thofe whom the Apoftle defcribes, 
if they cannot perfuade or allure, will 
probably drive to " fpeak evil of you/' 
Leave them to their folly and their unhajv* 

(t) I Peter, iv. 4. 

pinefs ; 
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pinefs ; and purfue fteadilythe didates of 
your underftanding and your confcience. 
Comply not with any thing which you 
deem intrinfically wrong in order to gain 
the good word of multitudes. Incur not 
the guilt of thofe who " loved the praife 
" of men (of human beings) more than 
" the praife of God (»)." Retrench the 
intercourfe of form within narrow limits. 
Cultivate the afFedions of the heart. In 
the vaft concoUrfe of the capital, there are 
numbers of your own fex, and of a ftation 
correfponding to that which you occupy, 
who are worthy of your friendfhip, Che- 
rifli fuch friendfliips ' as inftruments of 
comfort, of virtue, and of ufefulnefs. 
Co-operate, procure co-operation, in aid- 
ing not only with your purfe but with the 
influence, be it greater Or fmaller, which 
your fituation poffelTes, public and private 
. inftitutions of Charity ; and thofe in par- 
ticular which are calculated for the relief 
of female diflrefs. Mindful of the fear- 
city of modes of employment in which 

(i/) John, xii. 43. 

perfons 
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perfons of the female fex can properly en- 
gage for a fubfiftence (^), encourage wo- 
men in all fuch occupations by fleady and 
adlive preference. You can fcarcely reri- 
dcr to your own fex a more important 
benefit. In relieving the temporal afflicr 
tion of your fellow-creatures, forget not 
the higheft oflSce of Charity, that of pro- 
viding for their religious improvement* 
Extend your refearches and your benefi- 
cence to the villages and hamlets thickly 
ftrewn round the metropolis, and cor- 
rupted by its vicinity. Do good by exer- 
tion and by example ; be a bleiling to 

others and 10 yourfelf. 

« 

Another temptation which attends wo- 
men who refide in London, and who are 
entitled to mix in the higher circles of life, 

(at) This evil might be confiderably leflencd. Several 
kinds of {hops, now chiefly in the poflelRon of men, might 
be conduced with eafc by women. Would not propriety 
alfo be confulted by a transfer of fome occupations fro^ 
the former fex to the latter? Why has the indelicate 
cuftom of ladies employing hair-drcflers of the other fex 
keen tolerated fo long ? 

origi- 



MATRlMONifAL LIFE. 3J7 

tirigihates from this circutnftaiice ; that thd 
capital is the feat of Goverhmeiit, the 
centre of political pOwer and political ih^ 
telligeiice. Hence the defire which wo-^ 
mien are prone to feel of aflociatiiig mord 
and more with perfonis of rank, a defire 
which oh many occafions is of itfelf fuflfi* 
ciently fedudlive to betray them into extra- 
vagance and indifcretion, derives an addi^ 
tional Itimulu^. It is ^mong Peerefles and 
the wives of Members of Parliament, and 
thofe whofe hufbands difchdrge the exe- 
cutive fundlions of Government, or ire 
ftitioned in fdme of the fiibordinatd de* 
partments of office, that we are to look for 
the perfons whom the rage of politics 
feizes firft* At their own hOufes, and at 
the houfes of their near connexions, they 
(ire accuflomed to hear queftions relating 
to the national welfare canvafTed. They 
witnefs a miniature refemblance of the 
Parliamentary debate of the preceding 
evening. They become perfonally ac- 
quainted with fome of the public charac- 
ters^ whom eloquence and talents have 

2 elevated 



338 ON THE PUTIEg OF 

elevated into fame. To liften to thecen- 
fure and to the applaufe fcverally beftowed ' 
on individuals in the political world, while 
it excites and nourifhes curioiity, pleafes 
and foments the fpirit of party. To be 
addreflcd in private circles, though it be 
only on the ftate of the weather, by him 
whom Senates have admired, Simulates 
while it gratifies ambition. By degrees 
they catch the paffions of the other fex, 
and are transformed into profefled par- 
tifans ; and when the change has once 
taken place, generally exceed their huf- 
bands in violence, and bitternefs, and a 
prying fpirit. To worm out a political 
fecret, to extract from the higheft autho- 
rity the earlieft tidings of a Viftory, of a 
defeat, of a projeded difmiflion from 
office, of an intended penfion or grant 
of nobility, is an objedl which calls forth 
the utmoft exertions of their adroitnefs. 
When they have attained it, the pride of 
triumph commences. They haften from 
dreffing-room to dreffing-room, from af- 
fembly to aflembly, fpreading the news as 

they 
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tlus^ &yi along, ' exaggerating the truth to 
heighten aftonilhinent^ and confGfundipg 
their rivals with theblazQ of fuperior in-, 
telligence. In the mean time their- atten- 
tion is not blind to more fubflantial acqui-^ 
fitions. They omit neither addrefs nor 
importunity towards men in power, when- 
there is a hope that the one or the pther 
may affed the diftribution of preferment. 
To obtain a living, an appointment, a ftep 
ill naval or in pilitary promotion, for a 
relation or a dependent, aSbrds them the 
double delight of conferring an obligation 
on a jperfon whom they are defirous to ferve^ 
and of difplaying their intereft with the 
rulers cf the ftate. The fpirit of fteedom 
afikd-. of refpeA- for popular opinion, by 
which the JEnglLQi Conllitution and Gk)-^ 
vernment weire happily diftinguiflied from 
iht ancient monarchy of France ; and the 
^irit of fteadipefs and order by which 
they have been diftinguiflied no lefs happily 
ijfoax the modes of political adminiftration 
by which the French monarchy has been 
>^ z 2 fuc« 
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fticceeded, have precluded the ladies df 
&is country from advandng to tfaoTe tobt^ 
fiious lengths in political intrigue, which 
have been Tucciefsfully attempted on the 
Cdtttinent. The pattern, however, exhi- 
bited kt Paris^y' has long been imitated in 
London as nearly as circumftances would 
allow. In proportion as the example of 
kdi^s in the higheft circles a^pds enooii^ 
ragement to vanity or to^hope ; it 4s ftudied 
and followed by numbers df their femde 
at^quaintance, whole fltufttien gives thefff 
an opportunity of treading, though at ati 
humble dil^h^, in the fame fte|Ni. EveD 
women who have no cohneftioti with the 
political hemifphere ire feen to be infpired 
by th^ paffion dommunitatcd from thrir 
fupcriors ; imbibe the ^nteflence df po- 
litical attachment and antipathy ; and by 
the ardour with -which they copy the only 

part of their model which they have the 
means of emulating, fhew that it is not 
through want of ambition that they sare fefc 
behind in the race. • • •, 

It 



r It majr, mdeed, be ftated generally that, 
in confequcnc^ of the pcculiasr ^vcum^' 
ftaGees already fpccificd, by which the 
iQ^ta^ ts diflitaguiflied^^ the hyre- ofetpi- 
mw^ and the thirft of admimioft are 
th«e fQufed by i^tcitcmenta far more 
powerful thaa any other plae^ could ^p- 
ply, Heace, whaterer be the bbjed to 
which female ambition ia dire£l:ed; whe- 
ther it afpire to be coniplcuoua aa the 
leader of falhion and the oracle 'Of polite* 
nefs ; or as the (lately aflbciate of rank 
and dignity, to g<jti|kifte all ita competitors 
in the difplay of mUgwfiQftnce ; or to an- 
ticipate them in the knowledge of political 
tranfad^ions, and drive them fifom-the f^eld 
in every ftrwggle for thf ac^uifitipn jo£ po^ 
Utl(;al fayoiHrar} it ia VK the metropolia that 
it hurries its vqtary to unpM^Ieled. ek-^ 
tremes:of folljr^) f>f pride, of envy, of Aa^ 
tr^y^gance^ Tha: elUmadoi^ in which the 
$<»ripturea hold fuidb paffiona and ibch ceti- 
4i^.or» tQ fpeakrwith more propriety^ 
the judgements there denounced againft 
them, have been noticed alrea4y i^^ fuch a 

z 3 manner. 
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planner, that they mud be frefh in the 
reader's recoUedHon. Let m for once 
attend to advice from the mouth ^ of a 
Pagan, addreffed to.the ladies of the moft 
polite city of ancient times. ^^ Be am* 
^^ bitious of attaining thofe virtues v^hich 
*^ are the principal ornaments of your 
f^ fox. Cherifh y our inftindiive modefty ; 
^^ and * look upon it as your higheft coin- 
^^ mendation not to be the fubjeA of pub^ 
•f lie difcourfe {jY' 

That inftindlve modefty , fo deferving of 
being cheiifhed, requires, like every other 
virtue, to be ftrengthened by culture ; and 
is perhaps of all virtues that which, when 
impaired, is the moft difficult to be reftored 
to its original fenfibility. In the riide con- 
flids of the world it is expofed to ferious 

• rifk of being imperceptibly worn away, 

• In the metropolis the danger is aggravated 
partly by the ihameleffnefs with which 
vice, confident in its numbers, there fhews 

(;;) Speech of Pcricjcs tp the Athenian women. Thu- 
pydides; Book ii^ 
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its face abroad ; partly by the rank of many 
of the vicious, which draws on their wicked-*' 
nefs the eye of public attention ; and partly 
by means of the foftening appellations which 
fafliion, enlifted in the fervice of profligacy, 
has devifed for the moft flagrant breaches 
of the laws of God and man. Hence, 
not only among the unprincipled, but in 
virtuous families, among women of mo- 
defty, and by wonien of modefty, con- 
vcrfation is not unfrequently turned to 
criminal topics and incidents, of which^ to 
ufe the language of an Apoftle, " it is a 
" fliame even t9 fpeak (2;)." To conceive 
that delicacy of fentimeiit fhould not thus 
be undermined is impoflible. The evil now 
in.queftion contaminates the country alfo ; 
but, tliough not rcftrided to the metropolis, 
it is there moft prevalent. It ought to be 
^ddfsd) that men of worth arc, in number-* 
fcfs Qafes, highly cenfur^le for the little 
regard which they evince to female delicacy 
ipven in their own families, by the fubjedls 
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of convcrfaiioa which they introduce ep 
purfqe. The mifchief done is not the lefs^ 
j^pcaufe the pl^r^feology may he guarded* 

Tl^c habits of life which prevail in the. 
metropQlis^ and particularly in fafhionable 
families, are, in fever^l refpefts, totally re^' 
pugnant to the cultivation of afFe£tioi\ and 
connubial happincfs. The hufband and 
the wifo are fyftematically kept ^under^ 
Separate cftablifhmenta, feparate fets of ac- 
quaintance, feparate aniufements, all con- 
ipire to render them firft ftrangers, and 
afterwards indiflferent, to each other. If 
they find themfelves bought together in 
xnixed cp.mpany, to he mutually cold, inat-s 
tentive, and forbidding, is politenefs. They 
who are infpiredj^ or are fuppofed to be 
infpired, with the warmed attachment, are 
reciprocally to behave with a degree of 
repulfive unconcern, which^ if exhibite4 
towards a third perfon, would be conftrued 
as an aftroat. The truth is, that fuch unna- 
tural maxims of behaviour have originated 
from cafes in which, however blameable* 




\ ' • »i 
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they \yete not s^rtificW;. They have Sprung 
fpom that indifference which was., really 
frit. ^Bitfrthofe perfon« who are foliclti^at 
'to pr^rve aSeftion, will do Well to chcrifh 
the outward inanifeftations of regard. Be it 
fidmitted, on the'obe hand, that it is poffible 
to difguft by ^n ili^tioied difplay of- the 
filiniliarity of fondnef$. But ' let it be r|t. 
mf mbered, on the other ^ that to difguife th& 
patural feeUngs of the heart ijipder the fyftt 
tematic rcftraints of aflfumed coldnefs^ is 
pffenfiye.to every rgtipnal 6bferver; at va- 
riance; with fimpUcity and ingenuoufncfs of 
charader ^J«id ultiihately fubverfive of the 
tendernefs bf affeiftioh both in the party 
which prafidfcs the difguife, and in tho 
peribn towvd^ whptfi il is pradifed/^ ^ 

*Th^Unflu«n«-qf faflHoh, whicK-of^Iate 
jkas unhappity toniributed in the rtettopoUsi 
tofep^r^t^ the hufband^ni^ the wtfe| would 
hA^v^e flowed in a m6fc b^nefttiial cb?mnel, 
ha4 U be*ft' applied to-ira;^ cfcrferthe binds 
dfeilftfeftic focietf. The wives of lawyers,^ 
of J>feyricirffifty '«nd 6£ (eimV dtfeer icjefcrip- 
• -' a tions 
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tions of men, are feldom allowed a large 
fhare of the company of their hufbands. 
While the latter are occupied abroad by 
profeffional bufmefs, the former are left 
expofed to the temptations of a <lifl]pated 
capital, temptations which borrow ftrength 

from the wearinefs of folitud^ at home; 
H6nt*, in addition to the common obliga- 
^bns w'hich prefs on the confcierice 'of the 
lii^ried man, and • bind him to ftudy the 
ecmfort and the welfare of hiis partner, the 
hufband thus circum(lanc6d is under yet 
another tie to fpend his Jeifure in the 
bofdm of his family/ Hence iilfo the duty 
of the wife to rendenhome, by the winning 
charms cJf her behaviour, attractive and de- 
lightful; to her hufband, derives additional 
force. Let her confider the numberlefs 
temptations to yiqe, to profulion, to . idle 
amufement, with which he >is encompafled* 

* 

Let her remember ^A^ith what various clia- 
racers. the l^ufmefs of his ftation renders 
him familiar J of whom fome perhaps openly 
deride t^ie principles of religion; others fap 
them by infidipus machinations; others 

extenuate 
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c^Ktenuate by their wit and talents the oHen^ 
fivcricfs of, guilt ; others add to the feducing 
examjple^of gay wickednefs the fafcinations 
of rank arid popularity; Is fhe defiroUs of 
his fociety? Would fh'e confirm him in 
dorrieftic habits ? Wouid' fhe ' fortify him 
agaiirfl being alluiied into the haunts of 

luxury,' fiot, and profanenefs? Let her 

. - , .' - . ■ . - ,,'.-■' ' . . 

tonduft fhew that home is dear to hqrfelf 
in his abfence, flill deafer when he is pre- 
fent. Let her unafFedled mildnefs, her in- 
genudus teridernefs, place bisfore his mind 
a forcible coritrafl to the violence, the arti- 
fice, the unfeeling felfifhnefs, which he wit- 
nefTes in * his commerce with the world. 
J^et the cheerful tranquillity of dom^ftic 
pleafures flarid' in the place of trifling and 
turbulent feftivity abroad. Let his hoiife, 
^s far as her endeavours ^can be efFedtu^, 
be the abode of happinefs j and he will 
fyrely have l^ittle temptation to bewilder 
hiihrelf in feelc^ng for happiqefs under an- 
Other roof. . ^ 

• - • a 

' There ar^ motives of health or conve- 
picnce which occafionally determine indi- 
viduals, 



y 



<.R 



34^ ON TUB IWTIES OP 

vidaals, bufied in mercantile concents, ra^ 
ihcr tp fix themfelves at a conntrji^ refidencc 
within a few miles of London tbaii in the 
heart of thexity; and thence. to, pay daily 
vifits to ^heir counting-Jaoufes in. town. To 
the wives of perfons thus cjircumftanced^ 

■ ■ 

]the obfervations in the preceding paragraph 
may be addrefled. It may indeed he iaid 
generally, that the turn of^ va\nd and the 
habit& oC life in the immediate, neighbour- 
hood of the capital are naturally become ib 
far Amilar to thofe prevalent in St. JamesV 
fcjuare, that almoft every remark on moral 
Guties^ Vcrhich is applicable to the latter 
"fituation,; may be transferred to the former^ 

One of the duties which require to be 
exprefsly ftated as incumbent on ladies who 
pafs a large portion of the year in the me- 
tropolis, and efpecially on ladies of rank 
and influence, is the following ; to endea- 
vour to improve the general tone, of fodal 
intcrcourfe, and particularly in. the article 
of amufements. Let them exchange the 
yaft apd promifcuous aflTemWages, which 

»ow 
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now crowd tiicir foite of rooms frotn trtisi^ 
log almoft to day-breaki fbf fin^il and feled^ 
parties^ to which a virtuoias charaft^r fliall 
be a neceffary introduftion, and in which 
virtuous friendfliip and rational cttt€rtain-i 
ment maybe enjoyed. Let them difcoun- 
lenancte the prevailing fyftetin of late hotirs, 
which undermine the conftitation j and 
entail languor and idlenefs on liiai period 
of the day, which they who have nolj 
adopted th'^ modern and deftruSive cuftom 
of late-riling fenow to be the mofl: defight- 
ftil and the moft ufeful. I^ef them fet up 
a ftandard againfl play, fafhionabb follies, 
and erifnarihg cuftoms ; and unite the in^ 
nocent pleafures' of improving and enter- 
taining fociety with the fmalleft poflible ex- 
penfe of tim?, money, and domeftic order. 

« • 

The bencffits which might accrue to the 
youth of both fexes from the amelioration 
of the general Aate of meetings for purpofes 
of converfation and amufemeat in polite 
circles are incalculable. The profpedt of a 
happy fettlement in life for individuals,^ 
their domeftic conduft, their domeftic com- 
fQtt, the manners and habits of various 

clafTes 
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cbOfes of the community prone T to imbibe 
the opinions and to' copy the example of 
their immediate fuperiors ; all thefe are cir- 
cumftances which that amelioration would' 
contribute to improve. 

In the metropolis, the morals of fervanta. 
are expofed to extraordinary dangers. By 
common temptations they are there befet 
more powerfully than in the country ; and 
have alfo to. contend with others, p^eculiar 
to the capital. Yet it is, perhaps, in London 

that they receive the leaft attention froai 

• •»• -* » 

maflers and miftrefTes of families. The 
proper inference to be drawn from thefe 
fads is obvious Aft conformably to it 
in all points. Let not your domeftics 
of either fex be fufFered to depend for a 
part of their emoluments on the perqulfites 
of gaming. Let them be guarded to the 
utmoft of your power againft the irrepa- 
rable mifchicfs which attend the pradiice 
of infuring in (late lotteries {a). 

(a) For fome account of thofe mifchicfs, fee the 
« Trcatife on the Police ©f the MctropoKs/' 2d Edit. 
p. 153—169. "^ 

Ladies 
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Ladies who, being united to men occu- 
pied in the tranfadions of trade and bufitiefS) 
find themfelves refident in the city, often 
(hew that they are extremely diflatisfied with 
their fituation. Accumulating riches re- 
pay them not for the apprehenfion of im- 
puted vulgarity. Each wearies her hulband 
with importunate earneftnefs that he would 
renounce the degrading profits of the count- 
ing-houfe and the fhop, which he is now 
wealthy enough to defpife ; and exchange 
the ungenteel duFnefs of Lombard-ftreet for 
the niodifh vicinity of the court. Affei^- 
ing to look down on the polite world; de- 
xiding the barren rent-rolls of encuinbered 
eftates, apparent to their imaginations 
through the veil of fuperficial fplendor; 
they are eager to ape the follies and to 
crowd into the fociety of the , gilded fwarm 
which they would feem to hold in con- 
tempt. Ladies of fafhioh in the mean time 
are exulting, at the other end of the town, 
that the hands of their hufbands were never 
contaminated with the filthy gains of com- 
merce; and delight in turning into.ridi<;ule 

the 
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the a'w kward efforts of the citizen's wife ta 
rival the aflembly and the public breakfaft of* 
the Peerefs by expcnfc void of propriety, 
and pomp deftitute of tafte. It is thus that 
pride and envy, difplaying themfelves un-k 
der oppofite forms, are equally confpicuoui 
in both parties* 

"When the period of refidence in the me^ 
tropolis is come to a conclufion^ a lady i^l 
fometimes apt to difplay among hef neigh- 
bours in the country, in a manner which 
cannot be miftaken, her confcioufnefe that 
fhe is lately arrived from the centre df 
fafhion and politenefs. Her pride betrays 
itfelf under various afpcds and modifi- 
cations according to the particular fhadcs 
of her temper and difpofitions, and the re* 
fpe£live circumftances of the individuals 
thrown into her fociety. Sometimes it 
appears without difguife in fupercilious 
ftatelinefs* Sometimes it is revealed by th«f 
infolence of afFefted condefcenfion. At 
one time, it expatiates on the intimacies 
which it has formed, or profeffes to have 

formed. 
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formed, in high life *; and defcribes the per- 
fons, particularifes the chataders, and retaUs 
the convferfatibn of peers and peereffes. At 
another,' h. oflSdaHy fhews itfelf" to be 
lowering the tone of difcourfe to the level 
of the country ; and with a parade of atten^ 
tion turns afide from fubjefts, with which 
it gives the company prefenf to underftand 
that they are riot fuppofed to be acqiJiinted* 
Thfe contempt which airs of this pature 
evince, is ever found %o recoil on- thpfe 
who pradife them, - , 

A lad]^v wh^^ ^^ leaves London,, ought 
to be careful not .to corrupt the country by 
the introdudion of foolifh and culpable 
fafliions. Her exaqaple^ whichever way it 
turns, is likely to have confiderable weights 
In the . metropolis fhe wad only one in a 
crowd. Even there it was her duty invari- 
ably to recoiled: that her condud would by 
.no means be without influence on others; 
that the whole mafa was; compofed of indi-> 
viduals t and that each individual was. re-^ 
- fponfible for an' individual ihare«. But 
^ A A whca 
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when (he comes down to the family man- 
iion, the eyes of tlie neighboufhood will^ 
for a time, be turned upon herfelf. If ihe 
import a. cargo of modifh follies and 
modifh vices,' they wDl foon be difiu&d 
throughout the diflrid in which One refides. 
If flie neither introduce them herfelf, nor 
adopt them though they fliould be intrd* 
•duceid into the vicinity ; her friends «nd h* 
Acquaintance, thdfe who fee her and Ehofe 

*wht) hear of her, will then dare dot to give 
into them. 



• 1 



Among perfons of the female ^fcJc* who 
refide conftantly in the cSountry, and at A'e 
fame time poffefs few opportunities of mix- 
ing with polifhed' and intelligent fociety, 
errors and failings -onginate, no left than 
amofig men, from ihe want of • enlarged 
fentiments and a greater knowledge of the 
world* Prejudice fhews itfelf in various 
fhapes, and extends- to a multitude of ob- 
jeds. Changes in manners and cuftom«, 
though in reality for- thc4>etter, are repro- 
bated.- The condud of - others, efpecially 
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0f thofe who move in a higher ciocle^ is 
judged with acrimony* Littk allowance i$ 
xnad^ for unfeen motives and unknown cir- 
eumftances. The fpirit of party J3rood$ 
over imaginary offences. Sometimes ^its 
operations are more adive : infomuch that 
ladies, inftigated by vanity, and liftening 
with greedy attention to the flatteries of 
ipme interefted partizan of the other fex, 
who enlarges on the advantages which their 
interference would fecure to a favourite 
candidate at an election, are feen to plunge 
imp the rude intercjourfe and degrading 
oeciipations of ^ ipcal conteft. In fmal^ 
towns, and in their immediate Qeighboul:- 
liood, the fpirirqf detradion ever appear^ 
with fingular vehemence. In the metro- 
polis, and in other large cities, it may per* 
liaps be no Jej& aftive. Th?re, however, 
its a<9tivityus dUperfed ainidft the crowd of 
individuals ,-whpm it - aflTails. It- has there. 
-iuch an oy,^rflawAng a.bundance of delia- 
•^uentv qr fuppoiTed delinquents, to purfue^ 
i^at.perfpn8 wbp are not confpicnous in the 
jrojitiae of ^Ib^on, nor by auy other incl- 
♦ .. ' * A A 2 ' .- / dent 
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dent particularly drawn forth into public 
notice, have a reafonable chance of efcaping 
very frequent attacks. But here the fmall« 
nefs of the circle renders all who move in 
it univerfally known to each other. The 
objefts on which curiofity can exercife her 
talents are fo few, that fhe never with- 
draws her eye from any of them long J 
and fhe already* knows fo much refpedKng 
each, that fhe cannot reft until fhe has 

learned every thing. Nor is this all. 
Among the females who are afting thdr 
parts on fo narrow a flage, clafhings, and 
competitions, and difTenfions, will have 
been frequent ; and grudges of ancient date 
are revived to fupply food for prefent male- 
volence and fcandal. 

A propenfity to pufh fafhions in drefs to 
abfurd extremes is alfo very frequent in 
country towns. Ladies who have been 
converfant with the polite world know 
that, however generally a particular mode 
may be prevalent, much latitude is flill left 
to inclination and tafte ; and that a mode- 
rate degree of conformity is always fiiffi-^ 

cienc 
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cicnt to ward off tl>e cb vge of fiugularity. 
But they who have feen lefs, or have been 
lefs obfervant, are iii cqmmon fo little aware 
cither of this truth, or of the precife limrti 
within which the exiftiug mode is circum- 
fcribed, that in their zeal to outvie each 
other, and their dread of falling fhort of 
the pattern exhibited in high life, they pu(h 
their attempts at imitation to a prepofterous 
excefs. And while they are exulting in 
the thought that their head-drefs is con- 
ftruded, and their gown cut out and trim- 
med, precifely according to the lateft model 
difplayed by the arbiters of fafhion in the 
capital ; they would find, if they could 
tranfplant themfelves into a public room in 
the metropolis, their appearance an. extra- 
vagant caricature of the decorations of 
which they had conceived it to be an accu- 
rjite rcfemblance. 

Some qf the duties and temptations fever- 
ally pertaining to different married women 
in confequence of profeflional differences in 
the fituations of their hufbands remain 
to be confidered. 

A A 3 It 
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• It may Be proper to direft our attention, 
in the firft place^ to the wives of clergymen^ 
St* Paul, fpeaking of the minifters of the 
Gofpel from the bifhop to the deacon, ad-* 
verts particularly to the cotidud of theif 
wives; and exprefsly requires, that they 
be " grave, not flanderous, fober, faith- 
** ful in all things {b)V Not that any 
one of the virtues, which ought to orna- 
ment the wife of the clergyman, is not alfo 
required of every woman. But the Apoftle 
well knew that the \Vant of any of them 
would prove, in the way of example, far 
more* prejudicial in the wife of a clergy- 
man than in another perfon. Hence the 
repeated injundions which he delivers to 
the teachers of Chriftianity, that they 
IhouJd " rule well their own families (r),'* 
Hence too the promife given by every 
clergyman of the eftablifhed Church of 
England at his admiflion into holy orders, 
that he will " frame and fafliion hlsfami/yj 
** as well as himfclf, according to the doc- 
** trine of Chrift; that. both may be wholc- 

(h) I Tim* ill. IX. {c) % Tim. iii«4> 5- 12. 

, ^ *' fome 
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^ fome examples and patterns to l^is 
^ flock {jy^ If a clergyplan, hfi wliofe 
offioe it is to gui4e . others fr<Hn the follies 
and corniptions of the world into the way; 
of falvation,' to " let his light fo (hin? t^e- 
*' fore men that they may fee his good 
" works and glorify," by imitating thepa^ 
" his Father who is in heaven (^)," foj^ 
eet that branch of his facred fundion : if 
he indulge, I will not fay in grofe viqcs, 
but in thofe lighter inftafncea of mifcQn- 
dud, which are yet fufficient to evince 
that religion holds not an undifputed pre* 
dominance in his heart : the duUeit under- 
Handing is quick-fighted enough, to difcern 
his faults, and-tQ avail itfelf of the pre- 
tences which they may be rf^pnefented a^ 
affording for orkmiMLl indulgenfccS ift others. 
This obfervatioji may be* extended in 4 
certain degree to the .exSmple difplayed by 
his femily)* more. jefpecially.t9 that exhJT 
felted by bis wife. Pogs flie, ryfho is the 
conftant companion oi^ ^ ;@^i(tei^ of relir 
gion, (he who, in i. addition. to the motives 

(d) See the office of ordlnatipiK- \ {e) Mat. v. 6. 

'■■''* \ ■ ' A A 4 which 
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which prcfs on all " women profcffing^ 
" godlinefs (/)," all women who profefs 
to believe and pradife Chriftianity, ia 
urged by peculiar obligations to the attain* 
ment of Chriftian excellence, prove herfelf 
actuated by a worldly temper ? Is fhe af- 
piring, vain, giddy, calumnious, avaricious, 
or unforgiving ? She tranfgrefles the laws 
of her Saviour, and difregards the fpirit of 
the Gofpel, with ftrong circumftances of 
aggravation ; and contributes not a little to 
leflen the general effefl of her hufband*8 
inftrudions from the pulpit. Such is thq 
confequence of her defeds, whatever be 
the ftation which the perfon to whonj ihe 
is united may occupy in the church. In 
proportion to the eminence of that ftation, 
the mifchief of her bad example is in- 
creafed. On the other hand, if religion 
have its genuine efFedt on her manners and 
difpofitions ; if it render her humble and 
mild, benevolent and candid, fedate, mo* 
deft and devout j if it withdraw, her in- 
clinations from fafhionable , foibles and fa* 

» 

(/) 1 Tim. u. 10. 

ihionable 
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fhionable expences ; if it lead her to a£U^ 
yity in fearching out and alleviating the 
wants of the neighbouring poor ; and in 
promoting, according to her fitaiation and 
ability, fchools and other inftitutions for 
the advaticerixent of religion, and the en*- 
couragement of iqduftry among the chiU 
dren in the diocefe or the parifh committed 
to h^r huiband ; fhe is a ** fellow-labourer'* 
with him " in the Gofpel." She prepares 
the hearts of all : who liften to his inftruc- 
tions and exhortations to receive them 
without prejudice ; and attrafls others to 
the fpirit of Chriftianity by the amiable 
luftre which it diffufes round herfelf. 

Hiftory affirms that, in the days of 
Queen Elizabeth, the wives of the prelates 
manifefted no fmall diflatisfadtion at not 
being permitted to ihare with their hut- 
bands the honors and privileges of nobi« 
lity ; and that they applied with earnell 
but ineffedual folicitude to procure the 
Removal of the fancied degradation. It is 
to the credit of the wives of modern 

bifhops 
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bUhops that fo few indications of a fimilar 
fplrit have appeared among them, as rarely, 
if ever, to have been held up to public 
notice^ even by tboie who have been the 
moft acute in difcovering, and the moft 
adtive in divulging, the faults of perfons 
clbfely <:onne&ed with epifcopacy. In 

every other refpedk let them be (hining 
models of unafieded humility and moder- 
atioq*' Never let them be induced by ties 
of cbnfanguinity, or by any other motive, 
to ftrive to exert an improper influence on 
the judgement of their hufbands as to the 
diftribution of ecclefiaftical preferment. It 
is no more than equity to acknowledge 
that in feveral inftances the wife of a bi- 
fhop isexpofed to peculiar temptations of 
cdnfiderable ftrength. The prelate has, 
perhaps, little private fortune. He has 
been elevated from an humble condition. 
Though pomp and luxury be (hunned as 
fcrupuloufly as they ought to be, the un- 
avoidable dxpences of his ftation, augment- 
ed by the occasional refidence required 
from him in the capital, make deep inroads 

into 
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into his revenue. tJnder thefe circum- 
ftances his wife ought to be, in common 
with himfelf, uniformly mindful, not only 
that the elevation of his family terminates 
with his life, but that every attempt to 
provide for the continuance of a portion 
of that elevation by Ihutting the hand of 
charity, and greedily hoarding almoft 
every thing that can be faved from the 
annual profits of the fee, in order that the 
favings may roll up into a large fortune 
for his children, is ^ltterly unjuftifiable in 
the fight of God. Was he raifed by 
merit ? Let her not repine that her fons, 
whofe merit, be it whatever it may,- has 
not hitherto ftood the teft of time aijd 
experience, are to be redUfced t6 the level 
whence he rofe. If they fhould not have 
their father's fuccefs, they may yet equal 
his defert. Was he raifed without ade- 
quate merit ? Let her not regret that her 
children no longer poffefs, what in ftridl- 
nefs even their fathei: ought never to have 
enjoyed. Let her not^fecretly murmur at 
the profpeft of defcending, if fhe fhould 

furvive 
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fuTvive him, to the ftation in which he 
would have left her, had he died before 
his advancement to the mitre. Let her b^ 
thankful to Providence for the additional 
good which fhe is now enabled by the rank 
and fuuation of her hufband to cffcQ. both 
in his diocefe and elfewhere ; and without 
anxiety leave that Being, who at prefent 
cntrufts her witli the power, to determine 
whether it fhall ojt fhall not remain with 
her to the end of her days. The laws and 
ulages, which withhold from the wife of 
a prelate the diftindions of peerage, will 
appear, when confidered with a reference 
to the cafe of her widowhood, not lefs be- 
nevolent than wife. The fhock of mif- 
fortune, as relating to outward circum- 
ftances, is extremely diminiflbed. She can 
now retire without difficulty to modeft 
privacy, unburdened with the real or ima- 
ginary fources of expence with which 
rank and titles would have opprefled her. 
She retires encircled with the refped which 
her own virtues and thofe of her hufband 
have accumulated around her ; and pro- 
bably 



^ 
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bably enriched with an acceffion of friends 
whofe attachment, were it to be put to thtf 
trial in an hour of diftrefs, would not be 
found to forfake her. 

Some of the temptations to which the 
wife of a bifhop is obnoxious, in confe- 
quence of the temporary nature of the in- 
come which fhe partakes, attach, in a cer- 
tain meafure, on women united to perfons 
who poflefs inferior dignities in the church, 
and even on the ;wircs of private clergy- 
men. There is, in each cafe, a continu- 
ally operating inducement to be too fparing 
in charity for the fake of providing for 
pofterity. It is an inducement to which 
numbers are<Jaily proving themfelves fupe- 
rior: but as it aCts with particular force on 
all defcriptiohs of perfons whofe income 
defcends not to thofe whom they leave be- 
hind, it well deferves to be pointed out in 
the way of caution. Attention to lay up 
provifion for the future exigencies of a fa- 
mily is innocent, is laudable, when reftri(5l- 
cd within proper Ijounds, in an ecclefiaftic 
•• . as 
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as well as in others. It is only blamable 
when it proceeds to cxcefs j whea it inter- 
feres with the reafonable demands of bene-^ 
volence. From that excefs let /the wiff 
guard her hulband and herfelf. 

The wife of an officer in the naval or 
in the military fervice is, in feveral re- 
fpedts, expofed to moral trials of confider- 
able magnitude. In time of war ihe is left 
to endure the anxieties of a long feparadon 
from her hufband, while he is toiling on 
the ocean, or contending in 11 diflant quarter 
of the globe with the bullets of the enemy 
and the maladies of the climate. The ftate 
of tremulous fufpcnfe, when the mind is 
ignorant of the fate of the object which it 
holds moft dear, and knows not but that 
the next poll may confirm the moft 
dreadful of its apprehenfions, can be calmr 
ed only by thofe confolatlons which look 
beyond the prefent world. Let not def- 
pondency withhold the confidence due to 
the proteding Power of Him, " withoiiit 
" whom not even a fparrow falleth to the 

3 " ground.'* 
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" ground (^).** Let notiblicitudeqneftiqn 

the wifdom which uniformly marks the 

determinations of that Being, one of whofc 

charaderiftics it is to be " wonderful in 

" counfel ()&) :" nor afflidion forget that 

he has promifed that " all things fhall 

*' work together for good to them that 

" love him "(/)." When the hufband is 

fighting the battles of his couqtry, the 

whole management of the domeftic oeco- 

nomj of. his family devolves upon his 

wife. Let her faithfully execute the truft, 

and:0)un ieven a diftant approach towards 

cxtravagiuace. In her whole demeanour. 

Jet her: guard agaiuft every fympl;ora of 

.levity, ..every trace of inadvertence, which 

emight give rife to :the j»irco.n(;:§pji9ns qf 

rigjiorance^ or awaken the cenforioustqqgue 

.of malice. Letritrbe her conftant obje<9t 

>that, if it fhall- pkafe the. Diving Pf9yi;deDce 

•to reftore her hufband, flie ,naay prefent 

'berfelf before him at leaft ast worthy of hi^ 

•efteem iand love as. /he was wi^n he left 

(^) Matth. X. 2^. - (/►) Ifaiahi xxviiiritp, * 

(t) Romans^ yiii- 28. 

her. 
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her* The wife of tKe military oflSccr hii 
fometitnes to encounter new and peculiar 

temptations, at times when (he is not fepa-^ 
rated from her hufband. Various circum-» 
fiances frequently concur to lead her through 
the viciflitudes of a wandering life, ih^ac* 
companying him fucceflively from on6 

country town where he is quartered to 
another j and occafionally fix her during 
the time of war in the vicinity of th6 
camp where his regiment is polled. Dif- 
ufe to a fettled home, and the want of 
thofe domeftic occupations and pleafures 
which no place of refidence but a fettled 
home Can fupply, tend to create a fondne& 
for roving, an eagernefs for amufement, 
an inveterate propenfity to card-playing, 
and an averfion to every kind of reading, 
except the perufal of the mifchievous traih 
which the circulating library pours forth 
for the entertainment of a mind unac- 
cuftomed to refledion. It unfortunately 
happens too, that, in this fit nation, her 
fociety is not fufEciently compofed of 

6 perfons 
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perfons of her owo fex. FetaiGuais referve, 
delicacy of maon/^rp, and eve^ddyLcacy of 
{eatimenty are in fpctreme danger of being 
worn away by > living in habits of fami^ 
liar imercourfe with a crpwd of pffie^a j 
among whon^ it is to be eKpeded that 
there will be fome who are abfolut^Iy im- 
proper, and .more who are very vndefir^ 
able aflbciates. Duty and affe^ion vay Id 
certain cafes render it necefTary, that, a 
maixied lady fhould (land the brunt of 
thefe temptations. But the confequent 
danger fhould excite her to unweftried and 
univerfal clrcumfpedion ; and warn her to 
cultivate with unremitting vigilittce thoft 
habits of privacy, and of ufeful and me^ 
thodical employment, without which fc-* 
male diffidence, purity of heart, and a 
capacity for the enjoyment and the com- 
munication of domeftic happinefs, will 
fcarcely be found to furvive. 

The wife df a manufaAurer, or of a per^ 
fon engaged in any branch of trade pr(3- 
dudive of confiderable gain^ i^ likewife 

£ B fubje£ted 
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fubjetSled by' her own fituation and that of 
her hufband to moral duties and trials^ 
which requiiJe to be briefly noticed. If her 
hufband has iraifed himfelf hy fuccefs in his 
bufinefs to a ftate of affluence and credit 
much fupericMT to that which he originally 
pofTeiTed, and in particular if he has thus 
raifed himfelf from very low befgianings } 
his wife is not unfrequently puffed up with 
the priclje; which he is fometimes found to 
conlrad: during the period of his elevation; 
look^ "down' with the contemptuous info* 
lence of profperity on her former acquaint^ 
anccs and. friends; frowns into fileocethe 
iiopcs aod the requefts of ^ poor relations ; 
and would gladly confign to oblivion every 
circumftance, wl\ich calls to mind the con- 
dition from \vhich fhe has been exalted. 
She becomes ambitious to difplay her newly 
acquired wealth in the parade of drefs, in 
coftly furniture, in luxurious entertainments. 
Ever apprehenfive of being treated by her 
Jate equals or fuperiprs with a lefs degree 
of refped than (he now conceives to be her 
due, fhe perpetually find$,'or fuppofes that 

fhe 



flie finds, what Ihe is takingiuch pains to 
dilcover/ If from the operation- of abfurd 
and arrogant prejudices, which, though fair 
left prevalent in modern times than here-y 
tofore, are not yet wholly extirtguiflied, (he 
be Occafionally treated by ladies of fuperiot 
rank and fortune with the fupercilious airs 
referved to be exhibited towards thofe who 
have recently emerged into opulence ; in- 
iftead of proving by her condudi the juftice 
df the Scriptural admonition that " before 
^' honour is humility (if)," Ihe fails not to 
convince them that her pride is equal to . 
their own. Though fhe may control the 
ifefFervefcence of her wrath, and break not 
forth into turbulence and outrage ; fhe 
broods in fecret over the affront, and 'gra- 
tifiesher malevolence with everything which 
truth or falfehood can fuggefl to the detri- 
ment and difparagemeut of the offending 
party. The difgracefulnefs arid the guilt 
of thefe unchriflian tempers appear in the 
d<iepefl colours of deformity, when con- 

(i) Proverbs, xv. 33^ 

BBa , trailed 
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traded with the behaviour of thofe women 
who are feen to retain, after the largeft ac* 
cefiions of riches and confequence, the tin- 
afluming manners, the mecknefs of difjpo* 
iition, the fame principles, the fame attach- 
mentSy by which they were originally 
diftinguifhed. 

When a large manufactory colledU to- 
gether, as is the cafe in cotton mills and 
fome other inftances, a number of women 
and children within its walls ; or draws a 
concourfe of poor families into its immc-* 
diate vicinity, by the employmei^ which it 
affords to the different parts of them; let 
the wife of the owner continually bear in 
mind that to their toil her opulence is ow- 
ing. Let her remember that the obligations 
between the labourer and his employer are 
reciprocal. With cordial activity let her 
unite with her hufband, in all ways com- 
patible with the offices of her fex, to pro- 
mote the comfort and welfare of his de- 
pendents by liberal charity adapted to their 

refpedive wants, and by all other means 

which 
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vrhlch perfonal infpe&ion and inquiry may 

* 

indicate as conducive to the prefcrvation of 
their health, and the improvement of ^hcit 
moral and religious charaAen The aC- 
femblage of multitudes is highly unfavour- 
able to virtue. The conftant occupations 
of children in a manufadlory may eafily 
be puflied to an extreme, that will leave 
neither time nor inclination fpr the acqui- 
fition of thofe principles of chriftian redii- 
tude, which, if not imprefled during 
childhood, are rarely gained afterwards. 
If fuch occupations be carried on in the 
contaminated atmofphere of crowded 
rooms, they fap the conftitution in the 

years deftined according to the courfe 
of nature for its complete eftablifhment. 
Thefe are evils which every perfon, who 
has an intereft in a manufactory, is bound 
by the ftrongeft ties of duty to prevent j or, 
if they exift already, to remove. 

A fimilar obligation refts on the wives of 
tradefmen in general, in proportion to the 
ability and the opportunities which they 

B B 3 poiTefs 
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poflefs of benefiting, in any of the methods 
which have been pointed out, the families 
of the workmen employed by their huf-- 
bands. If a woman haveherfelf the fuper*^ 
intendence and management of the ihop, 
let induftry, punduality, accuracy in keep?- 
ing accounts, the fcrupuloufnefs of honefty 
ihewing itfelf in a fteady abhorrence of 
every manoeuvre to impofe on the cuftomer, 
and all other virtues of a coinmercial cha- 
racter which are reducible to pra£tice in 
her fituation, diftinguifh her conduct (/)• If 

her 

• 

(/) It IS faid, by thofc who have fufficient opportunitks 
of afcertaining the fa£t, to be no unfrequent pradice 

among the wives of feveral dcfcriptions of fliopkeepers 
in London, knowingly to demand from perfons who call 
to purchafe articles for ready money, a price, when the 
hufband is not prefent, greater than that which he 
would have alked. This overplus, if the article be 
bought, the wife conceals, and appropriates to her own 
ufe. If the cuftomer demur at the demand, and the 
hufband chances to enter V the wife profeffes to have 
been miftaken, and apologifes for the error. Thus de- 
tedlion is avoided. It is fcarcely 'neceflary to fay, that 
the whole of the proceeding is grofs difhonefty and 
falfehood on the part of the wife. If the hufband have 
led her into temptation, by withholding from, her aa 

equitable 
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her occupation be fuch as to occafion young 
women to be placed under her roof as afEft- 
ants in her bufinefs, or for the purpofe of 
acquiring the knowledge of it ; let her be- 
have to them with the kindnefs of a friend, 
and watch over their principles and moral 
behaviour with the folicitude of a mother. 

equitable fupply of money for her proper expcnces, he 
alfo deferves great blame. Does Ihe then attempt to 
juftify herfelf on this plea ? As reafonatly might flic 
^lege it in defence of forgery. 
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CHAP. XIV. 



ON PARENTAL DUTIES* 

Of Sill tl^c duties incumbent on mankind, 
there are none which recommend them- 
felves more powerfully to natural reafon 
than thofe of the parent. The high efti- 
mation in which the fcriptures hold them 
is evident, from a variety of precepts, re- 
fledions, allufions, comparifons, and inci- 
dents, in the Old and New Teftaments. The 
obligations which reft on the father and 
the mother, in many points the fame, are, 
in fome few refpeds, different. Thus, for 
example, the talk of making a reafonable 
provifion for the future wants of children 
belongs, in common cafes, to the father. 
" If any,'* faith St. Paul, " provide not for 
^' his own, and efpecially for thofe of his 
" own houfe, he hath denied the faith, and 

"is 
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^ is worfe than an infidel {m) ;" he difobeys 
one of the cleareft injunftions of Chrifti- 
anity, and omits to difcharge an oflScc, 
which Pagans in general would have been 
afhamed of negleding. That thefe words 
of the Apoftle include parents, is a truth 
which will not be queftioned. They are 
now quoted not for the fake of inculcating 
the particular obligation to which they re- 
late, but for the fake of an inference which 
they furnifh. They enable us to conclude, 
with certainty, what would have been the 
language of St. Paul, had he been led ex- 
prefsly to deliver his fentiments concerning 
mothers regardlels of maternal duties. 

In the former part of this work, when 
the education of young women and their 
introdu<9:ion into general fociety were the 
fubjeSs under difcuffion, feveral of the moft 
important topics of parental duty, being in- 
feparably conneded with thofe fubjefl:s, were 
illuftrated and enforced. It remains now to 

(i») I Tim. T. 8. 

fubjoin 
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fubjoin fome detached remarks, which could 
nothitherto be commodioufly tfated. Like, 
the preceding they* relate to points which 
will prefs on the . attention of a mother, 
vfhcther (baring with a hufband the duties 
of a parent, or called by his death to 
the more arduous office of fulfilling them 
alone. 

The firft of the parental duties which ha-r 
ture points out to the mother is to be her- 
felf the nurfe of. her own offspring. , la 
fome in ftances, however, the parent is not 
endued with the powers of conllitution re- 
quifite for the-difcharge of it. In others 
the difcharge of it would be attended with 
a rifle to her own health greater than (he 
ought to encounter when it can be avoided. 
In every fuch cafe the general obligation 
ceafes. The difappointment which will be 
felt by maternal tendernefs, ought to be 
borne without repining ; and without in- 
dulging apprehenfions refpeding the welfare 
of the infant, which experience has proved 
to be needlefs. But fpontaneoufly to tranf- 

fer 
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fer to a ftranger, as modern example dic- 
tates, the office of nurturing your child, 
when your health and ftrength are adequate 
to the undertaking ; to transfer it that your 
indolence may not be difturbed, or that 
your pafTion for amufement may not be 
crippled in its exertions ; is to evince a moft 
fliameful degree of feltiihnefs and unnatural 
infenfibility. When afl'eition fails even in 
this firft trial, great reafon have we to fore- 
bode the abfence of that di^ofition to fub^ 
mit to perfonal facrifices, which will be 
found indifpenfably necefTary to the per- 
formance of the fubfequent duties of * 
parentf 

Whether a mother be or be not able to 
rear her offspring at her own breaft, coa-^ 
fcience and natural feelings unite in direft-^ 
ing her to exercife that general fuperin- 
tendence over the conduct of all the 
inhabitants of the nurfery, which is requi- 
fite to preferve her infant from fufFering 
by negleft, by the prejudices of ignorance, 

or by the immoderate officioufnefs of care, 

Whea 
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When the dawning intelleQ: begins to 
unfold itfelf, the office of parental inftruc- 
tion commences. The difpofitions of a 
child are fufceptible of very early culture ; 
and much trouble and much imhappinef$ 
may be prevented by nipping in the bud 
the firft fhoots of caprice, obftinacy, and 
paffion, and by inftilling and cherifhing 
amiable fentiments and habits. TTie twig, 
however young and tender, may be bent 
and fafhioned by the hand of gentlenefs. 
The mind foon learns by habit to expeft 
difcipline ; and ere long begins to difcipline 
itfelf. By degrees the young pupil ac- 
quires the capacity of underftanding the 
general reafons of the parent's commands, 
denials, commendations, and reproofs : 
and they fhould be communicated in moft 
cafes in which they can be comprehended. 
Among thefe reafons, obedience to God, 
the love of him, and a defire to pleafe him, 
together with other motives derived from 
Chfiftianity, fhouM hold the pre-eminence 
which they deferve ; and fhould be early 
prefented to the infant mind in flrong and 

attradlive 
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attradive colours. ReligLoa is thus en- 
grafted through the divine co-operatioa 
into the » nature of children foon after 
their original paffions begin to work; 
and may be expe<9:ed to become a more 
vigorous plant, and to arrive at a more 
fruitful maturity, than could have beeni 
hoped if the commencement of its growth 
had been delayed to a later period. Thus 
a child is trained up from the firft " in 
" the way in which he fhould go/' And 
by a continuance of the fame car^, ftill 
iri humble dependence^ on the bleffing of 
God, there is the faireft profpedt that " he 
** will keep in it unto the end." To 
make a right impreflion on the opening 
mind, Religion fhould appear with an 
awful and an amiable afpe<9: : liberal of 
the mod precious gifts, and delighted tx} 
confer them; yet refolved to punifli, if 
her offers be flighted and her commands 
difpbeyed. Let parents beware of partial 
and unfair reprefentations of the will and 
counfel of God in order to obtain fome 
prefent end. Perhaps we may always 

6 difcern, 
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difcern, that moft good is eflfefted by 
unfolding the entire and unfophifticated 

truth. But if paretits imagine otherwife, 
God is >vifer than man. And they may 
be certain that the Revelation, Which he 
has vouchfafed for the inftruflion atid 
falvation of mankind, is far more likely 
to accompli(h the intended objeft when 
laid before old and young, rich and poor, 
in its true colours ; than when difguifed 
by man, the better, as he conceives, to 
anfwer a prefent purpofe. Kindnefs to 
bear with flow and feeble apprehenfion, 
perfefk freedom from irritability and ca- 
pricioufnefs, care to fhun involuntary ab- 
fence of thought, patience not weary of 
attending to minute objeds and minute 
opportunities, and fteadinefs never to be 

won by mere entreaty, or teazed by im- 
portunity, from its original right de- 
termination, are among the qualifications 
at all periods, and efpecially at the pe- 
riod of which we now fpeak, eflential to 
the parent. 



As 



-; :As childhood advances, the opening fa- 
culties are employed under maternal direo- 
tion on the rudiments of knowledge. The 
parent in thefe days pofleflfes, in the variety 

' of elementary trads of modern date, advan- 
tages of whichj when fhe herfelf ivas a 
child, her preceptrefs was deftitute. The 
firft principles of religion are inculcated in 

/ a mode adapted to intereft attention; and 
information on many other fubjedts is 
couched under the form of dialogue and 
narrative fuited to the comprehenfibn and 
amufing to the imagination of the pupil. 
A proper feledtion from the multitude of 
little publications, differing materially as to 
intrinfic worth, requires no large portion of 
time and trouble. Where caution is eafy, 
negligence is in the fame proportion repre- 
benfible. In exercifing the child in books 
which contain a manifeft admixture of 
defedive and erroneous obfervations, (and 
fuch is the cafe with almoft every per- 
formance,) great care fhouljd be taken to 
reprefent and explain the fubjedt of them to 
the child in a proper light. And every op- 
portunity 
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portunity thus afforded of arming the yoUng^ 
mind againft faults, which it muft after* 
wards encomiter in life, fhould be feized 
and employed to the utmoft advantage^ 

The time now arrives, when the regular 
bufinefs of education, in all its branches, b 
to begin ; and the great queflion, whether 
it (hall be conducted at home or abroad, is 
to be decided. The grounds on which that 
point is to be determined have been fuf- 
ficiently difcufTed already } and the degrees 
of attention refpedively due to each of the 
various obje£ts, to which youthftd applica- 
tion is to be diredled, have been expired. 
It is true that the chapter {n) to which I 
allude pertains exclufively to the education 
of girls. But the general principles there 
illuftrated ipay be transferred, without dif- 
ficulty, to the cafe of boys j and will guide 
the mother in the part which fhe bears in 
fettling the plan of their education. To 
fix that plan is an ofEce which belongs 

(«) Chap. IV. 

jointly 
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jointly to both parents. But the fuperior 
acquaintance which the hufband poiTeiTes 
with the habits and purfuits of a^ive life, 
and his fuperior infight into thofe attain- 
ments which will be neceffj^ry or defirable 
for his fons in the ftations which they are 
to fill, and the profeflions which they are 
to pra£kife, will entitle his judgement to 
the fame preponderance in determining 
the fcheme of their education, as, for 
(imilar reafons, he will commonly do well 
to give to the opinion of his wife with 
refpe<3; tp the mode of bringing up his 
daughters, v 

If domeftic circumftances be fuch, that 
the girls are to be fent to a boarding- fchool, 
1^ not the mother be influenced in her 
choice by the example of high life andt 
fafliion J nor by the practice of her neigh- 
bours and acquaintance; nor by a ground- 
lefs partiality for the fpot where flic was 
Jierfelf placed for inftrudion, Let her re- 
jnember what a:re the objeflts of prime im- 
pprtancc in education, and give the pre- 

c c ferencc 
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fcrencc to the feminary where they are mo(£ 
Hkely to be thoroughly attained. Let nof 
the difBcuhy of afcertaming the feminary 
worthy of that defcription incline her ta 
acquiefce in one which fhc ought not to 
approve. Her child's happinefs in thi^ 
world and in futurity is to be deemed at 
flake. The lecondary objefts of education 
may in a -competent degree be obtained in 
almoft every place. And what is the im- 
portance of thefe when compared with that 
of the others? Be it remembered^ that among 
the patents, who, in the hour of refle&ion^ 
neither eftimatc accomplifhments above their 
true value, nor forget the peculiar tempta- 
tions attached to eminence in fuch acquire- 
ments, there are fome whom the contagion! 
of faihion, and an emulous defire of feeing 
their children diftinguifhed, lead to a de- 
gree of earfteftnefs and anxiety, refpe£ting 
the profidiency of their daughters, which 
could be juftified only, if (kill in dancings 
in mufic, in French, in Italian, ought to ht 
the prime objects of human folicitude. Let 

the opportunities which vacations furnifh 

be 
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be watchfully employed in fupplying what 
is defe(9:ive, in correding what is errone- 
ous, in ftrengthening what is valuable, in 
the inftrUdlion conveyed and the fentiments 
inculcated at the fchool. And let the in- 
ftrudors be encouraged to general exer- 
tion, and to the greateft exertion in points 
of the higheft concern, by perceiving that 
the progrefs of the pupil in the various 
branches of improvement is obferved with 
a fteady and a difcriminating eye. 

It can fcarcely be neceflary to obferve 
that if a daughter be educated at home, and 

recourfe be had to the affiftance of a go- 
vernefs, much care is requifite in the 
choice. To meet with a perfon tolerably 
qualified as to mental accomplifhments, is 
fometimes not an eafy tafk. But to find 
the needful accomplifhments united with 
dudility, with a placid temper, and with 
adiye principles of religion, is a tafk; of 
no fmall labour ; and a tafk deferving of 
the labour which it requires. Let the 
a0iftant be ever treated with friendly kind- 

c c 2 n^fs* 
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nefs. But let her be kept attentive to the 
duties of her office by the fuperlntending 
vigilance of the parent. And let the pa- 
rent » now that (he is relieved from much 
of the bufuiefs of the fchool-room, be the 
more affiduous in thofe maternal occupa^ 
tions, in which the govcrnefs will probably 
afford her lefs fubftantial aid, the eflablifhr 
ment of her daughter's religious principles^ 
the regulation of her difpofitions, and the 
improvement of her heart. 

In the government of children, the ptin- 
ciple of fear as well as that of love is to be 
employed. There are parents, efpecially 

mothers, who, from an amiable but extreme 
apprehenfion of damping filial attachment 
by the appearance of feverity, are defirous 
of excluding the operation of the former;. 
To work on the youthful mind primarily . 
by means of the latter, and to employ the 
intervention of fear only in a fubordinate 
degree, is unqueftionably the way to con- 
ciliate Yondnefs while authority is upheld. 
But among imperfeft beings, conftituted as 
'- -. ■' ■ J we 
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we are, the maintenance of authority jfeems. 
ever to require the aid, in a greater or a. 
lefs degree, of the principle of fear. The 
Supreme Father of the univcrfe fees fit to 
employ it in the moral government of man- 
kind. On what grounds are we to hope 
that love pipuld prove fufEcient to fecure ta 
the parent the obedience of the child, whetf 

It is not of itfelf able to enfure the obedience 
of the parent to his Maker ? In proportion 
as the fpirit of religion gains a ftronger pre-^ 
dominance in the human breaft, conformity 
to the laws of God fprings lefs from the 
impulfe of fear, and more and more froraf 
the warmth of grateful love. But the im- 
perfedipns of mortality muft be put ofTy 
before we can arrive at that ftate, in which 
** perfeft love cafteth out fear.** In likd 
manner, as ireafon unfolds itfelf and Chrif- 
tian views open to the mind, the child 
will ftand lefs and lefs in need of pofitive 
control,^ and will be more powerfully ac- 
tuated every year by an afFedionatc earneft- 
nefs to gratify the parent's defire. But as 
iong as the rights of pareatal authoritj 

c c 3 fubfift, 
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fubfift, the impreflion of awe, originally' 
(lamped on the bofom of the offspring, is 
not to be confidered as ufelefs. Children 
are diftinguifhed from each other by ftrik* 
ing differences in the bent of their incliqa- 
tions, and in the ilrength of their paflions* 
Fear, therefore, is an inftrument more fre- 
quently needful in the management of 
fome than in that of others. But it ought 
never to be employed by itfelf. Whenevet 
reproof, reftraint, or any mode of punifh- 
ment is requifite ; ftili let afiedlion be 
vifible. Let it be (hewn not only by 
calmnefs of manner and benevolence of 
cxpreflion, proofs which may appear not 
very conclufive to the child at the time 
vrhen it is experiencing the. effeCts of 
parental difpleafure ; but alfo by ftudying 
to convince the underftanding of the pupil, 
both that the cenfure and the inflidion are 
deferved, and that they are intended folely 
for the ultimate good of the offender. 

Let not maternal love degenerate into 
parti?dity. Children are in no refpeft naor? 

quick- 
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Hulckfighted than in difcovering preferencesr 
in the behaviour of their parents. ' It is not 
partiality in a mother to feel a temporary 
preference in a cafe where merit demands 
it. Nor is it in all cafes wrong to avow 
fuch a preference, for the purpofc of ex- 
citing the lefs deferving to progteffive in- 
duftry and virtue. For that very pyrpofe^ 
and alfo to preclude the apprehenfion of 
real love being impaired; let it be avowed, 
and let the points to which it extends 
be affedionately fpecified to the lefs de- 
ferving, if you perceive the exiftence of 
it to be fufpeded* But beware of teach- 
ing your children to vie with each Other ; 
for it is to teach them envy and male- 
volence. Point out, at fit opportunities^ 
to thofe who have not done their duty th6 
proper conduiS: of thofe who have performed 
it ; but proceed no further. Prefs ho com- 
parifon ; provoke no competition. An emi- 
nent moral writer (^), adverting to two op- 
pofite but unneceflary evils in the fyftem of 

{/) Dr. Johnfon — See Bofwell's Journal of a Tour 
^0 the Hebrides, 2d edit. p. 103. 

c c 4 educa- 
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education, has pointedly obferved; " I w6uld 
^ rather hare the rod to be the general ter-- 
^ ror to all to make them learn, than tell a 
** child if you do thus or thus, you will be. 
** more efteemed than your brothers or 
*^ fifters. By exciting emulation and com- 
♦* parifons of fuperiority, you lay the found- 
<* atipn of lading mifchief. You make 
•* brothers and fifters hate each other.'* 
The purpofe of leading children to imitate 
what is right, and to avoid what is repre- 
. henfibk in the condud of another, may 
Tcequcntly be anfwered by taking care to 
ptaife or cenfure the latter in the prefencc 
of the reft, without addrefling the difcourfe 

immediately to thofe, who, on account of 
their faults, ought more efpecially to attend 
to it. This method, when likely to be 
efficacious, is generally the moft advifable, 
as pointing leaft to invidious comparifons : 
and is particularly eligible in the cafe of 
children, whofe minds difplay a pronenfefs 
to enVy /and malevolence. 

If I were required to fingle out from the 
failings, which invade the bofom of child- 

hood» 
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hood, that which from th6 facility with 
which it is acquired and nurtured, and froril 
its infidious, extenfive, and durable efFeds 
on the charader which it taints, calls for 
the moft watchful attention from parental 
folicitude ; that to which in my appre- 
henfion the diftindtion would be due, is 
art. Other faults ufually difclofe them- 
felves by indications vifible to common 
eyes. This is frequently found capable of 
eluding even the glance of penetration; 
and of concealing not only itfelf, but a1- 
moft -every other defedt of heart and con- 
4u£t with which it is affociated. Other 
faults in moft cafes appear what they are. 
This continually affumes the femblance of 
virtue. Other faults incommode, thwart, 
and fometimes contribute to weaken and 
correft each other. This confederates and 
co-operates with all. In the dawn of life 
it is often encouraged by the lefTons inftilled 
by fervants, who teach children to difguife 
from their parents by indiredl fajfehood 
petty ads of mifcondu(3: and difobedience .; 
and fometimes by the mdifcretion of pa- 
rents 
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rents themfelves, who applaud in a for** 
ward child thofe inftances of cunnings 
which either prove an inherent tendency 
to habits of deliberate artifice, or will 
eafily pave the way for the acquifition of 
them, Opennefs in , acknowledging im* 

proper behaviour of any kind, is a difpo- 
litibn to which a cliild ought from infancy 
to be led by the principles both of duty 
and of afFe(Stion, To accept fpontanedus 
confeffion as a fatisfadtion for every fault 
would not be to cherifli virtue, but to fofter 
guilt by teaching it a ready way to impu- 
nity. But an immediate and full avowal 
ought ever to be admitted as a ftrong cir^ 
cumftance of palliation ;. and the refufal or 
negledt of it to be noticed as the addition 
of a fecond and a heavy fault to the 
former. 

Parents are fometimes extremely impru- 
dent both in the manner and in the fub- 
ftance of their converfation in the prefence 
of their children. If they feel a fuddea 
jmpulfe to fpeak of fome tranfaf^ion \yhicl:^ 

they 
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they are aware ought not to be divulged j 
or to give an opinion concerning the cha- 
radter or condu<fi of an individual, while at 
the fame time they are unwilling that it^ 
ihould tranfpire ; they often ^appear to for- 
get the acutenefs and intelligence which 
their children have attained. They attempt 
to obfcure the purport of their difcourfe by 
whifpers, ambiguous phrafes, and brokea 
fentences, which ferve to excite the young 
liileners to attention ; teach them to annex 
importance to what they have heard ; and 
ilimulate them to cotnmunicate it in the 
nurfery, partly from an early vanity to 
fliew the knowledge which they have col- 
lected, and partly from the defire of having 
their curiofity gratified with the remainder 
of the ftory. Sometimes the fubjeft of 
;he myfterious converfation held by the 
parents refpeds the child itfelf. Fondnefe 
cannot refrain from eulogium; while judge- 
ment fuggefts the confequences of its being 
heard. It is therefore couched in terms, 
and darkened by allufions, which the child 
is feldom at a lofs to interpret. Praife, 

height- 
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heightened by inefFeAual attempts at di(^ 
guFfe, excites more vanity and conceit thart 
even the imprudence of open panegyric. 

But among the various ^vays in which 
the converfation held by parents in the 
prefence of the child has a frequent ten- 
dency to injure the 'difpofitions, and lead 
a.ftray the judgement of the latter, the 
moft dangerous^ perhaps the moft com* 
mon, is yet to be fpecified. If the fitua- 
tion of an individual of either fex be the 
fubjed: of difcouffe, what are the parti-* 
culars which are generally firiglied out as 
the moft eminent foiirces of fatisfadion, 
as the moft obvious grounds on which the 
perfon to whom they appertain deferves to 
be felicitated by every one ? Wealth, per- 
fonal beauty, fafliionable manners, fhewy 
abilities and acquirements, rich or polite 
connedions, the profpeft of advancement, 
of emolument, of power. The virtues of 
the heart are not always omitted. Some- 
times they are even diftinguiftied by an 
avowed preference. But they are praifed 

in 
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in C0I4 language and with a cold counte* 
/lance : while eager elocution, animated 
features and fparklirjg eyes, and geftures 
^xpreffive of heartfelt, approbation, per* 
haps of defire 'or of envy, d^^note the rela^ 
live value pr4£tically afTigned to the two 
claffes of objeds of which we fpeak. What 
then are the effects which will be produced 
on the mind of the young liftener ? Their 
nature, their ftrength, and their durability 
tia one can doubt. It is neceflary to add 
that the fault in parents which has here 
been cenfurcd is not to be cured nor to be 
avoided merely by the exercife of difcretion. 
This is a cafe in which no degree of dis- 
cretion will be able to enfure habitual cau* 
tion and forbearance. The evil is deeply 
feated in the heart of the parent ; and to 

purify the heart is the only remedy. Let 
parents themfelves learn to prize at the 

higheft rate thofe things which are of the 
greateft intrinfic worth ; and then, and 
'then only, will their converfation be fuch 
its not to enfnare their children into a falfe 

« 

^eftimation of objeds, which have little -or 

no real value* -^ 

•^ , 8 During 
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Duritig the years when both the body 
and the mind are to acquire the firinne& 
which will be eflential to each in the drug* 
gles and temptations of life, let not your 
offspring be enfeebled and corrupted by 
habits of effeminate indulgence. Let them 
be accuftomed to plain food, iimple clothing, 
early and regular hours ; to abundant ex^ 
ercife in the open air ; and to as little regard 
of the viciflitudes of feafons as is confident 
vrith reafonable attention to health. Let 
them be guarded againft indulging timidity ; 
and more efpecially againft affeded appre- 
henfions, to which girls are frequently prone. 
Let humanity and n^^ildnefs be among the 
principles imprelled moft early on their 
hearts. Let not the impreflion be permitted 
to grow faint : and in common with all juft 
and amiable impreflions, let it be ftrength- 
cned by the hand of religion* Teach them 
to abhor the deteftable fports derived from 
the fufferings of animals. They who arc 
inured in their childhood to perfecutc the 
bird or torture the infed, will have hearts, 
in maturer years, prepared for barbarity to 
their fellow-creatures. Allow not your 

fifing 
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Tifing family to contrail pernicious inti* 
raacies with fervants. But exa£t in their 
behaviour to your domeftics a deportment 
invariably gentle and unafluming. Point 
out the impending hour, when all dif- 
tinftions of rank will be at an end; when 
the important queftion to each individual 
will not be. What ftation in life have you 
occupied ? but, How have you difcharged 
the duties of that which you were ap- 
pointed to fill ? 

It is an objed: of no fmall importance, 
when the bufmefs of domeftic education 
verges towards a clofe, to proceed in fuch 
a manner that the fhackles of inftruftioa 
may drop off by degrees; until at length 

what is ftill required will probably be con- 
tinued, when no longer exafted^ from 
habit and choice. Few circumftances can 
be more dangerous, than for a young 
woman, by being abruptly withdrawn 
from a date of pupillage, to have a large 
portioa of vacant time fuddenly thrown 
upon her hands^ and to be left to fill the 

chafm 
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chafm with trifles and diflipation* Study^ 
to lead your daughter to fupply the place 
of the employments from which fhe is 
gradually exonerated, by others better 
fuited to her years, and if more pleafant, 
yet not lefs improving, than thofe wluch 
they fucceed. 

When your children approach, to that 
period at which they are to be introduced 
into general fociety; be it your care to 
cherifli the ingenuous opennefs which by 
habitual opennefs on your part and every 
other proper method your previous con- 
duGt has been calculated, or ought to 
have been calculated, to infpire. Ante- 
cedently to the Reformation, when young 
women were removed to their own homes 
from the monafteries, iiv thofe days the 
feminaries of education, in which they 
were inftruijed in writing, drawing, con* 
fed;ionary, needlework, and alfo in phyfic 
and furgery, . then regarded as female ac-^ 
complifhments ; they were treated in a 
manner calculated to preclude confidence 

and 
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ind friendfhip between them and their 
parentfc ^^ Don^eftic manners;^* we ate 
told (^), "were fevere and formaU A 
haughty referve was afFefted by thiS.old ; 
and an ahjeft deference exaded froni 
the young. -r-fDaughters, though women, 
were placed Kke ftatues at the cupboard ; 
and not permitted to fit, or.repofe them- 
^" felves otherwife .than by kneeling on a 
*' cudiion, until their mother departed. 
*^ Omifiit)ns webe . punifhed by:iirip63 and 
**: blows 1: i and : .diaftifement , yiaisb ©ateried to 
•fiich-excefsy th^t: daughters tirfrabfed .at 
the, fight of their mb6h6r«'»* Eyeil in times 
not very diftant from ihofe in jisffeleh we 
live, it was the Guftom for girU^' whjen ar- 
*wed at fueh an age^ as to be fully j::.4pable 
of bearing a part in general converfationj 
to be condemned tip ^moft perpetual filence 
in the prefence of their parents. !.T<? guard 
children, whatever be their agej .againft a 
premature and forward aflumptiqn jof wp- 
JGnanhood, and againft acquiring a habit 
of pert or inconfiderate loquacity, is a 

(y) Hcnry'f Hiftorf of EngU'n4i ^^jfu. ?• 648,;64p- 
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branch of parental duty. But to encou- 
rage your daughters, and fo much the 
more as they approach nearer to the time 
of life when they muft aft for themfelves, 
to an unafieded eafe in converfation be- 
fore you, and a familiar interchange of feu* 
timent with you, is among the leaft un* 
certain methods of rendering your fociety 
pleafing and inftrudive. 

Though time and judgement have fo- 

r 

bered the excefs of warmth and of fenfibility 
by which your feelings, when you b^sm 
firft to be introduced into the world, were, 
like thofe of other young people, charac- 
terifed ; let it however be apparent to your 
children, when at the period of life now 

under confideration, that you have not for- 
gotten what they were. To the welfare of 
your daughters in particular this is a point 
of the higheft concern. Unlefs it be evi- 
dent that you under ftand and frankly enter 
into the emotions, which new fcenes and 
new temptations excite in their minds; 
how will it be practicable for you to correct 

the 
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the tnifconceptions, difpcl the delufions, 
and unravel the artifices, by which the 
fervour and inexperience of youth are en- 
fnared ? If you encounter errors occafioned 
or encreafed by fenfibility with auftere 
coldnefs, with vehement chidings, or with 
unbending authority that ^ifdains to affign 
reafons^ and to make allowance for circum- 
ftances of mitigation ; you deftroy your 
own influence, and produce not convidion. 
Ypur difapprobation is afcribed to preju- 
dice, to temper, to deadnefs of feeling. You 
are obeyed j but it is with inward reluc- 
tance, and with an augmented pronenefs to 
the ftep which you have forbidden. Con- 
fidence, withdrawn from yourfelf, is trant- 
ferred to companions of the fame age with 
your child, and therefore liable to the fara€ 
miftakes and the fame faults. Coincidence 
of ideas rivets her opinion of their judge- 
meilt ; fricndftiip blinds her to their mif- 
condudl. She is thus in a great meafure 
removed from your hands into the hands 
' of others, who afU not likely to be qualified 
for the oiBc^rof guiding her, and may be 

B V 2 in 
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in various rcfpefts fuch as are likely to 
^uide lier amifs. Her love for you may 
•poflibly not be radically fliaken ; but her 
refpcft for your determinations, her folici- 
tude to have her 6wn fentiments confirmed 
and fanftioned by your concurrence, her 
diftruft of her own views of charaders 
and proceedings when contrary to your 
opinion, is univerfally impaired. Study 
then during the childhood of your daugh- 
ter, ftudy even with greater anxiety as her 
youth advances, to train her in the habit 
of regarding you not as a parent only, but 
as 1 friend. Fear not, when fhe enters 
into the temptations of the world, to point 
out with unreftrained fincerity the dangers 
in which novelty, and youthful paffions, 
and fafhionable example, involve her. If 
you point them not out fully and afEdu- 
oufly, you abandon the duty of a parent. 
But to preferve the confidence of a friend, 
point them out with affcdtionate benignity, 
mindful of the hazards to which you were 
yourfelf expofed under fimilar circum- 

itances, at a fimilar period of youths It 
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is thus that you may hope efFedually to 
guard your daughter from modifli folly 
and diflipation, from indifcreet intimacies 
and dangerous conne£]tions. It is thus 
that you may engage her to avail herfelf 
of the advantage of your experience ; an4 
render to her, by your counfel, the moflt 
fignal benefits both in the general inter* 
courfe of fociety, and particularly whea 
ihe meditates on any profped: which may 
be opened to her of fettling in gonnnbjial 
life. 

There is a medium which is not alway^^ 
eafy to be obferved, with refped to daughv 
ters being allowed to accept invitations tg 
pafs fome time in other families. Such iiv' 
tercourfe on proper occafions is improving 
^s well as pleafant. But if a young womaa 
is accuftomed to be frequently abfent fronx 
home, roving from houfe to houfe, and ac-^ 
cumulating vifit upon vifit^ ihe is in no 
fmall danger of acquiring an unfettkd and 
diflipated fpirit ; of becoming diflatisfied 
wi^h the calm occupations and enJQymenta 
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of the family firefide j and even of lofing 
feme portion of the warm afie(^on which 
fhe felt for her parents and near relations, 
while (he was in the habit of placing her 
chief delight in their fociety. If the parent 
would guard her daughters from all pro^ 
penfity to this extreme, let hei aid the 
fpbriety of difppfmon and fedateriefs. of 
charader, already ipftilled into them, by: 
the charms of never-failing and afiedionate 
good humour on her own part^ which are 
eflential to the comfort of domeftic life, and 
particularly attradive ^in the eye of youth. 
There are fafhionable mothers who, at the 
fame tin;^ that th,ey in^troduc? thtij; daugh-: 
ters into a general and free acquaintance 
with others of their ag^, fex, and ftation, 
carefully inftil into them the prudential 
onaxim,, to contrad^ frien,dfhip with none. 
The fcheme either fails to fucceed, or breeds 
up a charafter of determined felfiihne% 
Let the parent encourage her daughters in 
friendly attachment to young women, in 
whom amiable manners and virtuous prin- 
ciples are exempliiied. With the fociety 

of 
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of fuch friends let her willingly gratify 
them ; fometicaes abroad, more frequently 
under her own roof. But let herjQot con- 
fent to their refidence in families where 
they will be converfant with enfnaring 
company of either fex ; where boldnefs of 
demeanour will be communicated by ex- 
ample, an extravagant fondnefs for amufe- 
ments infpired, habits of ferious refledion 
difcouraged, aad the rational employment 
of time difregarded. Let her not be flat- 
tered by the folicitations, imprudent, how- 
ever well intended, of ladies of fuperior 
rank, defirous to introduce her daughters 
into circlea in which, according to their pre- 
fent place in the fcale of fociety, they are 
not deftined to move. If ambition be once 
kindled by introduction into a higher fphere, 
is it likely that it will defcend contentedly 
from its elevation ? Is it likely that the 

modeft retirement of private life will re- 
main as engaging as before ? 

It is a common remark, that fifters gene- 
rally love their brothers more warmly than 

D D 4 each 
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each othcn If the fadt be admitted, it muft 
be acknowledged, I apprehend, to havcj 
been rightly afcribed to competition. Brcu 
thers can fcarcely ever be engaged in the? 
purfuit of an object, which can excite 
rivalfhip on the part of a fifter. It is in- 
deed fcldom that they are rivals to each 
other. When they enter lAlo aiHive life^ 
they are immediately dlftfibiited into dif- 
ferent profefTions and fituations. One is a 
clergyman, another purfues phyfic, a thir4 
ftudies law, a fourth becomes a merchant«> 

• 

One refides in a country village, another 
in a provincial town, anoth^ bai the ca^ 
pital, another in a fea«-port. They may 
forward each other ; but they cannot claflv 
They move on in parallel lines j fome 
with greater, fome with lefs celerity, but 
never crofs each other's courfe. Whereas 
fillers, both while they continue in the 
paternal manfion, and afterwards when fet- 
tled in marriage, arc frequently drawn into 
competitions by the fhewy trifles and fol- 
lies on which the female mind is too apt 
tp dote. And whene\^er they begin to 

V . ... 
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tauter into competitions^ mutual aSedioq 
jinftantljr cooU. A mother, in confirm-r 
|ng her, children in reciprocal love, ought 
la&ifoi-mly ^o bear thi? diftindioq.' in her 
l^ind. 

There ia fcarcely any circumftance by 

which the fober judgement and the fixed! 

principles of parents are fo frequently 

perverted, as by a fcheming eagernef% 

jefpeding the fettlemeut of their daugh^i 

tcrs in marriage. That a daughter (houl4 

^)e fettled in matriage is a point on which 

parents, who would not take an im-# 

proper ftep to promote, it, are feen toq 

earneftly to fix theii: hearts. They do 

pot fufiiciently refle<3: that the great ob- 

je<9:, which both old and young ought 

to have in view through life, is, to do 

their duty, as in the fight of God, in 

^he fituation in which they are actually 

placed, without being too folicitous to change 

it. In proportion as the mind of a young 

woman is likely to lean with too ftrcng 

{f bi^s towards i^atntoonyj the more care- 

. , ' fully 
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fully ought a parent to guard againA: 
aiding the delufion. Yet not only i& 
this truth very frequently difregarded, 
but abfurd and unjuftiiiable adlivity is 
employed to tScGt matrimonial eilabliih*: 
ments. A mother, who has perfonally 
experienced how flight the coane&ion is 
between connubial happinefs and the 
worldly advantages of wealth and gran- 
deuTy is often feen training her chiU 
dren in the very paths which fhe has 
found rugged and ftrewed with thorns. 
The opinions, the pailions, which, having 
fmothered, fhe imagined that fhe had ex-» 
tinguifhed, fhew themfelves to be alive. 
She takes pains to deceive herfelf, to de- 
vife apologies to her own confcience for 
indulging in the cafe of her children the 
fpirit of vanity and the anxiety for pre-? 
eminence, which on every other occalion 
Ihe has long and loudly condemned. She 
magnilies in fancy the power of doing 
good, the command of worldly enjoy- 
ments, all the advantages, comforts, and 
gratitications, which rank and opulence 

confer ; 
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iBonfer j dimlniflies In the fame proportion 
the temptations and the drawbacks with 
which thejr are accompanied ; and diC- 
covers reafons which would render them 
peculiarly trifling in the prefent inftance. 
Has fhe herfelf been unhappy, notwlth- 
ftanding the poflTeffion of riches and 
honours ? She afcribes her misfortune 
to accidental caufes, from the eflfedl of 
moft, if not all, of which fhe conceives 
that her daughter may eafily be fecured. 
Her hufband's temper unexpeftedly proved 
indiflferent : fhe herfelf had unforefeea 
bad health, and partly through want of 
care : the neighbourhood unluckily was 
more unfriendly and difrefpeftful than 
could have been apprehended : opportuni- 
ties of doing good happened to be uncom- 
monly rare, and generally occurred at times 
when it chanced not to be thoroughly con- 
venient to embrace them : and various other 
fingular and unaccountable circumflances, 
the exiflence of which fhe perfedlly remem- 
bers, though fhe does not aX prefent recollaft 
t;he particulars, all confpired to prevent her 

6 from 
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from enjoying the happinefs naturally be-* 
longing to her fituation. Her daughter, 
however, may be more provident, and 
^uredly will be more fortunate. Satisfied 
with this explanation, (he ftudies the means 
pf throwing her daughter into the way of 
young men of ftation more or lefs fupcrior 
to her own. And while flie continues to 
perfuade herfelf, that religious principles 
and a worthy charader are the grand ob- 
jeds to which flie attends in the futjare 
hulband of her child ; fhe is prepared to 
?^dmit with refpedi to each of thofe par-? 
ticulars a confiderable deduifiion from tho 
ftandard which (he profeffes to have ftxed^ 
when compcnfated by a title, or the adr 
ditioii of a thoufand pounds in the rentr 
roll. Public places now prefent them-i 
felvcs to her mind as the fcenes where 
her wiihcs may have the faircft profpe<3: 
of being realifed. She enlarges to her 
hufband on the propriety of doing juftice 
to their daughter's attradions, and giving 
her the fame chance which other ladies 
of her age enjoy of making a refpe£table 

cpnqueft ; 



conqueft ; dwells on the 'wt)nderful effeft 
of fudden impreffions- ; recounts various 
examples in which wealthy baronets and 
the eldeft fons of peers have been cap- 
tivated by the refiftlefs power of female 
elegance in a ball-room, and forgets or 
pafles over the wretchednefs by which 
the marriage was in moft inftances fuc- 
ceeded ; and drags him, unconvinced, 
from London to Bath, from Tunbridge 
to Weymouth, that the young woman 

may be corrupted into diffipation, folly, 
and mifconduft, and, expofed, as in a 
public market, to the infpedion of ba- 
chelors of fafhion. It would fcarcely be 
prai^qable t;o invent a fyftem more in- 
delicate to the feelings of the perfon for 
whofe benefit it is profefledly carried on ; 
nor one whofe effedl, confidered in a ma- 
trimonial point of view, would have a 
greater tendency to betray her into ahafty 
engagement, and the unhappinefs which a 
hafty engagement frequently forebodes. 
But in this plan, as in others, cunning 
not feldom overreaches itfelf. The jea- 
Joufy of other methers fufpefts the fcheme ; 

7 ^ th?. 
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the quickfightcdnefe of young men dif^ 
cerns it. When once it is difcerne'd, its 
confequence* are wholly oppofite to thofe 
\rhich it was intended to produce. The 
deflined captive recoils from the net. The 
odmm of the plot, inftead of being con- 
fined, as juftice commonly requires, to 
the mother, is extended to the daughter, 
and purfues her whitherfoever flie goes. 
In the intercourfe of private families in 
the country, where fimilar fchemes are 
not unfrequent, though conduced on a 
fmaller - fcale ; the forward advances and 
ftudied attentions of the mother to young 
men of fortune whom (he wifhes to caH 
her fons-in-Iaw, are often in the higheft 
degree diftrefling to her daughters as well 
as offenfive to the other parties ; and 
in many cafes adlually prevent attach- 
ments, which would otherwife have taken 
place. 

The adjuftment of pecuniary tranf- 
adions antecedent to marriage commonly 
belongs to the fathers of the young peo- 
ple, rather than to maternal care. But 

the 
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the opinion of the mothwl will, of cfoiirfe^ 
have its weight. Let that weight eVer 
be employed to counteradt the operatidn 
of fbrdid principles j and to j>l:omote the 
arrangem.€»it of all fubordinate points on 
fuch a bafis as may promife permanence 
to the . reciprocal bappinefs of the two 
families^ which are about to be con-^ 
neded. 

When matrimonial alliances introduce a 
mother to new fons and new daughters ; 
let her ftudy to conduft herfelf towards 
them in a manner befitting the ties of 
affinity, by which fhe is now united to 
them. If fhe harbour prejudices againft 
them, \f pride, jealoufy, ^aprice, or any 
other unwarrantable emotion mark her 
behaviour towards them ; the ihjuftice 
of her conduft to the individuals them- 
felves has this further acceffion of crimi- 
nality, that it alfo wounds in the ten- 
dereft point the feelings of her own 
children. 

The 
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The peculiaf^bligations of pareiit and 
child are not l^hoUy cancelled but by the 
ftroke which feparates the bands of mor- 
tality. When years have put a period to 
authority and fubmiflion ; parental foHci^ 
tude, filial reverence, and mutual afi*e£tion 
furvive. Let the mother exert herfelf dur- 
ing her life to draw clofer and clofer the 
links of benevolence and kindnefs. Let 
her counfel, never obtrufively offered or 
preffed, be at all times ready when it will 
be beneficial and acceptable. But let her 
not be diffatisfied, though the proceedings 
which fhe recommends fhouldnot appear 
the moft advifable to her children, who 
are now free agents. Let her ihare in 
their joy, and fympathife with their af- 
flidlions ; " rejoice with them that re- 
*' joice, and weep with them that 
" weep (r)." She may then juftly hope 
that their love will never forget what 
fhe has done and what fhe has fuffered 
for them ; and that the hand of filial 
gratitude will delight to fmooth the path 
^f her latter days. 

(r) Romans, xii. 15. 
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CHAP. XV. 

FURTiaER REMARKS ON THE DUTIES 
BELONGINO TO THE MIDDLE PE*- 
RIOD OF LIFE. 

Among the duties appertaining to the 
female fex iti the middle period of life^ 
thofe which are peculiar to the wife and 
to the mother hold the principal rank^ 
and form the larger proportion. They 
have already been difcuffed at fufficient 
length. It may not, however, be un- 
profitable to fubjoin fome farther remarks, 
partly referring to the conduit of married 
women during that period, and partly to 
the fituation of individuals, who have 
remained (ingle. 

So engaging are the attradions, fo 
impreffive is the force of beauty, that 
women, diftinguifhed by perfonal chatms, 
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are not permitted long to continue un- 
confcious of being the obje<fls of general 
attention. Admired and flattered, pur- 
fued with affiduities, fmgled out from 
their aflbciates at every fcenc of public 
refort, they perceive themfelvcs univer^ 
fally treated with marked and peculiar 
preference. To thofe in whom harmony 
of form and brilliancy of complexion are 
not confpicuous, youth itfelf, graced with 
unafFefted fimpHcity, or at leaft rendered 
interefting by fpfightlincfs and animation^ 
is capable of enfuring no inconfiderable 
portion of regard. As youth and beauty 
wear away, the homage which had been 
paid to them is gradually withdrawn* 
They who had heretofore been treated 
as the idols of public and private circles, 
and had forgotten to anticipate the ter- 
mination of their empire, are at length 
awakened from their dream, and con- 
ftrained to reft fatisfied with the common 
notice fhewn to their ftation, and the re- 
fpeft which they may have acquired by 
their virtues. To defcend from eminence 
• 2 - is 
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U {Sainful ; and to many minds not the 
lefs painful, when the dmlneilce itfelf hsldt 
no real value^ aiid the foundation, oii 
which it refted, no durable folidity. She 
Who is mortified by the lofs or diminu- 
tion of thofe fuperficial obfervahces which 
her perfonal attractions had fometimes in- 
duced admiration to render ; and had moife 
frequently drawn from curiofity, or var 
toity, or politenefs, while fhe blindly gate 
admiration credit for the whole ; has not 
known or has difregarded the only cjua^ 
lities and endowments, which fecure 
genuine efteem, and confer attraflioiis 
worthy of being prized. Yet, fcarcely any 
fpedacle is more common in the haunts of 
polite life, than to behold a woman in the 
wane of beauty dourting with Unremitting 
perfevcrance the honours which fhe can 
iio longer command j exercifing her inge- 
nuity in laying traps for compliment and 
encomium j (hutting her eyes againft thofe 
alterations in her own countenance and 
figure, which are vifible to every other 
perfon on the fiighteil glance; fupplying 
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by numberlefs artifices, and expedients 
perpetually changing, the odious depreda- 
Jtions of time, fwelling with envious in- 
dignation at the fight of her juniors en- 
joying in their day the notice once paid 
.10 herfelf ; unwilling to permit her daugh- 
ters to accompany her into public, left 
their native bloom fhould expofe by con- 
traft the purchafed complexion of their 
mother, or their very ftature betray that 
fhe can no longer be young ; and difgracing 
herfelf, and difgufting even thofe who 
deem it civility to flatter and deceive her, 
by afFeding the flippancy of manners, for 
which youth itfelf would have been a moft 
inadequate apology. 

Among ladies, who have fully arrived at 
the period of age, of which we now fpeak, 
there are to be found many who, in confe- 
quence of having been early taught by a 
rational and religious education to fix their 
minds on proper o'ojccls, have efcaped even 
from their firll introdudtlon into the world 
the dazzling influence of thofe allurement?, 

3 which 
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which fafcinate the greater part of their fex ; 
or have learned from reflection and .ex- 
perience in the progrefs of a changeful life 
to rate them according to their proper value. 
Of thofe, however, to whom the one or 
the other of thefe defcriptions is applicable, 
there are fome, who in their converfation 
and intercourfe with young perfons of their 
own fex contribute to eftablilh others in 
the errors which they have themfelves been 
happy enough to avoid. Impelled by the 
delire of rendering themfelves agreeable 
to their youthful aflbciates ; a defire com- 
mendable in itfelf, but reprehenfible when 
in praftice it becomes the evident caufe of 
indifcretion ; they endeavour to fuit their 
difcourfe to the tafte of their hearers by 
confining it to the fubje£ts of drefs, per- 
fonal appearance, public amufements, and 
other fimilar topics ; and by expatiating 
upon them in a manner from which their 
fentiments refpedting them might reafon- 
ably be inferred .to be very different fromt 
what they really are. Not that they are 
aufterely to tura away from lighter themes 
- P E 3 of 
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pf coaverfation ; or to confider a total abr 
ftinence from innocent trifling as oq€ of the 
^flfential chara^eridics of wifdom 9nd of 
▼irtue. But it is one thiqg to be auftere, and 

another to be prudent and difcriminating. 
There is an extreme on the fide of com- 
pliance and accommodation. And good 
humoqr is carried to esfcefs, when it ex- 
cites mifconceptions ; rivets miftakes ; ianc-r 
^ions enfnaring cuftoms ; and prohibits ex- 
perience from intermixing, amidft the eflFu- 
iions of chcerfulnefs and benevolence, the 
yoice of fe^fonable inl^rudtion, 

The firft obligation incumbent on erety 
individual is habitually to aft aright in the 
fphere of perfonal duty : the next, to en- 
courage, and, in proportion to exifting 
ability and opportunity, to inftrudt others 
to do the fame. St. Paul, in his diredions 
to Titus (j), ^•efpeding the admonitions to 
be delivered by the latter to elderly women, 
attends to this diftin^ion. *^ Speak thoi^ 

(/) Titps, 11. I. 5. 

'' the 



** the thla^ which bep9in€fcHiiiid4o<5rine—^ 

** that .the aged women likewife be in h©t 
** hayiour as. beconiuth hpUnefs,; not falfo 
** accufcr^ ;" fM>t guilty of ealumny and, 
llaaden Having fubjoined to thefe w^* 
jun(^ipn$ refpeding their perfonal cond^ 
another which^ it may be hoped^ is ii^ 
the present Um^^ le& frequently, appll* 
lOabl^ Ux ovr pyn;.(5piipr.ry,t^fi k feem# 
to have been in Crete (/) in. the d^y^ 
of the Apoftle, *' that they be not giyeni 
" to much wine i" he extends his view to 
the duties which they owe to the younger 
paxt of their own fex. He dire<3:s that they 
be " teachers of good things j that they 
" niay teach the young women. to be fober^'* 
^fuU of prudence 9nd moderation,) " to love 
** their hu{bandfi, to love their children, t9 
" be difcreet, chafte,. keepers at home, 
" good/* (of kind tempers,) " obedient to 
" their owa hafbands; that the isrord of 
^^ God be not blai$)hieroed,** The obliga-»* 
tion of impar^ng ioftruii^ion to young 

(/) Where Titus was refident when St.Taul addreff* 
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women prefles on thofe who are further 
advanced in life with the greater force and 
tirgency in proportion to the clofenefs of 
the ties, whether of conianguinity or of 
friendfhip, by which the latter are con- 
heded with the former ; and alfo to the 
circiimftances of difpofition, of time and 
place, and vaiyious other particularsj which 

may give to tlie admonition a mofe or kfs 

■■• . . . ■ 

favourable profpedt of fuccefs. Let it not 
however be imagined that it bind& you to 
confult the improvement of your daughter 
only and your niece, or of feme individual 
thrown by peculiar events under yourimr 
mediate fupcrintendence. It binds you to 
confult the improvement pf all whom it is 
in your power to improve, whether con- 
neded with you more or lefs ; v/hether 
your fuperiors, your equals, or your in- 
feriors ; whether likely to derive a higher 
or a lower degree of advantage from your 
endeavours. It binds you to confult their 
improvement by deliberate advice, by in- 
cidental refledtion, by filent example ; ftu- 
dioufly fcleding, varying, and combining 

th§ 
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the means *which you employ according to 
the character and fituation of the perfoa 
whom you defire to benefit. It binds you 
to do all with earneftnefs and prudence ; 
with fincerity and benevolence. It binds 
you to beware^ left by negligence you lofe 
opportunities which you might with pro* 
priety have embraced ; or through inad- 
vertence and miftaken politenefs^contribute 
to ftrengthen fentimeiits and practices, td 
which, if you are at the time unable to 
oppofe them with effect, you oiight, at leaft^ 
not to have given the' apparent fandion of 
your authority. 

The good fenfe and the refinement of 
the prefent age have abated much of the 
contempt, with which it was heretofore the 
practice to regard wom^n, who had at* 
tained or. paft the middle period of life 
without having entered into the bands of 
marriage.' The contempt was unjuft, and 
it wai ungenerous*. Why was it ever 
defemed to be merited? Becaufe the ob- 
jefts of it i/eere remainihg in a ftate of 

fingle-!- 
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The peculiall^bligations of pareilt and 
child are not i^holly cancelled but by the 
ftroke which feparates the bands of mor- 
tality. When years have put a period to 
authority and fubmiflion ; pafiental folick* 
tude, filial reverence, and mutual afie£tion 
furvive. Let the mother exert herfelf dur- 
ing her life to draw clofcr and clofer the 
links of benevolence and kindnefs. Let 
her counfel, never obtrufively offered or 
preffed, be at all times ready when it will 
be beneficial and acceptable. But let her 
not be diffatisfied, though the proceedings 
which fhe recommends fhould'not appear 
the moft advifable to her children, who 
are now free agents. Let her ihare in 
their joy, and fympathife with their af- 
fli£tions ; " rejoice with them that re- 
*' joice, and weep with them that 
" weep (^)-" She may then juftly hope 
that their love will never forget what 
flie has done and what fhe has fuffered 
for them ; and that the hand of filial 
gratitude will delight to fmooth the path 
^f her latter days. 

(r) Romans, xii. 15. 
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CHAR XV. 

FURTHER REMARKS ON THE DUTIES 
BELONGING TO THE MIDDLE PE*- 
RIOD OF LIFE. 

Among the duties appertaining to the 
female fex iti the middle period of life^ 
thofe which are peculiar to the wife and 
to the mother hold the principal rank, 
and form the larger proportion. They 
have already been difcufled at fufficient 
length. It may not, however, be un- 
profitable to fubjoin fome farther remarks, 
partly referring to the condud: of married 
women during that period, and partly to 
the fituation of individuals, who have 
remained (ingle* 

So engaging are the attradions, fo 
impreffive is the force of beauty, that 
women, diftinguifhed by perfonal charms, 

£ E are 
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who are free from the faults in manners 
and temper, which many under fimilar 
circumftances have contrafted. Let it alfo 
be obferved, that in the fituation of the 
perfons in queftion there are peculiarities, 
the recoUedlion of which will produce in 
a generous mind impreflions very different 
from fcorn. They ari perfons cut off 
from a ftate of life ufually regarded as jhe 
iHoft defirable. They are frequently un- 
provided with friends, on wbofe advice or 
affiftance they can thoroughly confide. 
Sometimes they are d^ftitute of a fettle4 
home ; and compelled by a fcanty income 
to depend on the proiedion, and bear the 
humours, of fupercilious relations. Some- 
times in oblcure retreats, folitary, and 
among ftrangers, they wear away th^ 
hours of ficknefs and of age, unfurnifhed 
with the means of procuring the affiftance 
and the comforts which finking health de- 
mands. Let not unfeeling derifion be 
added to the difficulties, which it has per-p 
haps been impoffible to avoid, qr virtue tiot 
to decline. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

» 

ON THE DUTIES OF THE DECLINE OF 
LIFE. — CONCLUSION. 

1 HE courfe of our enquiry now conduds 
us to the period, when gray hairs and aug- 
menting infirmities forbode with louder 
and louder admonition the common ter- 
mination of mortality. The fpring and 
fummer of life are paft ; autumn is far ad- 
vanced ; the frown of winter is already felt. 
Age has its privileges and its honours. It 
claims exemption from the more arduous 
offices of fociety, to which its .ftrength is 
no longer equal ; and immunity from fome 
at leaft of the exertions, the fruit of which 
it cannot enjoy. Deprived of many adive 
pteafures, it claims an equivalent of eafe 
and repofe. Forced to contract the fpher^ 
of its utility, it claims a grateful remem- 
brance of former fervices. * From the child 
and the near relation, it^ claims duty ^nd 

love ; 
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love : firom all, tendernefs and refpedi 
Its claims are juft, acceptable, and facred« 
Reafon approves them; fympathy wel- 
comes them ; Revelation fanAions them. 
" Let children requite their parents («).** 
Defpife not thy mother when fhe is 
old [xy^ " Intreat the elder women as 

*^ mothers (^)." " Ye younger, fubmit 
yourfelves unto the elder (js).'^ " Thou 
fhalt rife up before the hoary head {ay* 
But if age would be regarded with afiedion 
and reverence ; it muft fliew itfelf invefted 
with the qualities by which thofe feelings 
are to be conciliated. It muft be ufeful 
according to its ability, by example, if not 
by exertion. If unable to continue the 
full exercife of adive virtues, it muft dif- 
play the excellence of thofe which are paf- 
five. It muft refift the temptations by 
which it is befet, and guard itfelf againft 
indulging faults on the plea of infirmity. 
In a word, if the " hoary head " is to be 

(u) I Tim. V. 4, («) Prov. jcxili. 22. 

{y) I Tim. V. 1,2. («) I PetJer, v. 5. 



{a) Letit. 19* 3 a. 



" a crown 



f 
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** a crown of glory/' it muft be " found 
•' in the way of righteoufnefs (^)." 

Of all the methods by which a woman 
arrived at old age may preclude herfelf 
from enjoying the refpe<3: to which by her 
years alone fhe would have been entitled, 
an attachment to the gay amufements of 
youth is perhaps the leaft uncertain. To 
behold one whofe countenance, whofc 
figure, whofe every gefture proclaims that 
the laft fands of life are running out, 
clinging to the levities of a world which, 
fhe is about to leave for ever ; haunting 
with tottering fteps the fcene of public 
entertainment ; and labouring with fickly 
efforts, to win attention by the affedatioa 
of juvenile fprightlinefs and eafe; to behold 
gray hairs thus fpontaneoufly degraded 
and debafed, is not only one of the moft 
difgufting, but one of the moft melancholy 
fpeftacles which can be furveyed. 

Avarice is one of the vices of age, which 
b more frequently exemplified among men 

(3) Prov. xYi. 3 1 . 

than 
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than in the female fex. The caufes of the 
difference may eafily be explained. The 
attention of men in general is more or lefs 
direded by the circumftances of their con- 
dition to the accumulation of money. In 
the cafe of thofe who purfue lucrative pro- 
feffions, commerce, or any other employ- 
ment of which gain is the Cbjed, the fad is 
•manifeft. It is fcarcely lefs apparent ia 
the cafe of noblemen and private gentlemen, 
who live upon the incomes of their ^ftated. 
A reafonable defire of providing fortunes 
for their younger children, without leaving 
an immoderate burthen on the patrimonial 
inheritance, commonly difpofes them to 
ftudy at leaft, if not to accomplifh, plans of 
annual faving. From thefe cares and occu- 
pations women, whether married cr unmar- 
ried, are comparatively free. In the next 
place, their native flock of benevolence and 
liberality is often lefs impaired than that of 
the other fex, accuftomed in the adive 
bufinefs of life to the continual fight and 
knowledge of fraud, felfifhncfs, and de- 
merit. Hence, when advancing years bring 

in 



Ih their traiti\timtdity, 6ifpfeiob>, art 6igh' 
o][)iaion bf thtr-po^er . of wodthrta coto^ 
likTiid-Tefjxedlj- or aiSkj other feeling* or. per-* 
ibidSoii^which 13 adapted to exciie oit.to con-' 
firm ^propdnfity td ayiarice ; thafpropeniity 
finds in i!he. antecedent purfuits and habits 
and iehtiments of nieti encouragements and 
fuppt^d :which among individuals of' thli 
female fex it experienoes.in d lefs degree or 
not at all. Among the aged, however, ©f 
the female fex, ' thett ar* esfample^ of co- 
vetoufnefs fuflBrcient tQ authorife si^eliberate 
admonition againft it. - 

.-.»*. ' . ■ ^ ■,•...;. : • • ^ T 

A deficietitcy in tender cehcerft for the 
ihterelfts of othiere is oecafionaily perceptible 
in tile aged* Of the ties which-united them 
toUhfe^ World, many are broken. The ho* 
Tioufs, the purfuits j the profits, even the 
temjporary happinefs and misfortunes of in^ 
dividuals may well appear to them in^the 
light in which .they ought to be feen by 
every individual of the huaiin i^ace, as 
trifles when cbntr«ifted with eternity* The 

feiifa^ns coo baconiiS'' blunted ; and th^ 

ft inertnefs 
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incftp^ erf! jht bo^y weighs down the 

adiTitj o£ J&c mind* : Hence the li'V'dmefak 
and yannth of bcMroience 4te ibmetiin^a 
impairecL To prefenre thenoi ilndiminiihed 
hfi the nddil' jof xsfirmity and paui^. and 
while perfonal conne^on vrkh .mortal 
event! is daily becoming: Ioo(er and iboler, 
is oiie of the hoUeftaiid nxoft endearing 
exertions of old age. . 



. . w .1 



ASedlionatfi ^^en^tps^ hQwever, iQ the 
bofoms of the old proceed*, in fome ipf 
fiances, to an extreme ; and reijuire, though 
not to be checked, yet to be regulated* 
Fondnefs attaqhes' j^tljslf: ; with pernicious 
cagernefs to one of the chHdr^ji <^ the fa- 
mily ; refts not without dieprefence of tiae 
favourite objeCl ;' deftiK>:ys its health by 
pampering it with daii^tie^ } and Simulates 
and flrengthens its paflioaB by immoderate 
and indifcriminate gratification. M&ny a 
child, whom parental difctplmc; y^ou^ have 
trained in the paths of knowledge and vir* 
tue, has been nurled up in ignorance and 
prepiared for vic6 by the blu^ indulgence . 

; . • :. ^ •. of 
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of the grandmother and the atlht. Uhyrir^ 
IiDgnief8 to tbwart the wifhes of old age, 
curtailed of many enjoyments and impatient 
of contradiftiott, frequently reftrains the 
parent from timely and eSedual inter* 
ference. Were this obvious circumftance 
cotiddered beforehand, and with due fen- 
bufnefs, by women advanced in years, they 
would lefs frequently reduce thofe with 
^hom they live to the embarraffing *di-« 
kmma of performing a very irkfome duty, 
or of acquiefcing in the danger and de* 
triibent, perha:ps in the ruin, df their bff^ 
rpfing. 



Among the defeds of old age queruloufV 
nefs is dfteemed one of the moft promioentf* 
Complaint is the natural voice <^ fufiexing ; 
and to fuffer is the common lot of declinin j 
yearpi. Even in the earlier periods of lifc^ 
women of weak health and irritable fpirits 
^ot feldom contrad a haMt of compiaiaitlg ; 
and though whea called to fevere tria^ 
fchey rAfHj difUpfe exemplary patiencc,N. ygt 
tbey indutge \n comjtjion ^ifc a frequent 
»} F F 2 recur- 



f 
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recurrence of the tones {md lai^nage* of 
queruloyf^fsf Tl>e inwiuril trouble feemd 
ever on the watch for opportunities of • r«- 
.vealing itfelf ; and any little mark of regard^ 
any expreflion of tenderaefs, from a huf- 

band or a brodier, immediatel/ calls forth 
the intimation of an ailment. In age^ 
when the afie<3tion of children and near 
relations, is rightly difUnguifhed by parti- 
• cnlar affiduity and foUcitude ; when^ if thf 
hand of Providence withhold acute^efe-of 
pain, fome degree of infirmity and fpSer- 
ing is mercifully allowed <io give; . almoH; 
conftant admonitions of an event which 
cannot be remote ; when garrulity, no 
longer employed on the variety of fubjedls 
whicli once interefted the mind, dwelk 
with augmented eagernefs on prefent pb^ 
jeiSts and preftnt fenfation? ; it is not fur- 
prifing that, a difpoiicion to complaint 
ihould- gather (Irength, But let all who 
fuffcr remember, that it is not by continual 
lamentation tkjt the krgeft meafure oi 
compaflion is to be obtained. Reiterated 

impreffions lofe Khdt forcfer Tlie car be- 
-: -t: 3 - comes 
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eemieS'duU^Cdfda^dfr'to -which it iajhabiui^ 

iftmi^ttg' tfie i&ndUnt of thi^ MMki Adet^ 
Hfo^iieri aAd r^gir^s that tKey^t^ nl«lS(»tt$ 
b<itd^;^ -"AfttiV^^ the O^ongefi- fiipi^l)ii<^ 
pity ris' the 4fr^ltt%tary-^revefi9nee ledia^ 

l.Aootbel^Q£athftlUJ»l«vlC^xatileJAhM(»(Skcd^ 
1^08 -by: iffkkk-.fis^ M.^«iiniix£Sb4ii^»t' 
g^UQbedv ii: a.:peevi&\abiil di£^ia&$ll te«k» 
pficJniToj thofiajpho ,&re oaa^t^aj^-^.yfM^ji^ 

eMils6:iny^v65t§Rce- ^ndiffii^jeij^i^r^ 99^ 

l<5IK4tif>ft pjf f ve5yi/<m4>&MA ;ilWl4cftv8i{| 
^le{i,v#ri^VH»...il %3fl«)vtlty,.n 4^jthJ9gi 

af>i^a^!3V?» b#v^L^fe»nged, :^Jte?li*i6f 

F F 3 youth 
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youtk la bccdmcf noify^ petulant, aod ims 
Verent to iis femora ; aakaad iUiioa^^ro 
HOC lox^ger treated wid> refped. M<>r«}yirr 
^e has. 4inHQi0ied ; tra^fm^o hxf^ loft 
^ir hencfty, fery^ats their. , i:««4y . an4 
piHi<|iiAl p^edietKc* . Eve^. ia {^foa4 
(ippewraace the riring g^eri^Uf^ /is fw uu 

fofiihr to the laft*, Thg^yjeary cpurfij, and 

« 

afpeft, and wefgy. q1 fiiUtute (ynlp4s^Q 
in the general transformation. The fea- 
ibli& i(]re no longer regular ^ii]^ g«nilU ; ^thq 
l^i^4ire of the fietds i« impaired : .ilo^Mk^ 
have 4oft their odour^ frqits^ ihclf reKQu 
Such ate thaf fufpicioi^ 'prone to4rritatq 
^e bofotns of the old $ fuch the i^epitiklgs 
v«^hich^ top Qftjep dwell upon their )|p8« 

_ • • _ 

To toteratev to pity this way wardnefs i« the 
office of the young; to guard againft iM-p 
dulging it is the duty of the aged. Let 
l|i«fontt*r< anticipate tfie hour hi which 
Ihey too^ ^ fhould • they ftiivive, wil^ |>e 
tempted bft^ly to at^lfeute to every fur- 
founding Ohjeathedeiiay which 4ik takei? 
place in iWit own faculties alone* Let the 

latter recall to mind the fenfattons with 
'^ I ' which 



■vfiwhAhefriiiCTXxkkreai in' the prime ti£ 
Jile, witoeiTed ' iituBa^ jsa£ocmci:pdorUt. ami 

infl^'icb agitata*, tl^e bre^ ■ oi^:^o\^k»S§ 

ei^li?r«j|ed hyrfbm fi?ftWty. f>f ^4#foei^ftrtt8» .<€ 
lieaiKsd Jb(3rthetepDddhp£tioaaafel(mg't{l]S(M^ 
1ieay9y on iiitft3fi{n:i9do)» ^f life^cifi^ *^j^ 
y^^the dttfaflflft of -Jfpur AifferiAga jfapiK* 

70ttng|^v^l»efiL^«fydrt^^a vritbqcafaanit»ft9 
correfpo»dii}g to {hofe which you endure, 
kno\^ not bu)[.thai,'^:^pocd^g td' the Tattled 

' order of bniha[a- ^wottiai; veiry Ibftg period 
ef forrow and attguUb mafy' await themy 
F?om aU fiich. d^ttrefliw )^gu wlH fliortly be 
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MX peace* Whether yotir wining- yein ht 
ioaded sviljb.affiiftionvbr'giide away placid 
and ferene ; have/^^u not^l in ^oor pof^ 
feflion the chief of earthly bleflings, the 
(ptx>TM[e^*'^ti'^'*&€^ of 

i«mt)rtalky"?- -: 4fJ^'thdfe fromifcs, that 
ftetpt&j '-h^ ■ fao!''^ AdaptM" ib give you 
tilmi4^i'hf' n^-' yoOT^'^ Afi^feiet' to -ilMe 
dlarg^<tf>g^'; charge it -oh your paft life, 
on yburi««wii iblly^ on^ ''f6bt' oWn '^fin : 
and m^w^tK^^^W'lkydt^^^^^^ 
ere . liie I tportemouff -llfiid^ 

1^ ;yow.;i|Mfi(tf i^ithfrGod;: thfbng^i the 
ixfediatlop.l]^ an ;«tonitng:'tSaTtoun> Bot^if 
you lii^ve foiitfed aVtb liaue an interieifl^n 

the glor|pus"!hope&" of Chfiftianity ; how 
peculiarly, ftrong muft te 'your delight in 
looking'. for wkrd to rew^S) from which 
you are feparated by fo brief -aa- interval f 

Endear- then: yourfetf to all around you 
by cheerful. good-humour, by benevolence, 
by afFedionate kindnefsi by devout pa-? 
tience and refignation. By fbafonable ex? 

hortation, 
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hortation^: by unifotm-^xampley endeari tt) 
them thit piety which ia;,yo,ur: fuppoit; 
JEiigage ^tfi&ix tb a conthuiid ireoniembraiidd 
©f the hbiif,; When ' they £baU be as ^yxm 
are. So. • ihali yofar . memory l|ieak the 
tahgiiage of inllradion and of coiixfbrt^ 
;9^hen you are filent in the grave. 



> I 



. Iff youth' and in age, intfin^e and iii ma* 
tfimonial life,' in all circnrnftances and under 
all relatione, to live fledfaftty and habitaally 
tinder the guidanceofthofejJrmciples which 
they who are; now lying on the bed of death 
are rejoicing that they!:havei obeyed, of 
znburhing that they have difregarded, is thrift 
fum of human wifdom arid human happi^ 
nefs»: ** The Lord is not willing that:any 
^^ ihould periih, but tl\^t all fhould coJsnti 
^^ to repentance (f).'V *^ God loved ii^Siaiid 
♦* fent his Son to be the propitiation fot 
♦^ our fin$ (^/)'*-~** Whom Gdd hath fet foxth 
** to be a propitiation through faith in his 
^* blood (<)." ^* Jf ye, being evil, know 

• • • * . . 

(c) 2 Peter, iii. o. * (d) i John,iy, lo. 

Hf"! Rom. Ill, 2ij[. 

♦* how 
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•^how to give good gifts unto your 
^ children ; hour much more ihall your 
"heavenly Father give the Hcily Spirit 
^ to them thai aik Him {/) V " The 
" fear of the X.ord, that is wifdom, and 
." to depart from evil tBiunderftanding (^)t** 
^* He that will love life and fee good daya, 
** let him refrain his tongue from evil, 
** and his lips tludt they fpeak no guile, 
f ^ Let him efchew . evil, and do good ; 
^^ let him feek ^peace and enfue it. For 
^ the eyes of the Lord are over the right* 
** eous, and his ears are open to their 
** prayers : but the face of the. Lord is 
** againft them that d6 evil (by *« The 
** righteous fhall be recompenfed in the 
•dearth — the righteous hath hope in his 
^ death (/)." " If thou wilt enter into 
•* life, keep the commandments (i).'* " Be- 
** lieve in the Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
** thou fhalt be faved (/).'* You may 



(/) Luke, 11. t3. • (g) Job, xxviK. 28, 

(Z) I Peter, iii. 10—12. (/)Prov.xi. 31. — xiv.32, 

(k) Matt. xix. 17^ (/) Adlis, xvi. 31. 

• 1 
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difbclicvc: Ghriftiamty : but its truth is not 
oa that- 9ff^ount impaired. Yoti may 
flight the impending day of retribution : , 
but its approach is not on that account 
retarded. " The Lord hath purpofed; 
** and who (hall difannul it?'* *** I am 
•' God, declaring the end from the be- 
^r ginning, and from ancient times the 
^'.things that are not yet done; (ayingi 
^* My Counfel ihall ftand (w)/* What 
if; CWftiarUty had oommanded you ^hbl- 
ly to re&airl even from reafonable plea* 
fures apd -moderate indulgences? Would 
you have murmured' at - temporary for^ 
bearance when compared with an eternal 
reward ? Chriftianity however impofes no 
iuch reftridion. Even in this tefp^ft its 
^^ yoke Is cafy,*^ and its " burthen Is 
" light;'* cafy and ' light to all who are 
difpofed to fulfil what they perceive to 
be their duty. It prohibits you from no 
pleafures except thofe which, had Chri(U«> 
aatty never been revealed, your own tea- 

(fw) Ifiuabi xiv, 37,— xlvi» 9, io» 

fon, 



A 
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fon, i£ unbiaiSbd/ wqtxldhkvd 'condemn- 
€d. * It reflrain^ • y pu- from > tt^ iatioceht 
gratifications, excipC Whfen'i' they 'would 
be tinfeafoniible 6t tiieflive* y ■ wh6li, liy 

preventing you froik difcharging fome 
prefent' duty, or- rendering you lefi qua- 
lified; :&n: the difeharg^ of diity at a fu- 
%^ijc period^ they wouldL .dimipifh your 
^vetlaftiog secompenfe. Bo it however 
remembered, that they who^ in deciding 
vrh^t^er they fhoakL or fliotklil not adopt 
a life of religion, fbring into thb -arguinefit 
any calculations;-^ to the alm^nl Of pre- 
fent pleafures ' t&* be- ' fadifided, are as 
little acquainted with* the difi:aies of fobetf 
reafon, as with the fpirit of chriftian rfe- 
pentance land converfibn. ..If your days 

be crowned with worldly .bleffings, if 
you have competence and health, if you 
be happy in your parents, your- con- 
nedlions, your children ; what ' folid de- 
light could you feel in the contemplation 
of your felicity, did you know.no more 
than that every objedl whence it is de- 
rived is together with yourfelf defcending 

with 
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^itluceafelefe rapidity to (lieirabyfs of death 2 
Hpw would jyburhavts borne>tjo.ftand on tho 
brink ofthe^.^ulph^g^ing hcrofs in .vaia 
for an oppofite fhpre, ,^d iooking^dowa 
into unfathomable vacuity J if Religiorj had 
not unfolded : to y o\ijthe fccrets ofjanot^p: 
world, and inftruded y9u how to attain it$ 
never-ending glories ? But your comfort^ 
perhaps are undermined by ficknefs or miff 
fortune, and your profpeds darkened ,bjf 
grief. Region can blunt ^he arrows of 
pain, and^ brighten tlae gloom of calamity 
2gad forrqw. It teaches you the moral and 
fandifying purpofes for which afflidipn 
and chaftifement are mercifully . fent# It 
Jeaches you that "4)y thje.fadnefs ofth« 
" countenance the heart is made,hettei; {n)J*^ 
Arq your parents unnatural^ or are they no 
more ? It tells you that you have an Al- 
*mighty and all-bounteous father ^n Heaven. 
Is your hufband unkind ? It teaches you to 
win him byyourmodeft virtues; and gives 
-you a folemk. aflurance that .pa)dence. {ha^ 
not lofc its reward. Are y<)U| deprived )>^ 

(«) Eccl. Yii. 3; • 

4cath 
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death of a beloved partner in manriage ? If 
repreients to you the Ruler of the Univerfe 
as the efpecial protedor of the widow and 
the orphan* Are ^ur offspring taken from 
you in their early childhood ? It tells you 
Aat " of fuch is the kingdom of Go'd (<?)." 
Are they fnatched away in riper years ? It 
reminds you that they are removed from 
trials which they might not have with* 
flood. Were their talents more than ufually 
promifing ? It tells you that thofe talents 
might have proved the fources of ruinous 
temptations. Whether you have loft parent, 
hufband, or child, it tells you that *• them 
** which fleep in Jefus will God bring with 
** him (/).'* It tells you that the means of 
fecuring to yourfelf a participation of the 
unchangeable happinefs, deftined for thofe 
who have been faithful fervants of Chrift, 
are offered to you by the grace of God, 
are placed within your reach, are preffed 
upon your notice and acceptance. Religion 
at times fpeaks to you the language of 
terror. It fets before you threatenings as 

(o) Mark, x. 14. (/>} i Thcf. iv. 14. 

con- 
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confpicuoufly as promif^s. It infifts not 
more ftrongly on the comforts and rewards 
affigned to holinefs here and hereafter, than 
on the certain mifery attendant on un- 
righteoufnefs. It dwells not more em* 
phatically on the wifdom and fecurity; of 
thofe, who cleave unto God with fuft 
purpofe of heart, dian on the felf-delufioii 
and. extreme danger of thofc, from the 
obftinatcly trifling to the obdurate finner^ 
who in different degrees fall fliort of that 
fcriptural ftandard; and do not fo love 
their Maker " with all their hearts, and 
^* with all their minds, and with all their 
" fouls, and with all their ftrength,*' as to 
, fuffer no pleafure, no intereft,. no worldly 

* 

objeiQ: whatever, to hold the place in their 
thoughts and afFe6kions, which is due to 
the love and the fervice of God. It tells 
of " indignation and wrath, tribuktioA 
*' and anguifh, upon every foul of man 
" that doeth evil ;" of " the place of 
** darknefs and torment, where the worm 
*' dieth not, and the fire is never quench-* 
" ed i" as plainly as of the inheritance of 

the 
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the Saints in light, " an inheritance incoi'-' 
•* ruptible and undefiled, a crown of gloiy 
" that fadeth not away, fullnefs of joy 
" in the prefence of God for evermore.** 
Yet in its moft awful denunciations it 
evinces a dedre to- (hew mercy. It fpeaks 
the language of terror to lead you to re- 
pentance. It denonncei jildgements that^ 
under the guidance and bleffing of God, 
you may efcape them. But, remember,^ 
that it fpeaks no terrors, it denounces no 
judgements, which fliall not be executed 
on all who perfevere in difobedience. If 
you Ije not among thofe who hear the 
final fentence, " Come, ye bleffed of .m)r 
*' Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
Vyou from the foundation of the world ;** 
you will be of the number of them ta 

w^om it is faid, " depart, ye curfed, into 

♦■^ - • • 

*^ eyerlafting fire, prepared for the Devil 
" apd his Angels (y).'' . ,. 

iO :■■''. (y) Matthew, xxv. 34. 41. 
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